Middleborough Board of Selectmen
January 28, 2008
Meeting Minutes




At 7:04 PM Chairwoman opened meeting.



Selectmen P. Rogers, S. Spataro, W. Perkins, A. Bond and M. Brunelle present.

Chairwoman read aloud public hearing notice regarding relocation of Sachem Street.  No one appeared on behalf of the applicants.  Selectman Perkins described the matter as housekeeping at best and explained that if it goes forward, it will straighten out a piece of roadway in Town.  He indicated that there is nothing negative about the request.

Town Planner R. Geoffrey addressed the Board.  Town Planner advised the Board that State law requires that the matter be referred to the Planning Board for an official recommendation.  Upon motion by Selectman Perkins and seconded by Selectman Spataro, Board 

VOTED:  To forward Sachem Street relocation plans to the Planning Board and to continue public hearing to February 25, 2008 to allow time for Planning Board response.  Sachem Street relocation plans are to be forwarded to the Planning Board tomorrow.  

Unanimous vote.

Chairwoman asked the Board if it would chose to discuss request submitted by Nusan Corporation, d.b.a. “The Chicken House” for a one-day Wine and Malt Beverages liquor license.  Board responded in the affirmative.  Chairwoman gave brief overview to the public as to the circumstances leading to the status of the Chicken House liquor license situation.  Board heard from Chicken House General Manager Sharon Patton who expressed that the owner regrets the oversight in failing to renew his 2008 liquor license and that it is his intention to rectify the situation.  Selectman Perkins asked that Health Officer inspections be up-to-date and representatives of The Chicken House indicated that they are.

Upon motion by Selectman Bond and seconded by Selectman Rogers, Board

VOTED:  To grant a special one-day beer and wine liquor license to Huckleberry’s restaurant for no more than 30 days at $25 per day.

Unanimous vote.

Upon motion by Selectman Bond and seconded by Selectman Rogers, Board

VOTED:  To amend motion as follows: “To grant a special one-day beer and wine liquor license to Nusan Corporation, dba Huckleberry’s Chicken House for no more than 30 days at $25.

Unanimous vote.
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Upon motion by Selectman Perkins and seconded by Selectman Bond, Board

VOTED: To authorize granting a Common Victualler’s license forth with, subject to approval by the Health department and all other inspections being in place.

Unanimous vote.

At 7:30 PM Board met with Steve Smith of SRPEDD.  Mr. Smith stated that SRPEDD has concerns about the impacts of large projects, such as casinos, and not just in Middleborough.  SRPEDD is concerned with the impacts of those projects on surrounding towns.  According to Mr. Smith, the contract that the Town has with the Wampanoag’s doesn’t address those concerns for the surrounding towns.    There are some significant traffic numbers that may be associated with this facility that we need to worry about.  Selectman Rogers encouraged Mr. Smith to share with the Board, his input relative to the proposed Resort Casino.  Mr. Smith hasn’t seen any kind of plans relative to gaming rooms, hotel rooms, etc.  

Selectman Bond stated that we have 46,000 acres of land in this Town.  Mr. Smith stated that Myles Standish might be comparable.  Selectman Bond stated that Mr. Smith said there’s no mechanism for sharing money.  Mr. Smith stated that there is no mechanism that ensures that the money comes back to the region.  

Selectman Bond stated that the Town of Middleborough has solidified its deal so far and other Towns are not willing to stake their futures on their good faith in their State representatives.  Mr. Smith agreed.  Mr. Smith thinks it’s only appropriate that SRPEDD works with the Resort Casino Committee and intends to.

Selectman Bond asked Mr. Smith, in his opinion to name what the benefits of this job are.  Mr. Smith answered primarily jobs, and investments.  He looks at traffic and environmental impacts.

Selectman Perkins expressed his personal and professional disappointment in Mr. Smith and in SRPEDD.  Selectman Perkins stated that we were never approached as to the details of this project.  He pointed out to Mr. Smith that although he claimed not have economic models, he just cited three of them, that he keeps coming back to traffic and economic negative issues.  Selectman Perkins stated that the Board of Selectmen/Town of Middleborough is also concerned and had created a committee to study the proposed resort casino.  He further informed Mr. Smith that we have attempted to be part of a regional group.  

Selectman Perkins stated that Mr. Smith appears to have made numerous assumptions and said that he would like to see them backed up.  He asks that SRPEDD do what its supposed to do on a regional level such as looking at all of the impacts, both positive and negative.  Selectman Perkins pointed out that Plymouth County put in the Nuclear Power 
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Plant and they didn’t care how that affected surrounding towns.  He asked Mr. Smith to try to put a positive spin on this and to try working with us instead of against us.  

Mr. Smith claimed that SRPEDD is not attempting to be negative, but rather expressing concerns. He agreed that he did not make an official approach in Middleborough, but 

believes there is still time to work together.  He stated that Mr. Perkin’s point was well taken. 

The Chairwoman expressed that we are looking to build our commercial tax base to offset our residential tax base.  This is the opportunity that knocked on our door and we took it.  Chairwoman Brunelle thanked him, on behalf of the Board and the Town residents, for coming in to talk in person.

Upon motion by Selectman Bond and seconded by Selectman Spataro, Board

VOTED:  To invite Mr. Smith, representatives of SRPEDD, and State representatives to its February 7, 2008 Resort Casino Committee meeting.

Unanimous vote.

At 8:25 PM Board heard from I.T. Director R. Brunelle regarding Hiring of an Attorney for Comcast Franchise.

Upon motion by Selectman Perkins and seconded by Selectman Spataro, Board


VOTED:  To authorize engaging Attorney Robert G. Treano, P.C.


Unanimous vote.

Upon motion by Selectman Perkins and seconded by Selectman Bond, Board

VOTED:  To authorize the use of the Town Hall front lawn for placement of the advertisement sign re Annual Rabies Clinic to be held on 3/30/08 from 1:30 PM until 4:00 PM at the South Middleboro Fire Station (Rte. 28).

Unanimous vote.

Upon motion by Selectman Spataro and seconded by Selectman Bond, Board

VOTED: To authorize Chairwoman to approve & sign, in the absence of the Town Manager, Title 5 Loan Program Grants:

· West Side Septic
$11,290.00

· GAF Engineering
$2,175.00

Unanimous vote.

Upon motion by Selectman Perkins and seconded by Selectman Spataro, Board


VOTED:  To approve and sign Betterment Agreements:

· $16,750.80

· $16,807.50

Unanimous vote.
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Upon motion by Selectman Rogers and seconded by Selectman Bond, Board

VOTED:  To authorize Chairwoman’s signature for FY’08 Community Development Block Grant.


Unanimous vote.

Upon motion by Selectman Spataro and seconded by Selectman Rogers, Board

VOTED:  To approve the use of the Eastern Bank Building Meeting Room by the Veterans’ Services on 2/9/08 re Vietnam Moving Wall.


Unanimous vote.

Upon motion by Selectman Perkins and seconded by Selectman Spataro, Board

VOTED:  To approve use of Town Hall auditorium by Charles Armanetti re Piano Recital on 5/18/08.


Unanimous vote.

Upon motion by Selectman Perkins and seconded by Selectman Rogers, Board

VOTED:  To approve use of Town Hall auditorium by Middleborough Public Schools and to waive building use fees re Art Show on 5/7, 5/8, 5/9 and 5/10/08.


Unanimous vote.

Upon motion by Selectman Perkins and seconded by Selectman Rogers, Board

VOTED:  To approve use of Town Hall auditorium by Brian Cook Schools re Wedding Reception on 5/17/08.


Unanimous vote.

Upon motion by Selectman Perkins and seconded by Selectman Spataro, Board

VOTED:  To approve use of Town Hall auditorium, the Selectmen’s Meeting room, and the Assessor’s Meeting room by Health Care of S.E. Mass, Inc. re Health Summit on 5/2/08.


Unanimous vote.

SELECTMEN’S BILLS

Upon motion by Selectman Bond and seconded by Selectman Spataro, Board

VOTED:  To pay bill submitted by Verizon in the amount of $26.39.

Unanimous vote.

Upon motion by Selectman Bond and seconded by Selectman Spataro, Board

VOTED:  To pay bill submitted by Semass in the amount of $11,301.79.

Unanimous vote.
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Upon motion by Selectman Spataro and seconded by Selectman Bond, Board

VOTED:  To pay bill submitted by Semass in the amount of $11,109.03.

Unanimous vote.

Upon motion by Selectman Bond and seconded by Selectman Perkins, Board


VOTED:  To invite Verizon in to meet next week.

Four in favor.  One opposed.

At 8:30 PM Board met with Finance Committee.  Selectman Bond left the meeting room.  Upon motion by Selectman Perkins and seconded by Selectman Rogers, the following Roll Call vote was recorded:

VOTED:
“To appoint Steve McKinnon, as a member of the Finance Committee, until the next Annual Town election, filling the vacancy caused by the resignation of Peter LePage .

BOARD OF SELECTMEN

UNANIMOUS VOTE

FINANCE COMMITTEE

UNANIMOUS VOTE.”

Board requested that letter dated January 24, 2008 from Commonwealth of MA regarding Trial Court Community Service Programs be forwarded to the police department.

Board requested that letter dated January 18, 2008 from MA Highway re I-495 North – Roadway Resurfacing Pre-construction Conference to be held on February 5, 2008, be forwarded to D. Boucher.

At 8:35 Board met with I.T. Director R. Brunelle, Assessor B. Erickson, and Collector/Treasurer J. MacDonald.  Director Brunelle reported that he does not believe it is necessary to go to quarterly tax billing.  Towns that have gone this way have stayed with it.  The key to going to it is a need to develop the additional income.  Setting a balanced budget at Annual Town Meeting will accomplish that.

Assessor/Appraiser B. Erickson informed the Board that the later in the year that we send our documentation to the State, we are in a contest with other communities getting their tax rates set.  If the Town decides to go towards quarterly tax billing, in the future, there must be a significant amount of advertisement.  It’s her understanding that people have experienced a significant amount of confusion in towns in which this has been implemented.

Treasurer/Collector J. MacDonald reported that we can use cash flow of MG&E as opposed to borrowing it.

If we could get these bills out by October 1st, we would be able to invest money as opposed to using Town MG&E funds.  We would have gained approximately $165,000 had we gotten the bills out this past October.
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Chairwoman Brunelle explained that money had been appropriated from free cash, which did not impact setting the tax rate.  It was the $300,000 deficit walking out of Town Meeting that caused the impact.

Assessor/Appraiser indicated that approximately 99% of Towns indicated that they needed additional staff to help answer questions regarding changes, deal with problems, etc. once switching to quarterly tax billing.

Upon motion by Selectman Bond, seconded by Selectman Perkins, Board

VOTED:  To request spreadsheet with cost analysis, on quarterly basis, as opposed to semi-annual, and to be provided to the Board at its February 25, 2008 meeting.


Unanimous vote.

Beginning at 9:15 PM Board met with the following department heads re budget presentations:

Finance Committee

Assessors

Treasurer/Collector

At 9:30 PM Selectman Bond left the meeting room.

At 9:40 PM Selectman Spataro left the meeting room.

Debt Service
At 9:45 PM Selectman Bond returned to the meeting room.

At 9:47 PM Selectman Spataro returned to the meeting room.

Employee Benefits

At 9:55 PM Selectman Perkins left the meeting room.

Selectman Bond requested that the Treasurer/Collector provide the Board with the number of people (employees) that left the school department.  Requested information to be provided by February 4, 2008.

Unclassified

Selectman Perkins returned to meeting room at 9:56 PM.

Board met with Town Planner R. Geoffroy to discuss/review Town Staff Planner Engineer job description.  Selectman Bond expressed his recommendation for changes to the job description.  Chairwoman brought to the Board’s attention Labor Counsel’s comments received this afternoon and suggested further discussion may need to take place in Executive Session.  Chairwoman suggested that we could work on the job description.  Selectman Rogers commented that the line of text “salary for the General Municipal Employee’s Group contract” should be removed as he thought the Town was getting a 1099 position.  Selectmen Perkins and Bond agreed.  Town Planner explained that it was the intention of the Planning Board to hire a staff person whose length of 
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guaranteed job time was for the length of time that the money continues to be received from the Wampanoag Tribe, or until their services were no longer necessary, or until such time that the Town chooses to fund it out of regular tax dollars.  

Upon motion by Selectman Perkins and seconded by Selectman Rogers, Board

VOTED: Because of its content, the matter should be discussed further in Executive Session, and will be continued for another week.

Unanimous vote.

Park Department:  To be rescheduled to February 11, 2008.
Information Technology

Selectman Spataro left the meeting room at 10 PM.  

Selectwoman Brunelle left the meeting room at 10:04 PM.

Selectman Spataro returned to meeting room at 10:05 PM.  

Selectwoman Brunelle returned to meeting room at 10:15 PM.  

Selectwoman Brunelle abstained from meeting with the I.T. Department.  I.T. Director addressed the Board.

Upon motion by Selectman Rogers and seconded by Selectman Spataro, Board

VOTED: To issue a department memo notifying all employees that a legal library exists and that each department refrain from buying any additional law books without the authorization of the Board of Selectmen.

Unanimous vote.

Upon motion by Selectman Perkins and seconded by Selectman Bond, Board

VOTED:  To ask I.T. Director to draft policy, which will come before the Board, that will ultimately resolve any outstanding problem with purchasing of computer equipment and software.

Unanimous vote.

Board discussed status of Rte. 79 letter received last week from Lakeville Town Administrator Rita Garbett.

Upon motion made by Selectman Perkins and seconded by Selectman Spataro, Board

VOTED: To support, subject to comment by Police Chief and Town Planner.  Lack of comment received, shall constitute, vote of approval of Board.  Chairwoman will contact Town Planner tomorrow. 

At 10:58 Board voted by Roll Call to go into Executive Session discuss strategy relative to collective bargaining and pending litigation.  Roll Call: P. Rogers, Yes; S. Spataro, Yes; A. Bond, Yes; W. Perkins, Yes; M. Brunelle, Yes.  Chairwoman announced Board would return into open session.

At 11:35 PM Board returned into Open Session.
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Chairwoman Brunelle informed Board that the DPW has ratified an agreement to extend the existing union contract for one additional year.

Ended and adjourned at 11:36 PM.

_____________________________________

Jacqueline Shanley, Confidential Secretary
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