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Chairman Perkins called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM.

Selectman Rogers, Selectman Wiksten, Selectwoman Brunelle and Selectman Eayrs were present.

SELECTMEN’S MINUTES

Upon motion by Selectman Eayrs and seconded by Selectwoman Brunelle, the Board


VOTED:  To approve the Minutes of March 3, 2003.


Unanimous Vote.

Upon motion by Selectman Eayrs and seconded by Selectwoman Brunelle, the Board


VOTED:  To approve the Executive Minutes of March 3, 2003.


Unanimous Vote.

HEARINGS, MEETINGS & LICENSES

Meeting with Merrie Mizaras – RE:  Rental of Town Hall Auditorium

The Board met with Merrie Mizaras, Nemasket River Productions, regarding her request to rent the Town Hall Auditorium.  Ms. Mizaras is asking for Beer & Wine Licenses for six (6) performances.  She also asked that, because of the cost, the required police detail be waived for all but one.  She explained that alcohol will only be served 15 minutes before the performance, and during the 15 minute intermission for five (5) of the performances.  Finally, Ms. Mizaras asked the Board if Nemasket could set up the seating, lighting and set pieces starting April 8th through the run of the show ending May 3rd.

Upon motion by Selectwoman Brunelle and seconded by Selectman Eayrs, the Board

VOTED:  To authorize the rental of the Town Hall Auditorium, for the dates requested as printed in a letter to the Board dated February 11, 2003, and to allow the set to remain during that period of time.


Unanimous Vote.

The Board said that a custodian will need to be present when the group meets.

Discussion ensued on the request to waive the police detail.  Selectwoman Brunelle said that the regulations require this, and that had been discussed at length when the application was adopted.  She did not feel it would be in the best interest of the Town to waive this.

Selectman Wiksten agreed, noting that other organizations have been denied this request.

Upon motion by Selectwoman Brunelle and seconded by Selectman Wiksten, the Board


VOTED:  To approve one day liquor licenses for April 18, 19, 25, 26 & May 2, 3.


Unanimous Vote.

Chairman Perkins said Ms. Mizaras would have to make arrangements with the Police Department for a detail.

Request for Earth Removal Permit – A. D. Makepeace – Rocky Meadow Street

Chairman Perkins read the following:  “A hearing will be held in the Selectmen’s Meeting Room at the Town Hall, 10 Nickerson Avenue, Middleborough, MA  on Monday, March 10, 2003 at 7:05 PM, for the purpose of discussing an application filed by William F. Madden, G.A.F. Engineering, Inc. on behalf of A.D. Makepeace Company, for an Earth Removal Permit for property located on Rocky Meadow Street, Middleborough, MA, Assessors Map 054 Lot 6425 & Map 062 Lot 1136.  The reason for this request is for construction of a reservoir.  Anyone desiring to be heard on this matter should appear at the time and place designated.”  The hearing was opened.

Bill Madden, GAF Engineering, Inc., was present.  He returned the green cards.

Mr. Madden explained that the request is proposed to construct a reservoir to supplement the cranberry bogs off of Rocky Meadow Street.  It will consist of approximately 432,787 cubic yards of material to be removed.  He said the applicant has received an Order of Conditions from the Conservation Commission.  Mr. Madden also presented a construction schedule to the Board.

Mr. Madden said that the proposed activities would occur in upland area located to the west of the reservoir project.  He said it is about 800’ from the nearest dwelling.  The applicant is proposing to use an existing access road and to transport the material in a southerly direction onto Rocky Meadow Street and then continue east or west onto Purchase Street.

Mr. Madden told the Board that he hadn’t considered doing the work in phases, but if the Board requested this, it could be done.  He said he expected the project could be done in two (2) years, although he had asked for five (5).  He said there is a lot of interest in material acquisition at this time and therefore the project can be escalated.  

Mr. Madden showed the Board an aerial photo of the project area.

Selectman Rogers noted that he had not received both pages of the Plan, and could not comment on it.  

Selectman Wiksten asked for the dimensions of the haul road.  Mr. Madden set it is approximately 12 feet wide, but the proposal is to widen it to 20’.  Mr. Madden also proposed to place 50’ of bituminous concrete 100’ into the site.

Selectman Wiksten said he wanted to see the proposal for any widening.  He also said 50’ was not enough.  He was also concerned with the widening of the road and the closeness of the Reimel's property.  Selectman Wiksten said he would actually like to see the access road moved.

Mr. Madden said the widening would be done on the northerly side.  He was also not opposed to the suggested increase in the bituminous concrete.

Selectman Wiksten said he was not in favor of a 5 year plan.  He said although the project is good size, it can be completed in 2 years with an aggressive contractor.

Selectwoman Brunelle explained that the Board can only issue a 3 year permit with a 1 year extension.

Mr. Healey asked about a “dead area” adjacent to the pond area.  He asked why this site could not be used for the reservoir.

Mr. Madden said that is the water supply for the cranberry bogs.  Mr. Healey said that the site has not been wet in 17 years.  

Mr. Madden said that the proposed location of the pond avoids having to go through a permitting process at the federal level.

Selectman Wiksten said the Board has tried to keep buffer zones.  He said he wanted something in the plan that would show a 50’ buffer off of the Reimel’s property.

Mr. Madden said he did not object to the request.  Selectman Wiksten emphasized that he wanted the plan to indicate a “no touch zone” to the back of the property.

Selectman Rogers also brought up recent concerns with dust.  Mr. Madden said the applicant could pave to the property corner.  He also asked about tailwater recovery.

Mr. Madden said it does not qualify for tail water recovery due to location.  He said it is supplementary for winter flows, but there is not a lot of volume available.

Selectman Wiksten asked if any testing have been done on water availability.  Mr. Madden said test pits have been done, and there is quite a bit of water available.

Selectman Eayrs asked about access to the property.  He was also concerned with the abutting property being so close to the road.  Mr. Madden said the applicant is agreeable to moving the access road.  He said they were only taking advantage of what is existing.

Selectman Eayrs asked how many truck loads would be used each day.  Mr. Madden said if the project was done in 2 years, it would be 40 trucks/day (80 vehicle trips).

Selectman Wiksten said to include Donald Boucher and Mr. Healey in conversations before the road is changed.  He said he did not want to create more problems in the intersection.

Ragnar Bjornson, 240 Purchase Street, said he was in favor of the plan.

Mr. Healey asked if downstream users would also benefit from this.  Mr. Bjornson said they could possibly, but he was assuming that it would go back to the pond.

Mr. Madden said the water would be handled in the same manner as it is now, which would benefit the downstream users.

Virginia Reimel was present.  She owns the abutting property on Rocky Meadow Street.  She said she was also concerned with the road.  She said it is on the property line, and she was concerned with her septic system caving in.  She also said there are lots of children in the neighborhood.

Norman Bingham-Maas, 184 Rocky Meadow Street, said he lives across from the access road.  He suggested that trucks enter by one direction, and exit the other.

Upon motion by Selectman Wiksten and seconded by Selectman Eayrs, the Board

VOTED:  To continue the hearing for two (2) weeks, asking that the plans be revised to show an alternative roadway in, to pave all the way out to keep the dust down, to create a 50’ buffer with a new roadway, and discontinue the use of the existing roadway.

Unanimous Vote.

Request for Transfer of Liquor License – T.J.’s Convenience – 45 Everett Street

Chairman Perkins read the following.  “A hearing will be held by the Board of Selectmen on Monday, March 10, 2003, at 7:35 PM, in the Selectmen’s Meeting Room at the Town Hall, located at 10 Nickerson Avenue, Middleborough, MA, for the purpose of discussing the request made by Tracey J. Delano d/b/a T.J.’s Convenience, for a Transfer of an Annual Wine & Malt Package Store License for property located at 45 Everett Street, Middleboro, MA shown as Assessors Map 50J Lot 4346.  Anyone desiring to be heard on this matter should appear at the time and place designated.”  The hearing was opened.

Abutters were not required to be notified.  

There were no comments or questions from the Board, or the applicant.  Chairman Perkins closed the hearing.

Upon motion by Selectman Eayrs and seconded by Selectman Wiksten, the Board

VOTED:  To approve the request made by Tracey J. Delano d/b/a T.J.’s Convenience, for a Transfer of an Annual Wine & Malt Package Store License for property located at 45 Everett Street, Middleboro, MA shown as Assessors Map 50J Lot 4346

Unanimous Vote.

Meeting with Richard Chamberlin (ConCom) – RE:  Morgan Property

ConCom Chairman, Richard Chamberlin, met with the Board to discuss the trailer that is on the Morgan property.  Town Counsel has informed the ConCom that they may sell the trailer in an established market now that a public auction has been held for its sale.

Mr. Chamberlin presented a proposal from Century 21.  The only bid at auction was $3,000.  The estimated value of the trailer is $39,900.  Proceeds from the sale would go to the general fund.

Mr. Chamberlin told the Board that the ConCom has spent $4800 since 2000 on expenses related to the trailer.  The Commission is running out of money to continue to pay the expenses.

Selectwoman Brunelle asked if the trailer might be utilized by Habitat for Humanity.  Mr. Chamberlin said he had spoken to the Town Manager about this, and this would not be feasible.  He also had offered it to the School Department for office space or classrooms, but they could not use it.

Mr. Chamberlin noted that there would be an additional cost of $10 - $12,000 to move the trailer and reroof it once it is moved.

Joe Freitas asked why the Town could not rent the trailer to someone.  He said this would provide income to the Town and would also provide caretakers on the property.

Selectwoman Brunelle asked if the ConCom had any position regarding Mr. Freitas’ recommendation.  Mr. Chamberlin said they agreed with Mr. Freitas, but a septic system for the trailer would cost $15 – $20,000.  The mobile home had previously been tied into the cesspool, which has since caved in.

Mr. Freitas suggested a septic system could possibly be done for $5,000.  He said a years rent would pay for this.

Selectman Wiksten said he was not opposed to leasing the property, but was not excited about it.  He asked that this be put off for 1 – 2 weeks to get some prices and ideas.

Selectman Rogers asked what the status was of the water supply.  Mr. Chamberlin guessed that the pump would have to be updated.

Selectman Eayrs said he was not as concerned with the water supply, but wanted to see prices for a septic system.

It was the Board’s consensus to continue the discussion in two (2) weeks.

Mr. Chamberlin reiterated that the ConCom was running out of funds related to the maintenance of the trailer.

NEW BUSINESS

Request for Appointment to Historical Commission – Dennis E. Foye

Mr. Healey asked that the Board ratify the appointment of Dennis E. Foye to the Historical Commission for a term of three (3) years.  He said that the Historical Commission had made this recommendation.

Mr. Foye was present.  He told the Board that he has always been interested in the history of the Town.

Upon motion by Selectman Eayrs and seconded by Selectwoman Brunelle, the Board

VOTED:  To ratify the appointment of Dennis E. Foye to the Historical Commission for a term of three (3) years.


Unanimous Vote.

Request for Reappointment as Constable – Amy J. Kamon
Chairman Perkins said he reviewed Amy Kamon’s application and found it to be complete.

Upon motion by Selectwoman Brunelle and seconded by Selectman Eayrs, the Board


VOTED:  To reappointment Amy Kamon, 39 Winding Way, as Constable.



Unanimous Vote.

Town’s Option to Purchase Chapterland – Bayside – West Grove Street

Upon motion by Selectwoman Brunelle and seconded by Selectman Wiksten, the Board

VOTED:  To decline the option to purchase land on West Grove Street, Assessors Map 057 Lot 2125, owned by Bayside Agricultural, Inc., currently taxed and classified as Recreational Land under Chapter 61A.


Unanimous Vote.

OLD BUSINESS

Request to Review & Sign Engagement Letter – Thevenin, O’Grady & Co., LLP

Upon motion by Selectman Eayrs and seconded by Selectwoman Brunelle, the Board


VOTED:  To approve and sign the Engagement Letter for the auditors.


Unanimous Vote.

Report on Sub-Committee Meeting with Carver Board of Selectmen – RE:  Water Issues

Chairman Perkins told the Board that he and Selectwoman Brunelle had met with the Carver Board of Selectmen to continue discussions on the sale of water.

Chairman Perkins said that they had reiterated their position that they will not go any further until an Agreement is reached for the existing 41 locations.  The next meeting will be held on Saturday, April 12, 2003 at 9:00 AM at the Town Hall.  He said an Agreement should be presented at that time.

Chairman Perkins said that a brief presentation was made by Carver’s engineer, and the benefits to both towns were discussed.

Selectwoman Brunelle said discussions will continue regarding conceptual development.  Talks included the standpipe, development of a well site, and the importance of defining the aquifer and how to protect it.

Chairman Perkins said they are looking to locate federal grant money.  He said they are working with Carver Selectman, Jim Grimes, to send letters to the Congressmen to see what’s available on a regional basis. 

Selectwoman Brunelle said Carver has identified the area in North Carver, off of High Street, as a focal point.  She said they are looking to develop commercial development off of Rte. 44.  She said she wanted to be sure that Middleboro would also benefit.

Selectman Wiksten asked if any benefits had been proposed.  Selectwoman Brunelle said additional fire protection in that area, and the East Middleboro area.  She said they are willing to put up a standpipe.

Selectman Wiksten said he would like to see some of our systems looped.  

Selectwoman Brunelle said any work that is done by Carver will leave us funds to further upgrade our system.

Bob Sullivan, Cedar Street, asked if fire protection in Middleboro would be included in the benefits.  Chairman Perkins said it could.

Selectman Wiksten said he was not “excited” about a successor agreement.  He said it is not fair to tell people that “if they want water to increase protection, they’re going to have to pay for it.”

Selectwoman Brunelle said the Board needs to have this debate.  She said areas will be identified for development as the water system here is developed.

Joe Freitas said he does not favor selling water out of town.  He said he has asked, in the past, for an analysis of our remaining capacity.  

Jane Lopes asked if a previous request for water from Simeone would be part of the successor agreement.  Chairman Perkins said it would not.  He said the successor agreement deals with existing hook ups, and is being done for more definition.

Selectwoman Brunelle said that any additions over and above the Agreement would be an addendum or amendment, and subject to Town Meeting approval.

TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT

Mr. Healey provided an update on the Governor’s budget.  He said the reduction in local aid and the increase in Chapter 70 totals $1.7 million.  He said there are loss of Grants on the school side, including Full Day Kindergarten, and indirect cost increases including unemployment and workers comp, that further reduce the number.

Mr. Healey said the Governor’s budget appears to increase aid in Education, but actually requires General Government to come up with additional monies.  The loss of State aid includes lottery, transportation and PILOT.

A conference call with the Governor’s staff and Administration and Finance staff will be held on Wednesday, March 12th, at 2:30 PM.  

Chairman Perkins agreed that the numbers don’t add up.  He said that line items do not relate to the previous year.

Upon motion by Selectwoman Brunelle and seconded by Selectman Eayrs, the Board

VOTED:  To authorize the Town Manager to notify all employee groups of the need to impact bargain layoffs.


Unanimous Vote.

It was suggested that Labor Counsel be used to draft notices.

Mr. Healey said he is meeting with Department Heads on Friday, to determine the amount of the shortfall and recommend a percentage budget cut.  He noted that some departments have only one or two people, and would not be able to make the cuts requested and there would be further prioritization of departmental functions.  He added that some departments would be cut more.

Mr. Healey said the first step is to identify what the pain will be, what the effects will be on each department.  This will enable the Board to work with the Finance Committee to make judgments and policy decisions.  Chairman Perkins asked that Mr. Healey provide this information to the Board on Monday.

Selectman Rogers noted that the Highway Department had “lost 2 people” who are not being replaced, and had two (2) others retire.  He said the loss of four (4) people resulted in services being lost.  He said this needs to be shown.  

Mr. Healey said it might not be the same cuts that get reflected in a reduction of budget for FY’04.  He said reflection can be made on what the impacts will be in the new budgets, what services will be lost.  He said residents should be asked if they want to buy those services that they won’t get, by debt exclusion or override.  

Selectman Rogers also told Mr. Healey that the Board had asked for a “layoff list”.  Mr. Healey said he could produce this, but felt that the Department Heads need to decide where the cuts will be made.

Selectman Wiksten said there should be a better idea of the numbers on Friday.  He said he would also like to see a narrative from each Department Head as to where and how they propose to cut their budgets.  They need to show where personnel will be lost, and how work would be redistributed.

Chairman Perkins said the “common number” for a shortfall is $3 billion.  If the Governor’s numbers are right, it would only make up $2.1 billion.  The Legislators will be asked to make up the difference.

Selectman Rogers asked Dr. Sullivan to produce how much money would be generated by charging various bussing fees. 

-------------------------------

Selectman Rogers asked Mr. Healey to provide an update on the Ambulance Contract.  Mr. Healey said the Chief is currently working with Town Counsel on Hold Harmless provisions.  A draft is expected later this week.  The Committee will meet again to work out final issues.

SELECTMEN’S BILLS

Upon motion by Selectman Eayrs and seconded by Selectwoman Brunelle, the Board

VOTED:  To pay the bill submitted by Collins, Loughran & Peloquin, P.C. in the amount of $3,787.50.


Unanimous Vote.

Selectman Rogers asked that future bills not list “Miscellaneous” items, but provide an explanation as to what was done.

Upon motion by Selectman Eayrs and seconded by Selectwoman Brunelle, the Board

VOTED:  To pay three (3) bills submitted by the Middleborough Gas & Electric Department in the amounts of $85.78, $233.48 and $554.98, totaling $874.24.


Unanimous Vote.

Upon motion by Selectman Eayrs and seconded by Selectman Wiksten, the Board

VOTED:  To forward the bill submitted by Daley & Witten, LLC in the amount of $11,881.25 to Town Counsel for payment.


Unanimous Vote.

Upon motion by Selectman Eayrs and seconded by Selectman Wiksten, the Board

VOTED:  To pay the bill submitted by Field Engineering Co., Inc. in the amount of $820.00.


Unanimous Vote.

Upon motion by Selectman Eayrs and seconded by Selectwoman Brunelle, the Board

VOTED:  To pay the bill submitted by Hathaway Publishing in the amount of $1,586.09.


Unanimous Vote.

Upon motion by Selectman Eayrs and seconded by Selectwoman Brunelle, the Board

VOTED:  To pay the bill submitted by Franklin Environmental Services, Inc. in the amount of $895.00.


Unanimous Vote.

OTHER

There was no “Other Business” to discuss tonight.

CORRESPONDENCE

· Selectman Wiksten suggested that inspections of restaurants, by the Building Commissioner or the Fire Chief, be tied in with liquor license renewals.  He said, in light of the recent tragedy of West Warwick, RI, the allowed occupancy in rooms needs to be posted prominently.  

Upon motion by Selectman Wiksten and seconded by Selectwoman Brunelle, the Board


VOTED:  To implement inspections of restaurants at the time of renewals.


Unanimous Vote.

Jane Lopes asked if regular inspections are currently done.  Selectman Wiksten said they are, but by implementing the inspections at the time of renewal, uniform inspections are guaranteed.

Chairman Perkins suggested that the Health Inspector might be part of the inspections, too.

Upon motion by Selectwoman Brunelle and seconded by Selectman Eayrs, the Board


VOTED:  To adjourn at 9:30 PM.


Unanimous Vote.

Diane Henault, Secretary
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