Middleborough Board of Selectmen



July 13, 2009
Meeting Minutes

Chairman opened meeting at 7:00 PM by inviting those in attendance to join in the Pledge of Allegiance.
In attendance were Selectmen P. Rogers, M. Brunelle, S. McKinnon, and A. Rullo.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Resort Committee is meeting on 7-15-09 at 7:30 PM, Town Hall, 10 Nickerson Ave..  Chairman noted that the Town had been given some money by the Wampanoag Tribe for planning purposes and that there is presently a balance of those funds, of which the Town would like to receive feedback from the public as to how it, along with some new planning money, should be spent. Board hopes to hear from the regional committee representing the surrounding towns as well.
Selectwoman Brunelle reminded the public of the Middleborough Music Nights weekly Town Hall lawn concerts and noted that all proceeds go to the Animal Shelter, the Park Department and Middleborough Friends.

Selectman McKinnon announced that the Red White & Blues festival will be held on August 29th from 11 a.m. to 8 p.m. at Battis Field, with all proceeds to benefit Veterans’ Outreach Centers.
Selectman McKinnon announced that on Friday night he had joined the Middleborough Police Department and drove throughout the Town with them to see the police in action.  Selectman McKinnon noted that the Town of Middleborough has fine police officers.

Chairman noted that he can attest to the fine caliber of fire department and ambulance personnel that the Town has based on a recent personal experience.

NEW BUSINESS

Stephen P. Morin, Nemasket River Productions (NRP) Production Manager addressed the Board regarding his application to rent the Town Hall Auditorium on August 10th and 11th, and asked if the rental fee could be waived.

Upon motion by Selectman McKinnon and seconded by Selectman Rullo, Board voted to approve request including the waiver of rental fees.
Three in favor.  P. Rogers abstained.

Selectwoman Brunelle asked that the advertisement signs be moved from time to time so as to not cause long-term damage to the Town Hall lawn.  Mr. Morin agreed to the request.

Upon motion by Selectman Rullo and seconded by Selectman McKinnon, Board voted to approve meeting minutes of 6-29-09.

Two in favor.  P. Rogers and M. Brunelle abstained.
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Kenneth Roberts addressed the Board to propose his plans of opening the “Near Dock” restaurant at 134 N. Main Street.  Upon motion by Selectwoman Brunelle and seconded 
by Selectman Rullo, Board voted to approve a Common Victualler license for the Near Dock restaurant with hours of operation as Sunday through Thursday from 11 a.m. to 9 p.m. and Friday and Saturday from 11 a.m. to 11 pm.

Three in favor.  P. Rogers abstained.

Elmer Wing addressed the Board to propose his plans of opening a 2nd Hand Furniture/Clothing business at 20 Wareham Street.  Selectman Rullo asked the applicant to explain an outstanding bill he is alleged to owe the Middleborough Fire Department.  Applicant gave his explanation and Chairman noted that, according to Town Counsel, the matter could not be considered in deciding upon the 2nd Hand Furniture/Clothing license request. Upon motion by Selectwoman Brunelle and seconded by Selectman McKinnon, Board voted to approve license for Hidden Treasures with hours of operation from 10 a.m. until 8 pm Monday through Saturday.

Three in favor.  P. Rogers abstained.

Selectwoman Brunelle asked applicant to attempt to straighten out issue of outstanding bill owed to Town of Middleborough.  Mr. Wing agreed.
Middleborough Veterans’ Memorial Park Trust (MVMPT) Chairman Don Triner addressed Board seeking a one-day liquor license.
Upon motion by Selectman Rullo and seconded by Selectman McKinnon, Board voted to approve a One-day Wines & Malt Beverages liquor license for Muckey’s Liquors on October 8, 2009 from 7-9 PM for the MVMPT sixth annual Taste of Middleborough at the Middleborough National Guard Armory on Elm Street.

Three in favor.  P. Rogers abstained.

Upon motion by Selectwoman Brunelle and seconded by Selectman McKinnon, Board voted to continue Vernon Street Title V hearing to July 27, 2009 at 7:15 PM.
Three in favor.  P. Rogers abstained.

TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT
Relative to traffic signal & intersection improvements project state Route 105 & I-49, Exit 4 ramps, Clark Street East - Town Manager updated the Board on his meeting today with the Commissioner in Senator Pacheco’s office to discuss adding the signal at Clark Street East.  Town Manager reported that the department is still considering the Town’s request to have that signal and have requested updated data, which we will provide.

Town Manager provided follow up re DEP communication - Wareham Street Trust spill of oil on 91 South Main Street.  Fire Chief reports it was oil dropped into a dumpster which then leaked onto the ground.  It was a simple incident that has been resolved.
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Selectwoman Brunelle asked that the Town Manager, if presented the opportunity, ask the state to consider a traffic signal light for Route 28 near the former Chicken House.
Chairman spoke about two water treatment facilities – the Town may qualify for state program offering loans with low interest to replace one treatment facility and to use towards installing a new system at another.  The Agreement Between the Town of Middleborough and the Wampanoag Tribe commits the Tribe to paying for one water treatment facility. Town Manager recommended having new Water Superintendent attend future Board meeting to provide comments.  Jane Lopes asked if the Town has a cost estimate of these projects.  Chairman confirmed it is available in the Tighe and Bond reports and indicated that he would locate and provide the information to Ms. Lopes.

Trash Pick up – Non Payment of Fees

Town Manager indicated that outstanding fees are incorporated into tax bills, however, he is unaware of the manner in which the Town assures that trash is not picked up for those individuals who owe fees.  He will research and report back to the Board at its next meeting.  Selectwoman Brunelle reported that the trash pick up stops and properties have liens put on them within a year.  Town Manager will confirm process at next meeting.

HEARINGS, MEETINGS & LICENSES

At 7:45 PM Chairman opened public hearing on application made by The Convenience Store, Inc. for the Transfer of a Wines & Malt Beverages Liquor license from Bourne Petroleum, LTD, to The Convenience Store, property located at 414 West Grove Street. Chairman asked to hear comments from public.  Hearing none, Chairman declared hearing closed.  Upon motion by Selectman McKinnon and seconded by Selectwoman Brunelle, Board voted to approve. 

Three in favor.  P. Rogers abstained.

OLD BUSINESS
Department of Public Works Director Job Description
Town Manager provided Board with the Department of Public Works Director job description, which incorporated all changes requested of the Board at its previous meeting.  At the request of Selectman McKinnon, Town Manager gave overview of how this position came to be, explaining that it had been a goal of the Board of Selectmen.

Mike Solimini addressed Board and questioned section of job description that indicates the DPW would maintain “all Town vehicles”.  Town Manager noted that it would be modified.

Resort Planning Monies 

Chairman asked Board if it would be willing to meet on July 27 with Town Planner and OECD Director to hear update of what they have been doing and outline some of their proposals of what they would like to do. 
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Lakeville IMA

Selectman Rogers and Selectwoman Brunelle, agreed to work together and meet with Lakeville.  Chairman will get meeting date to Selectwoman Brunelle.
Selectmen Goals and Objectives

Selectman Rullo read aloud his list of items that he would like the Board to address.
Town Manager to provide status report/review of the Board’s Goals & Objectives at its 8/24/09 meeting.  Town Manager indicated that a Quarterly Report or Monthly Report from the Town Accountant can be arranged.  He will discuss further with Selectman Rullo and Town Accountant S. Dooney.  Board discussed its Goals and Objectives.
Brian Giovanoni addressed the Board and referenced the 12-15-08 meeting at which the Board agreed upon its top five goals.
OTHER
Allin Frawley addressed Board to ask for update regarding Town Website.  Town Manager reported that it is being worked on now and won’t take long before it is completed.
Applying for loan for water treatment facility - Allin Frawley asked if the Town is going to put a proposal together asking the state for a loan, why not send the proposal to the Tribe as well?  Chairman responded that the Commonwealth presents a list at the end of the year called an Intended Use Plan (IUP), which lets communities know if they will be offered a loan and the Tribe has an obligation to come up with money also. Selectwoman Brunelle explained that this was all part of the water and wastewater and this information was given to the engineers working for the Tribe on this project.  They are fully aware that within our agreement they are responsible for a good portion of the expense.

Mr. Frawley asked if the Town will have to renegotiate anticipated costs for materials needed for the proposed resort casino with construction costs on the rise.  Town Manager confirmed that the Agreement with the Tribe does not specify a dollar amount, but rather a commitment to pay for the material period.
Mike Solimini referenced newspaper article he read today re State Revolving Fund program monies.  Chairman explained that these monies are provided as a grant from the Federal Government along with matching funds by the state.  Communities are given these loans but must have an enterprise system in place to pay the guaranteed payment back to the state.  The state takes the money and pays back their bond obligation.  Any surplus money is re-loaned out.  
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CORRESPONDENCE

#’s 4, 5, 16 - Rent Control letters (Edgeway Mobile Home)- Selectman Rullo noted that after reading these letters, he now understands the need for mobile home rent control.
4, 5 & 16 – Secretary to keep filed with Rent Control File and individual mobile home parks.
#11 Casualty loss form - formal notification only
#14 Taxation of Poles and Wires on public ways – Town Manager to review

Upon motion by Selectwoman Brunelle and seconded by Selectman McKinnon, Board voted by Roll Call to go into Executive Session at 9:20 PM to discuss strategy relative to Pending Litigation.  Roll Call: P. Rogers, Yes; M. Brunelle, Yes; S. McKinnon, Yes; A. Rullo, Yes.  Chairman announced Board would not return into Open Session.
​​​​​​​​​​_______________________________

Jackie Shanley, Confidential Secretary
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