Middleborough Board of Selectmen




June 30, 2008

Meeting Minutes

At 7:07 PM Chairman opened meeting by inviting those in attendance to join in the Pledge of Allegiance.

In attendance were Selectmen A. Bond, M. Duphily and S. Spataro.

OLD BUSINESS

Upon motion made by Selectman Spataro and seconded by Selectwoman Duphily, Board


VOTED:  To sign the AMR Ambulance contract.

Unanimous vote.

Chairman updated the Board on the status of bids received for the Rear Mount Aerial Platform Fire Truck.  Bid was awarded to Bulldog Fire Apparatus, 17 Winter Street, Woodville, MA at a price of $916,704. Fire Chief addressed the Board and answered various questions relative to the bid award.  

OTHER

Chairman read aloud a draft reference, for the Board’s consideration, regarding the contributions made by Interim Town Manager Steve Lombard.

Upon motion by Selectman Spataro and seconded by Selectwoman Duphily, Board


VOTED:
To approve. 

OLD BUSINESS

Chairman called upon Attorney Richard Serkey in regards to 6,000 square feet of 61A land located at 231 Thompson Street, also known as the Gibb’s property.  Attorney Serkey explained that this is a separate lot than the land previously purchased by the Town.

Upon motion by Selectwoman Duphily and seconded by Selectman Spataro, Board

VOTED:  To decline the Town’s right to purchase Lot 1, Plan 324 of 2008 Book 54, Page 492. 

Unanimous vote.

Upon motion by Selectman Spataro and seconded by Selectwoman Duphily, Board


VOTED:  To approve June 23, 2008 Minutes.


Unanimous vote.

Upon motion by Selectman Spataro and seconded by Selectwoman Duphily, Board


VOTED:  To approve June 23, 2008 Executive Session Minutes.


Unanimous vote.
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HEARINGS, MEETINGS, & LICENSES

At 7:20 PM, Chairman opened WRPD Public Hearing re 27 Augustus Way.  Chairman read aloud public hearing notice and memorandum addressed to the Board from the Building Commissioner.  Applicant Michael Camara addressed the Board.  Health Officer addressed the Board and stated that this matter does not affect the septic system.  Chairman closed the hearing at 7:33 PM.

Upon motion by Selectwoman Duphily and seconded by Selectman Spataro, Board

VOTED:  To accept and grant permission to Mr. Camara to build his deck.


Unanimous vote.

Board welcomed C.O.A. Director Andrea Priest to discuss the Sr. Tax Abatement program.  A. Priest gave an overview of what she had prepared for the Board’s review as to how the program will be run.  Assessor Appraiser B. Erickson addressed the Board and explained that there are various ways in which the program/abatements can be run, and indicated that it is up to the Board of Selectmen.  Town Manager indicated that the money usually comes from the Town’s overlays for abatements to cover the expenses.  Director Priest is proposing up to a $750. abatement cap per individual, per year, at minimum wage.  Chairman thanked A. Priest for putting the program together.  Chairman suggested establishing a deadline for submission of applications followed by a lottery as the fairest method of selecting candidates.  Chairman recommended some changes in language within the qualification list and suggested that it would be best to run documents by Town Counsel.  Chairman suggested that she lottery for specific positions, seeking qualified individuals for specific needs with a cap of 10 individuals for 2009.  A. Priest informed the Board that September is the intended deadline to finalize this process.  Chairman asked Ms. Priest to work on the changes in language, seek feedback from various departments to learn what their needs are in order to draft the job descriptions, and to work with B. Erickson to work out details.  Ms. Priest will bring matter before the Board again in the near future.

Ms. Priest updated the Board and the public that the shuttle has expanded its pick up route to include the Veterans’ Home on Acorn Hill, which houses twelve Veterans.

NEW BUSINESS

Upon motion by Selectwoman Duphily and seconded by Selectman Spataro, Board

VOTED:  To approve Town Hall Rental application for Nemasket River Productions, to include all requests as presented in the application and cover letter, including six One-day Wine & Malt Beverages Liquor license for October 10, 11, 17, 18, 24, and 25, 2008.


Unanimous vote.
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OTHER

Chairman expressed an interest in forming a committee for the Arts to get some coordination of events.  The matter will be addressed further on a future agenda.

NEW BUSINESS
Upon motion by Selectman Spataro and seconded by Selectwoman Duphily, Board

VOTED:
To reappoint Michael Maddigan and Joseph Freitas, Jr. as Members to the Historical Commission.




Unanimous vote.

Upon motion by Selectman Spataro and seconded by Selectwoman Duphily, Board

VOTED:
To reappoint Norman Diegoli, Harold Atkins, and Neil Rosenthal as members to the Business & Industrial Commission.

Unanimous vote.

Upon motion by Selectman Spataro and seconded by Selectwoman Duphily, Board

VOTED:
To reappoint Gregory Stevens and Ed Beaulieu as Associate Members to the Business & Industrial Commission.




Unanimous vote.

Health Agent addressed the Board to clarify that the Temporary Part-time Animal Control Officer position is a pre-existing position, however, the person who had been working in this capacity has been out for a significant amount of time.

Upon motion by Selectman Spataro and seconded by Selectwoman Duphily, Board


VOTED:  
To approve filling of this vacancy.




Unanimous vote.

Upon motion by Selectman Spataro and seconded by Selectwoman Duphily, Board

VOTED:  
To approve and sign Betterment Agreement for 590 Wareham Street.




Unanimous vote.

HEARINGS, MEETINGS, & LICENSES

At 7:58 PM Chairman opened public hearing on application made by Superior Taxi for an increase in Taxi Fare rates.  Chairman read aloud public hearing notice.  Applicant Maurice DeLongchamps addressed the Board and indicated that he is currently running on a deficit.  Applicant stated that he is up-to-date on his taxes and his insurances.

Chairman closed hearing at 8:01 PM.

Upon motion by Selectman Spataro and seconded by Selectwoman Duphily, Board


VOTED:  To approve request to increase Taxi Fare rates.


Unanimous vote.
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NEW BUSINESS

Chairman welcomed Farmer’s Market Managers  Michael Nash and Darlene Anastas to discuss recent events reported to have occurred at the Farmer’s Market. D. Anastas explained that some of the recent concerns are already being addressed, specifically, the Cirelli issue.  John Parriott indicated that he is in agreement that a resolution has been reached.  Chairman Bond asked if there is a process in place for vendors to have input in the annual market.  D. Anastas stated that the Agricultural Commission provided an opportunity for vendors to raise concerns at Commission meetings.  Chairman asked if there would be a benefit to create some basic set of bylaws to include a budget, advertising, Market Manager, etc.  Mr. Nash and Ms. Anastas indicated that Mr. Nash is the Manager.  Chairman asked if there is a way to implement a more democratic process.  Ms. Anastas stated that she is more than happy to revisit the process of the Town Hall lawn Farmer’s Market.  Ms. Anastas indicated that other Farmer’s Markets have included grievance processes within their policies and that this is something the Town’s Farmer’s Market can review and consider for the future.  Chairman thanked Mr. Nash and Ms. Anastas for coming in.

HEARINGS, MEETINGS, & LICENSES
Board welcomed Austin Sennett, president of Emergency Response Systems (ERS) who attending the meeting to discuss the process of conducting a Fire Chief Assessment Center.  His company is small, by design.  He brought with him Chief Albergini.

At 8:35 PM Selectwoman Brunelle joined meeting.  Mr. Sennett explained the process to the Board.  Mr. Sennett expressed that his job is that of an Assessor and has been for twenty two years.  After some brief discussion on the matter, Chairman thanked Mr. Sennett for coming in.

At 9:02 PM Conservation Agent Patricia Cassady appeared before the Board to request that the Board prepare and sign a letter of support regarding the Open Space Plan

Upon motion by Selectman Spataro and seconded by Selectwoman Duphily, Board

VOTED:  To provide letter of support as shown in the examples provided by Agent Cassady.


Unanimous vote.

OTHER

Chairman noted that the Finance Committee took a vote that if the Town were to leave SRPEDD, it would not be in the best interest of the Town.

OLD BUSINESS
Well Waiver for Tispaquin Street, M66, L6325.  

GTA Engineer George T. Ayoub addressed the Board on behalf of applicant Fadi Heneine.  Health Agent addressed Board and explained that this matter has been outstanding and that she has worked with Mr. Ayoub over the past several weeks on reaching a solution for the plans to meet the required criteria.  Agent asked, out of 
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reasons in accommodating the applicant to reasonably mitigate the impact, that the Board request conditions as listed in the following vote:

Upon motion by Selectwoman Brunelle and seconded by Selectwoman Duphily, Board

VOTED:  To grant request, subject to the following conditions:

1a. Notice is given to the Conservation Commission that it needs to do further review of these plans as they have changed.


1b. Notice is given to the homeowner about this type of system and all it involves.

2.  There be a final grading plan that all runoff will not go onto the roadway or onto the abutter’s property, such that it goes to the rear of the property.

3.  That well tests are conducted once per year for at least the next two years, preferably after the wet season and that a report of the results is submitted to the Health Office for review

and as amended on plan dated June 17, 2002, 4th Revision, Map 66, Lot 6325 Tispaquin Street.

Two in favor.  One opposed.

TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT
1. The MG&E minutes included in his packet to the Board included a vote by the MG&E for a pilot to the Town for $395,106 and in his budget process he had included an estimate of $393,000 so we are within the estimate of meeting the Town Meeting revenues.

2. Thanked the Board for voting to sign letter of recommendation and for the kind words that were said.

3. Submitted resignation, effective July 16, 2008.

4. Thanked the employees for accepting his leadership in following the budget process that he had recommended.

5. Thanked his Assistant Allison Ferreira and noted that she is very professional and has skills and ability will be beneficial and valuable to new Town Manager Charlie Cristello. Thanked the Board of Selectmen for hiring him for this position.

Selectwoman Brunelle expressed her pleasure in having had Mr. Lombard as an employee and thanked him for his many contributions.

BILLS

Upon motion by Selectman Spataro and seconded by Selectwoman Brunelle, Board


VOTED:  To approve payment of legal bill for arbitration in the amount of

$300. 

Three in favor.  One opposed

Upon motion by Selectman Spataro and seconded by Selectwoman Brunelle, Board

VOTED:  To approve payment of bill from SEMASS in the amount of $18,215.97.

Unanimous vote.
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Upon motion by Selectman Spataro and seconded by Selectwoman Brunelle, Board


VOTED:  To approve payment of bill from Verizon in the amount of $81.98.

OTHER
Mike Solimini requested email addresses for all Town Departments.  Chairman offered that the Board will ask I.T. Director R. Brunelle for his position on the matter and will discuss at Board’s next meeting.

CORRESPONDENCE

#1 Board requested document be copied to the Permanent Cable Committee.

At 9:50 PM, upon motion by Selectman Spataro and seconded by Selectwoman Brunelle, Board voted by Roll Call to go into Executive Session to discuss strategy relative to pending litigation.  Roll Call: S. Spataro, Yes; M. Brunelle, Yes; M. Duphily, Yes; A. Bond, Yes.  Chairman announced Board would not return into Open Session.  Ended at 10:00 PM.

________________________________

Jackie Shanley, Confidential Secretary
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