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The meeting was called to order at 7:03 PM.

Selectman Andrews, Selectwoman Brunelle, and Selectman Spataro were present.

Selectman Bond and Chairman Perkins were absent.

Upon motion by Selectman Spataro and seconded by Selectwoman Brunelle, the Board

VOTED:  To authorize Selectman Andrews to act as Chairman for tonight’s meeting.


Unanimous Vote.

SELECTMEN’S MINUTES
Upon motion by Selectwoman Brunelle and seconded by Selectman Spataro, the Board


VOTED:  To approve the Minutes of March 6, 2006.

Unanimous Vote.

Upon motion by Selectwoman Brunelle and seconded by Selectman Spataro, the Board


VOTED:  To approve the Executive Minutes of March 6, 2006.


Unanimous Vote.

HEARINGS, MEETINGS & LICENSES
Hearing – Request for Road Layout Acceptance – Tarragon Lane – B&K Homes, Inc.
Chairman Andrews read the following:  “The Board of Selectmen will hold a public hearing in the Selectmen’s Meeting Room at the Town Hall, 10 Nickerson Avenue, Middleborough, MA  on Monday, March 13, 2006 at 7:05 PM to accept the layout of Tarragon Lane, located off of Highland Street in Middleborough, MA, on such terms as the Selectmen shall determine for the purposes of a Town way, such property being shown on a plan entitled “Tarragon Estates – Road Layout Plan – Tarragon Lane – Middleborough, Mass.” drawn by Pilling Engineering Group, Inc., which plan is on file with the Town Clerk’s Office.”  The hearing was opened.

Bart Foley, the applicant, was present.  He returned the green cards.
Chairman Andrews read a letter from the Planning Board recommending favorable action.

Hearing no further comments, Chairman Andrews closed the hearing.
Upon motion by Selectwoman Brunelle and seconded by Selectman Spataro, the Board

VOTED:  To accept the layout of Tarragon Lane, located off of Highland Street in Middleborough, MA, for the purposes of a Town way, such property being 
shown on a plan entitled “Tarragon Estates – Road Layout Plan – Tarragon Lane – Middleborough, Mass.” drawn by Pilling Engineering Group, Inc.


Unanimous Vote.

Hearing – Request for WRPD Special Permit – Todd Walantis, Trustee – 90 East Grove Street
Due to lack of a quorum, this hearing will open on March 20, 2006 at 7:05 PM.

Hearing – Request for Class II License – Hyland Group, LLC – 90 East Grove Street 
Chairman Andrews read the following:  “The Middleborough Board of Selectmen will hold a public hearing on Monday, March 13, 2006 at 7:35 PM in the Selectmen’s Meeting Room at the Town Hall, 10 Nickerson Avenue, for the purpose of discussing an application filed by Hylan Group LLC, for a Class II License for the premises located at 90 East Grove Street, Middleboro, MA (Assessors Map 65 Lot 299).  Anyone desiring to be heard on this matter should appear at the time and place designated.”  The hearing was opened.

Upon motion by Selectman Spataro and seconded by Selectwoman Brunelle, the Board

VOTED:  To continue the hearing to March 20, 2006 at the request of the applicant.


Unanimous Vote.

Meeting with Herring Fisheries Commission – RE:  Funding for Retaining Wall
This meeting was cancelled at the request of the Commission.

NEW BUSINESS
Request to Discharge Firearms – Colonial Retriever Field Trial Club
Chairman Andrews read a letter from Duncan Christie requesting permission for the Colonial Retriever Field Trial Club to discharge firearms during the AKC Licensed Retriever Field Trial on Sunday, May 7, 2006.  The trial is run on land owned by Cumberland Farms.

Chairman Andrews read a letter from the Police Chief who had no objection to the request.
Upon motion by Selectwoman Brunelle and seconded by Selectman Spataro, the Board


VOTED:  To approve the request of Duncan Christie.


Unanimous Vote.

Town’s Option to Purchase Chapterland – Dow, Green Real Estate Trust – 101 Tispaquin Street
Chairman Andrews read letters from the ConCom and Assessors who had no interest in the property.

Upon motion by Selectwoman Brunelle and seconded by Selectman Spataro, the Board

VOTED:  TO decline the Town’s Option to purchase Chapterland located at 101 Tispaquin Street.


Unanimous Vote.

Request to Rent Town Hall Auditorium – Central United Methodist Church
Upon motion by Selectwoman Brunelle and seconded by Chairman Andrews, the Board

VOTED:  To approve the request of the Central United Methodist Church to rent the Town Hall Auditorium on May 13, 2006 from 4PM to 9PM for a retirement party, pending the applicant’s receiving appropriate catering permits from the Health Department.


Unanimous Vote.

Request to Use 3rd Floor Conference Room – Middleborough Century Association
Upon motion by Selectwoman Brunelle and seconded by Selectman Spataro, the Board

VOTED:  To approve the request of the Middleborough Century Association to use the 3rd Floor Conference Room in the Bank Building on March 28th at 5PM.

VOTE 2 – 0 – 1 (Chairman Andrews abstained)
Request to Approve Street Names – E911 Database Coordinator
Upon motion by Selectwoman Brunelle and seconded by Selectman Spataro, the Board

VOTED:  To approve the names ‘Rose Ridge Lane’ and ‘Richards Way’ as new street names for a 12 lot subdivision to be built off Highland Street.


Unanimous Vote.

Request to Appoint Acting Town Accountant – Town Accountant
The Board received a request from Lisa Higgins to authorize her to appoint Nancy Robbins as Acting Town Accountant in her absence March 20 – 22, 2006.

Selectwoman Brunelle noted that the Board makes the appointment.

Upon motion by Selectwoman Brunelle and seconded Selectman Spataro, the Board

VOTED:  To appoint Nancy Robbins as Acting Town Accountant for purposes of signing strictly payroll warrants in the absence of Lisa Higgins from March 20 – 22, 2006.


Unanimous Vote.

Discussion ensued concerning Town Department Heads notifying the Board when they will be out of the office for conferences during the year.

Chairman Andrews suggested keeping a 4-month “rolling calendar” as to when they would be out.

Selectwoman Brunelle noted that conferences, and most meetings, are planned out ahead of time.  She suggested getting calendars from all Department Heads that report to the Board, including the Police and Fire Chiefs, Town Manager, and Town Clerk, as to when they will be out of the office for training sessions.

Selectman Spataro suggested this should be given on a quarterly basis.
Selectwoman Brunelle suggested a letter could be sent to the Board’s Secretary who could keep track.

Chairman Andrews asked Mr. Healey to speak to Department Heads as to what method would work best.

Request to Appoint Representative – Washburn Mill Site Study Committee
Upon motion by Selectman Spataro and seconded by Selectwoman Brunelle, the Board

VOTED:  To appoint Selectman Bond as the Board’s Representative to the Washburn Mill Site Study Committee, if he is willing to do it.


Unanimous Vote.

Discussion ensued on the condition of the Freight House.

Mr. Healey said he would contact Bob Whalen and Don Boucher.

Chairman Andrews asked that this item be placed under ‘Old Business’ on future agendas.

Jane Lopes noted that slate shingles that are being removed from the MJHS will be kept and hopefully used on the Freight House.

Request to Approve New ‘29’ Account for Council on Aging
Ted Lang was present.  He told the Board that a request is being made for a new ‘29’ account to be opened for the agency to accept donations and gifts from participants and other individuals for the Activities Room supplies.

Because the donations and gifts fall under Section 53-A of the State laws, the Town Accountant suggests the Board give approval of the request.

Selectwoman Brunelle noted that the Board doesn’t have to approve the acceptance of gifts, but the expenditure from the account.

Upon motion by Selectwoman Brunelle and seconded by Selectman Spataro, the Board

VOTED:  To authorize the expenditure from a 29 account established for the COA to accept donations and gifts from participants and other individuals for the Activities Room supplies.


Unanimous Vote.

OLD BUSINESS
Job Posting – Conservation Commission
The Board received correspondence from Rosemarie Correia, Agent for the ConCom, explaining that the job posting for a Junior Clerk is for an upgrade of the current Clerk.  The salary for this position is paid from the ConCom’s filing fees.

Chairman Andrews said he objected to this because the filing fees “don’t belong to the Department”.

Mr. Healey said that a past Town Meeting vote authorized certain functions of the ConCom to be paid from the filing fees.

Chairman Andrews said he would like this verified.

This item will remain on next week’s agenda.

Publication of Level 3 Sex Offenders in Town Report
The Board’s Secretary explained that Town Counsel’s opinion will be in next week’s packet.

Underage Drinking Forum
Mr. Healey noted that a forum regarding ‘Underage Drinking’ will be held at the Town Hall on Tuesday, March 28th from 7PM to 9PM.  Notices are being sent home with school children.

TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT
Town Accountant’s E-Mail Memo
Mr. Healey told the Board that, at the request of the Board, he had looked into the problem noted by the Town Accountant in her memo to the Board that she could not receive or send emails at times.  He attached records clearly demonstrating that both Ms. Higgins and Ms. Robbins have received and sent and deleted emails every working day going back into November.  Over 1000 emails were received by the Town Accountant over the past several months.

Mr. Healey said he shared the information with Roger Brunelle who said there is no problem with the system, but “pilot error”.

Chairman Andrews noted correspondence from several departments indicating that they have not had a problem with emails.
Annual Town Report
Mr. Healey told the Board that everyone working on the salary information has been notified that May 1st is the “drop dead” date for the printer.
Snow and Ice Gas and Diesel
Mr. Healey told the Board that Don Boucher has kept track on a daily basis and reported the use and asked that the use of gas and diesel for responding to snow and ice conditions be charged to the Snow and Ice Account.  The request has been put on hold by the Town Accountant.

Selectwoman Brunelle noted that several years ago gas and diesel were in individual budgets, not “unclassified”.  To facilitate the payments of bills, all monies have been place din one account.  This was probably done in the late 80s, early 90s.  If accounts were in individual departments, journal entries wouldn’t have to be done.  She noted that the DOR approved this method last year.

Mr. Healey said the Board had voted, last year, to declare a ‘public safety emergency’.  He said we are “not there yet”.  He is looking for a way to properly charge gas and diesel to the snow and ice account this year.  If this can’t be done, the Board would have to declare another safety emergency.  

Vehicle Use Regulations
Mr. Healey asked for an amendment to the Vehicle Use Regulations.  He explained that an employee of the Assessor’s Office had been involved in an accident with a Town vehicle which was very small in nature but did cause some property damage.

The policy had been followed as it didn’t say anything about reporting to the Police Department.

Upon motion by Selectman Spataro and seconded by Selectwoman Brunelle, the Board

VOTED:  To amend the Vehicle Use Policy, #9, by adding section D stating that “all accidents involving town vehicles must be reported to the Police Department prior to leaving the scene.”

Unanimous Vote.

SELECTMEN’S BILLS
Upon motion by Selectwoman Brunelle and seconded by Selectman Spataro, the Board

VOTED:  To pay the bill submitted by SEMASS Partnership in the amount of $8,873.79.
Unanimous Vote.

OTHER
There was no ‘Other’ Business discussed tonight.
CORRESPONDENCE 

· Mr. Healey told the Board that he and Susan McCusker had met with Charles Renfrew who had written a letter to the Board concerning an issue with the Water Department.
The situation was researched and the problem has been resolved.  Mr. Renfrew will pay the balance of the bill due, minus the later charge.

Chairman Andrews noted that he had received a call from Mr. Renfrew who was happy that the problem had been resolved, but said he felt he was treated with less than respect by the Water Department.

Chairman Andrews asked Mr. Healey to remind the employees at the Water Department that residents deserve the right to have billing complaints explained to them.

· The Board received correspondence from Bob Fitzgerald, 14 Highland Street, complaining of illegal building activity at 12 Highland Street.

Bob Whalen also supplied a copy of a letter to the resident of 12 Highland Street ordering him to cease and desist.

Mr. Fitzgerald was present.  He told the Board that building continues.  He said the property looks like a junkyard with unregistered vehicles and tractor trailer bodies.  He said they are also located inside the buffer zone of vegetated wetland which runs off into a bog, into Black Brook, and into the lakes which are a public water supply.

Mr. Healey explained that the owner of the property has moved to Florida.  There has been a succession of people living there.  No transfer of the property has been registered.

Mr. Healey noted that Butch Adameic, Building Department, had a conversation with the tenant regarding the unregistered vehicles.  He was told that the tenant is building a closure for the vehicles which would “solve the problem”.  Mr. Adameic explained that this would not solve the problem, and enforcement action will have to be taken.

Mr. Healey said we are taking the lead from Town Counsel as to how to go about this.  He said there will be a follow up inspection done shortly.
Chairman Andrews asked that this item remain on the Agenda under ‘Old Business’.

· Chairman Andrews read a letter from ‘Ellis & Associates’ to the Middleboro Parks and Recreation Department notifying them that they have been awarded their firm’s prestigious “Bronze National Aquatic Safety Award” pursuant to consistently “exceeding” the criteria for aquatic safety certification this year.

Upon motion by Selectwoman Brunelle and seconded by Selectman Spataro, the Board


VOTED:  To send a letter of congratulations to the Park Department.


Unanimous Vote.

· Residents were notified that 15 year low interest Housing Assistance Rehab loans are available for qualifying single family owner occupied homeowners and low interest equity loans are available to multi-family property owners.

A public hearing/workshop will be held at the Library on March 23rd at 7PM.

· The Board received correspondence from the Planning Board asking that a place be held on the upcoming warrant for an amendment to the Downtown Business District Zoning Bylaw.

Mr. Healey suggested that the Board also ask the Planning Board to commit to a timeframe for the zoning change for the land located on Rte. 28 across from Stop & Shop to Rte. 44, consisting of 34Town-owned acres and an addition 100 acres.  The longer this waits, the longer the delay for a potential revenue source and development of that area for a tax base.  He suggested it should be ready no later than Fall Town Meeting.
Upon motion by Selectman Spataro and seconded by Selectwoman Brunelle, the Board
VOTED:  To ask the Planning Board for a commitment to a time frame to complete the zoning changes for property on Rte. 28, across from Stop & Shop, to Rte. 44, asking that an Article be prepared for the 2006 Fall Town Meeting.


Unanimous Vote.
· The Board’s Secretary will contact the Town Accountant to ask that the calculations for sick leave buyback of her employee be recalculated in accordance with the Contract.
· Upon motion by Selectwoman Brunelle and seconded by Selectman Spataro, the Board
VOTED:  To maintain the mileage reimbursement at 37.5 cents for Town of Middleborough employees.

Unanimous Vote.

· Selectwoman Brunelle will attend the Kiwanis Club’s ‘Couple of the Year’ dinner on April 28th and present a proclamation to David & Judi Johnson.

· The Board received notification from the Plymouth County Retirement Board that this year’s appropriation for the Town of Middleborough is $2,815,649.

Upon motion by Selectwoman Brunelle and seconded by Selectman Spataro, the Board

VOTED:  To adjourn at 8:36 PM.


Unanimous Vote.

Diane Henault, Secretary

BOARD OF SELECTMEN
9 of 9

