Selectmen’s Meeting

May 8, 2006

SELECTMEN’S MEETING

MAY 8, 2006

Because Chairman Perkins arrived late, Selectwoman Brunelle called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM.
Selectman Bond, and Selectman Spataro were present.

Chairman Perkins arrived at 7:40 PM.
SELECTMEN’S MINUTES
Upon motion by Selectman Spataro and seconded by Selectman Bond, the Board


VOTED:  To approve the Minutes of April 24, 2006.

Unanimous Vote. 
Upon motion by Selectman Spataro and seconded by Selectman Bond, the Board


VOTED:  To approve the Executive Minutes of April 24, 2006.


Unanimous Vote. 

Upon motion by Selectman Spataro and seconded by Selectman Bond, the Board


VOTED:  To approve the Executive Minutes of April 27, 2006.


VOTE 2 – 0 – 1 (Selectwoman Brunelle abstained)

Upon motion by Selectman Spataro and seconded by Selectman Bond, the Board


VOTED:  To approve the Minutes of May 1, 2006.


Unanimous Vote. 

HEARINGS, MEETINGS & LICENSES
Request for Letter of Support – Fairhaven Rest Home
Attorney Bob Mather was present to discuss the Fair Havens Rest Home on 334 Marion Road.  He introduced Ed Medeiros, a member of the Board of Directors, the Reverend Kenneth Bjorklund, Chairman of the Board of Directors, and Helena Amaral Silva, Administrator.
Attorney Mather explained that the rest home was established in 1951 and is licensed as a 28 bed facility by the Department of Public Health.  It is a level 4 facility which means it doesn’t provide skilled care, but assistance to those who need help with activities for daily living.  The average age is 65 – 70 and a typical diagnosis is dementia and cognitive decline.  

Attorney Mather said the conclusion has been made that the facility needs to be expanded.  He said, economically, operating at 28 beds is difficult to do.  100% occupancy must be maintained.

The property is located on 60 acres.  A small portion of the front of the lot is utilized.  There is plenty of area to expand.  Attorney Mather said the potential expansion would be for 60 beds.  He said it is in the very preliminary stages.  The first step is to get a Determination of Need (DON) from the Department of Public Health.  Letters of support are needed from the local government, community, and similar agencies.

Selectwoman Brunelle asked if the COA Director had been contacted for a letter of support.

Ms. Silva said he has.  

Selectman Bond asked if there was any opposition to the project.

Attorney Mather said none so far.  He said they have met with the direct abutters, and all are cooperative.  There also have been no problems with local authorities or the State.

Upon motion by Selectman Bond and seconded by Selectman Spataro, the Board

VOTED:  To issue a letter of support for the expansion of the Fair Havens Rest Home as requested by the Board of Directors, in a form similar to that provided.


Unanimous Vote.

Hearing (cont.) – Animal Complaint – White – 17 Soule Street
Jayson Tracey, Animal Control Officer, was present.  He told the Board that he had done an inspection concerning an animal complaint at 17 Soule Street.  He said apparatus was in place at that time which included 3/16” steel coated wire strung as a run.  He said, weight-wise, this is sufficient for the dog.  Mr. Tracey said the dog is slight in weight, but muscular.  This breed tends to have a “better chewing ability”, which is one reason it got loose in February.  
Mr. Tracey also recommended the collar be upgraded to a leather one.  There is a pen on site, and a floor will be built underneath which will keep the dog from digging under and being injured.  Construction will be later this spring.  Mr. Tracey said the pen isn’t necessary, but is nice to have.  

Mr. Tracey said the wire harness and lead are more than adequate.  The dog can get into and leave the house without leaving the lead.  He said the owner needs to regularly check the fasteners and condition of the cord, and must keep the routine of keeping the dog on the lead at all times.  He said there is a secondary restraint of an electric fence.

Selectwoman Brunelle asked if Mr. Tracey had spoken to the White’s.

Mr. Tracey said he had.  He said he went to the location twice, checking to see if his suggestions were followed through.  He said everything was done.

Selectwoman Brunelle asked if Mr. Tracey had spoken to the Shea’s.

Mr. Tracey said he had given the Shea’s the same information.  The apparatus will maintain the dog as long as it is utilized.

Selectman Bond commended Mr. Tracey for providing a thorough and professional report.

Loretta Shea addressed the Board.  She said she appreciated Mr. Tracey extending the courtesy of coming to her house.  She said she had no problem with what he has told her.  She said hopefully this would work and the dog would not get loose again.  She has been instructed to contact Mr. Tracey or the Middleboro PD if the dog does get loose.

Selectman Spataro asked if Ms. Shea felt more “comfortable” about utilizing her yard.

Ms. Shea said yes.

Selectman Bond asked if Ms. Shea was seeking reimbursement for the chicken that was killed and 2 others that were injured.

Ms. Shea said she wasn’t.  She noted that Ms. White had offered to pay.

Selectman Bond asked Mr. Tracey about the temperament of the dog.

Mr. Tracey said he found the dog to be very sociable and affectionate.  He said that breed, a husky, can sometimes behave as a “toy” dog and sometimes as a hunter.

Mr. Healey asked about the flooring in the kennel.

Ms. White said pressure treated boards will be used for framing, with boards for the decking.  She said this would be done to avoid the cost of pouring a cement floor.

Selectwoman Brunelle noted that any further complaints would result in actions that may not be as favorable.

Hearing no further comments, Selectwoman Brunelle closed the hearing.

Upon motion by Selectman Bond and seconded by Selectman Spataro, the Board

VOTED:  accept the recommendations of the Animal Control Officer which includes the following:

· An upgraded leather collar shall be maintained;

· Flooring in the kennel shall be installed;

· 3/16 steel coated wire shall be used for the lead and be checked regularly for any deterioration in its condition;

· The dog shall be kept on a lead at all times;

· The condition of the fasteners shall be checked regularly

Unanimous Vote.

Selectman Bond thanked all parties for handling the situation in a civilized manner.  He said if there was another issue, he would suggest the animal be relocated.
Meeting with Melanson, Heath & Co. – RE:  FY’05 Audit
Frank Biron, President of Melanson, Heath & Co., was present.  He introduced Jay Springfield, the Supervisor in charge of the Middleboro audit.  

Mr. Biron told the Board that the auditors have been present for the last 4 – 5 weeks.  The audit is about 75% completed.  He said there are loose ends in various areas.  He anticipated they would wind down in the next couple of weeks.  He said he had no report to go over with the Board tonight.

Selectman Bond asked if the concept of the Chart of Accounts had been discussed with the auditors.

Mr. Biron said yes.  He said there are situation where it’s not set up well.  He said there is a lot of consolidation with funds instead of breaking to individual accounts.  He said School Grants are collapsed into one major account with the School Department tracking the information.  He said the capital projects are also consolidated.  The school lunch program should also be tracked separately.

Selectman Bond asked if the auditors were asked to provide a recommendation.

Mr. Biron said during the course of the audit suggestions have been made to try to set up separate funds for school lunch and septic betterments.

The audit is for the year ending June 30, 2005.  Mr. Biron said Selectmen’s Minutes will also be read for items that may have a financial impact after year end.

Selectman Spataro asked if there was any reason for the Town not moving forward to establish a new Chart of Accounts.

Mr. Biron said no.  He said everyone he has spoken with is ready to move forward.

Mr. Springfield said there is a question of doing a “test case” to be sure data has moved over correctly.

Mr. Biron suggested setting up the Chart of Accounts with a July 1, 2005 balance.  He said this should be done to see how the system handles it.  The earliest it would become effective would be July 1, 2006.

Mr. Healey asked if there was any reason to wait until the completion of the auditor’s engagement and exit conference to begin work.

Mr. Biron said he is working with the Treasurer/Collector and Town Accountant to set it up.

Selectman Bond asked if there were any other reasons to wait.

Mr. Biron said the school lunch and betterment programs should be done first to see if the Chart of Accounts will work.  If these don’t work it would make no sense to go forward.

Selectwoman Brunelle asked if the auditors had an opinion, if information didn’t go forward correctly, that the Chart of Accounts has to change.

Mr. Biron said “something different would have to happen”.  He said it is the Town Accountant’s responsibility to control and monitor the accounts.

Selectwoman Brunelle asked if there had been any discussion, before the auditors were engaged, that this should be implemented.

Mr. Biron said he didn’t recall.

Selectman Spataro asked how many accounts there would be.

Mr. Biron speculated hundreds.

Mr. Springfield said the accounts have to be thoroughly defined.  
Selectman Spataro asked for an opinion on the current Chart of Accounts.

Mr. Springfield said it is “woefully lacking and now well defined”.

Selectman Spataro asked if it was better or worse than other towns.

Mr. Biron said there are not a lot worse and there are a lot that are better.

Chairman Perkins entered the meeting at this time.

Mr. Healey asked the auditors to comment on cash management.
Mr. Biron said this area is substantially completed, but not 100%.  He said he didn’t see any major problems.  He said quite a bit of testing has been done, and so far things do tie out properly.

Selectman Spataro asked what the plan was once the audit was completed.

Mr. Biron said draft financial statements and management letter will be issued with recommendations for improvement.  He said the normal protocol is to provide the draft reports to management to make sure the information is correct.  Once the management reviews and the report is finalized, it will be presented to the Board.

Selectwoman Brunelle asked about a bill from the previous auditors for duplicate records to be provided to the new auditors.
Mr. Biron said that is part of the normal process.  He explained that beginning fund balances have to tie out with their report.

Selectwoman Brunelle asked about the GASB 34 time frame.

Mr. Biron said it has came and went.  The biggest part was tracking records.  The deadline was July 30, 2003.  This would be the third audit year since.  He said he understood that an outside consultant did the tracking and initial compilation.  It has to be tracked through June 30, 2004 and updated for 2005.  He said the Town has acquired software but hasn’t been implemented.  He suggested the Town Accountant provide the electronic version for the 2004 fixed assets and excel spreadsheet for additions and deletions.  The auditors would download this to get the information needed to close this year’s audit.

Mr. Biron said another deadline is coming June 30, 2007.  This for infrastructure fixed assets such as roads, sidewalks, and bridges.  
Judy MacDonald asked about recommendations.
Mr. Biron said there will be a lot of recommendations in different areas.  He said there will be suggestions for policy and procedure for departments who collect fees for permits or licenses.  

Mr. Biron said it was premature to go through recommendations at this time.  He said the audit of cash went “pretty well”, but there will be recommendations, such as monthly reconciliations on format that should be provided to the Town Accountant.

Mr. Healey asked about the Town’s software for GASB 34.  He asked if the auditors were suggested the Town “dump” the one that we have.

Mr. Biron said not yet, but he wasn’t ruling that out.  He said the town’s software is fairly expensive.

Mr. Healey asked if the fact that the Town owns the software would make a difference.

Mr. Biron said ongoing maintenance would be reviewed.

Selectman Spataro asked Mr. Biron to provide a background of his firm.

Mr. Biron said his firm employees about 85 people with 5 offices in Massachusetts.  He said the firm specializes in municipal auditing, and has worked with about 100 municipalities.  He has been with the firm for 25 years.

Request for Family Type Campground Permit – 68 Purchase Street
This item was postponed to May 15, 2006.

Meeting with Finance Committee – RE:  Reserve Fund Transfer
Members of the Finance Committee were present.
Chairman, Rich Pavadore, told the Board that the reserve fund transfer request had been discussed, and the end result was a vote in favor of transferring $12,354.75 to cover Labor Counsel’s bills through March.

Chairman Perkins thanked the FinCom.  He said the Board would do what it has to to pay the rest of the bills.
Mr. Pavadore said one point of contention was the lack of information given by the Board.  He said the FinCom “had no feel of what is coming”.  He said it became a moral argument.

Chairman Perkins said, in the future, if the Board realizes during the course of the year that it is getting into this type of situation, it will send a memo telling the FinCom of the anticipation of the shortfall.

Selectwoman Brunelle suggested that the Board gets estimation from Labor Counsel as to issues that will go forward to the next fiscal year.  
Selectman Bond asked the FinCom if Town Counsel had provided information as to what type of information the Board can disclose regarding pending cases.

Mr. Pavadore said he would have to speak to him.  He noted that Town Counsel said the Board doesn’t have to provide anything, but the FinCom also does not have to give the transfer.

Chairman Perkins said he had spoken to Labor Counsel who agreed with Attorney Murray.  He noted the Board had provided suggested information regarding the cases for the FinCom tonight.

Mr. Pavadore also questioned what the bottom line deficit figure is that is being used.

Mr. Healey said $1.7 million - $1.1 million with the 5% cuts.

NEW BUSINESS
Request to Use Town Hall Lawn – Central Baptist Church
Upon motion by Selectman Bond and seconded by Selectwoman Brunelle, the Board

VOTED:  To approve the request of Central Baptist Church to use the Town Hall lawn on Sunday, May 21, 2006 from 1:00 PM to 4:00 PM for a picnic.


Unanimous Vote.

Request for Permission for Road Race – Old Colony YMCA
Upon motion by Selectman Spataro and seconded by Selectwoman Brunelle, the Board

VOTED:  To approve the request of the Old Colony YMCA to hold a road race on June 3, 2006 and a Triathlon on July 16, 2006, with the course to begin at Camp Yomechas and run along Rte. 28 to Rocky Gutter St., Purchase St., Thomas St., Tispaquin St., and back on Rte. 28 to the camp, subject to the Police Department’s approval.


Unanimous Vote.

Request for Earth Removal Extension – Doyle Cranberry Company – Plympton Street
Mr. Healey said he recommended approval of this request.  He said the operator is G. Lopes, who has done a good job.  He said the project is winding down.  He noted that this permit involved straightening out a mess from Melville next door.  He said the project should be complete within one year.
Chairman Perkins asked if any modifications should be made to the Order of Conditions.

Mr. Healey said no.

Selectman Bond asked if the Bond would be extended.
Mr. Healey said a new bond has been received.

Selectman Spataro asked if there have been any complaints or comments from neighbors.
Mr. Healey said no.

Upon motion by Selectwoman Brunelle and seconded by Selectman Bond, the Board

VOTED:  To approve the request for a one year extension to Earth Removal Permit#03-3 for Doyle Cranberry Company for property located off of Plympton Street.


Unanimous Vote.

OLD BUSINESS
12 Highland Street
There was no new information on this item.

Downtown Parking
Selectman Bond noted correspondence from Hugh Bigelow regarding handicapped parking.  This will be added to the discussion with the Police Chief and Highway Superintendent.
It was noted that the likelihood of a meeting with the Police Chief being held soon was low given the upcoming Town Meeting and budget discussions.

Chairman Perkins asked Mr. Healey to send a letter to Mr. Bigelow to let him know it will be addressed with the other parking issues.

Danielle Bowker told the Board that the ‘Robin’s Nest’ building has been sold and Dunkin’ Donuts has asked for a permit.  She said the first design is showing 6 parking spaces.  She noted that staff will have to utilize the municipal parking lot behind the Police Station.  She asked about utilizing land behind the tennis courts.  She also expressed concerns with traffic issues that will result from the proposed drive-thru.  She said she was concerned with public safety vehicles that won’t be able to get through.

Chairman Perkins asked if the project would require a hearing before the Zoning Board.

Mr. Healey said he did not believe so.  He noted that the application came in “with one day to spare” in terms of having to be permitted to operate a drive-thru.

Ruth Geoffroy explained that a proposed zoning change is being requested at the upcoming Town Meeting.  She said Town Counsel would have to advise whether or not the change would effect their application.

Selectman Bond asked if the zoning bylaws or MGL had a “safety value provision” which could be used when there is a threat to public safety, health, or welfare.

Ms. Geoffroy said she did not believe so.

Selectman Spataro noted that Peirce Street is now narrower than it previously was because of the expansion of the sidewalks.  He said this should also be reviewed by the Police Chief.

TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT
Insurance Advisory Committee Meeting
An Insurance Advisory Committee meeting will be held on Friday, May 12th at 11 AM.  Department Heads, Board Members and Union Representatives have been invited.

Chairman Perkins said this was a step in the right direction.

Legal Bills
Funds are needed to pay the attorneys involved in the Corrosion Control case and the Landfill case.

Chairman Perkins asked if the information had been supplied to the FinCom.

Mr. Healey said it had.

Selectwoman Brunelle asked for an anticipated cost for the next fiscal year.

Mr. Healey suggested $10,000.

Landfill Update
Weston & Sampson has submitted a letter to the Department of Environmental Protection making the case for “equivalencies”.

Chairman Perkins asked if Mr. Healey had any idea which way DEP would go.

Mr. Healey said he didn’t believe DEP would look with favor on the equivalencies.

Ongoing Correspondence
· Mr. Healey noted ongoing correspondence with Lisa Higgins regarding the Cleaning and Lining Project.  She maintains that contracts were not available in the Town Accountant’s Office regarding this work.  He had suggested that she check with the Town Clerk as Sandy Bernier was Town Clerk/Accountant.  He did not hear back from Ms. Higgins, and subsequently asked Weston & Sampson to send copies of the contracts to Ms. Higgins.
· Notices were sent to the Town Manager Search Committee rescheduling the meeting with the FinCom to May 15th.

· The Building Commissioner has been asked to conduct a “sweep” to identify junk car locations that need enforcement.

· An application to the Conservation Commission was received from Michael O’Shaughnessy.

· Letters were hand-delivered to S-N Bedding Company and NES Clothing Company concerning their failure to complete EDIP Annual Reporting.

· Maintenance issues have been brought to the attention of the Highway Superintendent.
· Mr. Healey said he will have a report from the engineer of the O’Connor’s bog within the next couple of days.  The Board has received correspondence in tonight’s packet from abutters.

· Mr. Healey told the Board that he has researched all statutes from 1940 to 1980 concerning the supply of water to Lakeville customers.  Three (2) Special Acts were found:  Chapter 432, of the Acts of 1950 provides for sewerage for the Lakeville State Sanatorium, Chapter 316 of the Acts of 1953 provides for water service to the Lakeville State Sanatorium, and Chapter 465 of the Acts of 1957 amends Chapter 316 of the Acts of 1953.

Mr. Healey said a 1960 statute was found concerning customers on Rhode Island Road.  When Rte. 495 was built their wells went dry.  As a result, the Town of Middleborough provided water to them.
No statutory authority to provide water exists today for Bridge and Main Streets.  

Mr. Healey noted a letter that was sent by Attorney Murray stating he had spoken to Lakeville’s Town Counsel.

Attorney Murray’s letter states that Lakeville’s Counsel expressed concern regarding Middleborough’s refusal to provide water service to Lakeville properties currently served by Middleborough.  He also suggested that Lakeville could take action to stop Middleborough from operating water service for Main Street and Bridge Street customers because the service was not supported by an IMA.

Selectman Bond noted that the letter says that Lakeville won’t accept the definition for a change in use or a higher rate.
Selectman Bond questioned if Lakeville’s Counsel had indicated when water would be shut off to Lakeville.

Mr. Healey said that Mr. LaCamera had indicated that the 1988 agreement regarding the water and sewer lines that were installed guaranteed water to Main and Bridge Streets.  Mr. Healey said there is nothing mentioned in the agreement.

Discussion ensued on how to respond to Town Counsel’s letter.

Selectman Bond suggested sending a letter directly to Lakeville’s Selectmen.

Upon motion by Selectman Spataro and seconded by Selectwoman Brunelle, the Board

VOTED:  To ask Attorney Murray to clarify what Lakeville’s Town Counsel meant in his letter and to give a better explanation.


Unanimous Vote.

Jane Lopes noted that at the May 1st meeting, Mr. LaCamera had alluded that he had written legislation that guaranteed water to Lakeville, including residential customers.

Upon motion by Selectman Spataro and seconded by Selectman Bond, the Board

VOTED:  To ask Mr. LaCamera to provide copies of this correspondence to the Board.


Unanimous Vote.

SELECTMEN’S BILLS
There were no bills to pay this week.

OTHER
May 4th Meeting
Selectman Spataro noted a lot of positive things had come from the May 4th meeting, and he wanted to follow up.

Selectman Spataro told the Board that he has asked the Board’s Secretary to provide information regarding who has antennas on the water towers.  He suggested putting out an RFP.

Chairman Perkins said the antennas are primarily for public safety.  He questioned if there was any room left.

Mr. Healey said there is the 5.5 million gallon tank and other areas are being explored.

Selectman Spataro said he would work with Mr. Healey.

Selectman Spataro said he is also checking on advertising on town property.

Upon motion by Selectman Bond and seconded by Selectwoman Brunelle, the Board

VOTED:  To send a letter to the State Legislators asking to file legislation on behalf of the Town of Middleborough to assess impact fees.


Unanimous Vote.

Selectman Spataro also asked about having inmates do community work.  He said if there aren’t funds for guards to supervise the prisoners, could the Town pay the guard’s salary.  

Chairman Perkins said he would speak to the Sheriff to see if there is a funding mechanism.

It was noted that the Police Station, Town Hall, and Animal Shelter need painting.

Mr. Healey told the Board that he had met with Don Triner, a Commissioner for the G&E, regarding his idea of charging a rental fee for electric and gas meters.  This could provide an additional $2 million to the Town if the Commissioners approved.
Chairman Perkins asked Mr. Healey to stay on top of this.  He noted this would be a long term fix, providing a lot of money.

Selectman Bond suggested Town Counsel be asked if there were any legal issues concerning this.

Chairman Perkins said that would happen on the G&E end.  He said it would be wise to ask Town Counsel to keep the Board informed.

Selectman Bond said, without going to voters, the Board was considering a draconian imposition.  He suggested voters should choose how large they want their government to be.
Selectwoman Brunelle said the issue is a taxpayer issue, not a ratepayer.  She said it wasn’t fair to put the burden onto the rate payers of the G&E Department, but noted it was “worth asking” to find out if the Board could do it.

Chairman Perkins said he realized the difficulty and impact of coming up with this years budget.  He said people want the services they have, but don’t want to spend more in their tax bill.  He said this will shut down departments and decimate others.  The FinCom will develop a budget to present to Town Meeting.  Those departments who get cut will “put 300 people in that room”.  The department won’t be cut, and we will be there the next week trying to balance the budget.  He said Don Triner has come up with an alternative measure to maintain what we have today.
Selectman Bond said there are 16,000 voters in town.  He suggested giving the people choices.  Services will be skelitonized.  If the people don’t want that, an override will have to be voted.  He said he is philosophically bothered by imposing a fee.

Eileen Gates addressed the Board, saying that Middleboro has reached the point where an override will be necessary to keep it fully operational.  She said only so many fees can be implemented.  She said she didn’t feel an override would pass at this time, but if waiting to the fall, people would have a better understanding of what services will be effected.  She suggested placing the question on the November ballot.

Chairman Perkins said if we wait until November, we will be 5 months into the year and digging a deeper hole.

Selectman Spataro noted that, once someone is let go, we may not be able to bring him/her back.
Selectwoman Brunelle said if there is any available funding next fall it cannot be used to balance the budget.  It should be set aside to offset the following year’s impacts.

Chairman Perkins suggested a committee should be formed to get information out regarding an override.  

Selectwoman Brunelle noted that the Town is still funding the School Department $1.3 million over and above net school spending.  She said half of the impact should be absorbed by General Government, and half by the School Department.

Selectman Bond said the concept is to the get the cuts down.  Prioritization needs to occur to push the concept of an override to eliminate cuts.  He suggested a 5 year comprehensive plan should be developed.

Ms. Gates suggested postponing Town Meeting until the override question is asked.
Mr. Healey said the Town needs to present a balanced budget by July 1st.

Discussion ensued on comments made by Steve Studley regarding “money being left on the table in terms of assessed value and levy.  He is waiting to hear from Barbara Erickson.

Judy MacDonald said she had spoken to Mr. Studley.  His concern is that, because values on houses have gone up so drastically, there is “room for an override”.  He said the Town has more taxing capacity to bring ourselves up to what the average taxpayer pays in other towns.

Ruth Geoffroy noted that houses on large parcels of land have had values increase drastically.  She worried that this will send farm land to 40B.
Selectman Bond was concerned with driving out residents on a fixed income and low income with an override or additional fees or taxes.

Selectman Spataro said there are tinderbox issues such as the Library and Park Department.  He questioned selling the North Middleboro Fire Station.  He said these would all be test points for whether or not people are interested in an override.

Danielle Bowker agreed that the Board cannot wait until November to discuss the issue of an override.  She noted the Library does have a 5 year plan.  Circulation has increased 30% since 2001.  She noted that, if the Library is “zeroed out”, it is an automatic decertification and 2 years to get it back.

Upon motion by Selectman Bond and seconded by Selectman Spataro, the Board

VOTED:  To ask the Town Manager to prepare a presentation for next week’s meeting with suggested cuts, and override variations.


Unanimous Vote.

Mr. Healey said the Board will have to prioritize.  He asked if there should be talk of a 1/12 budget.  

Ms. MacDonald said Town Meeting would have to vote each month.
The COA will be reminded to submit a letter regarding user fees.

Ms. Geoffroy said the Planning Board will get to the concept of an increase in user fees.

Upon motion by Selectman Bond and seconded by Selectman Spataro, the Board

VOTED:  To send a letter asking the Park Commissioners to provide the Board with a list of reasonable user fees for the services provided by the Park Department, indicating what type of increase above the current fees would be necessary for sustaining the Park Department.


Unanimous Vote.

CORRESPONDENCE 
· Correspondence from Michael Nunes will be forwarded to the Building Commissioner.  Chairman Perkins said he agreed with Mr. Nunes noting he hadn’t seen a lot of pooling on the property.
· The Board discussed correspondence from Middleboro on the Move concerning the Freight House on the Washburn Mill property.

Discussion ensued on the Board’s deadline to issue an RFP within 2 months.  

Selectman Bond said this would give an idea of developers who are interested in doing something.  MOM could then make a recommendation to the best use.

Chairman Perkins said if the RFP is put out prior to making a recommendation for the highest and best use, it might be possible not to get the responses that we might otherwise have.

Upon motion by Selectman Bond and seconded by Selectwoman Brunelle, the Board

VOTED:  To invite MOM to meet with the Board on May 15th to further discuss the RFP and potential Grants.


Unanimous Vote.

A copy of MOM’s letter concerning Grants will be sent to the Director of the OECD.

Upon motion by Selectman Bond and seconded by Selectman Spataro, the Board 

VOTED:  To enter into Executive Session at 9:47 PM, not to return to Open Session, for the purpose of discussing Contract Negotiations.
A poll vote was taken.  Selectman Spataro, Selectman Bond, Selectwoman Brunelle, and Chairman Perkins approved.


VOTE 4 - 0
Diane Henault, Secretary

BOARD OF SELECTMEN
11 of 15

