Middleborough Board of Selectmen
February 4, 2008

Meeting Minutes

At 7:06 PM Chairwoman opened meeting.

Selectmen P. Rogers, S. Spataro, W. Perkins, A. Bond and M. Brunelle present.

Upon motion by Selectman Spataro and seconded by Selectman Perkins, Board

VOTED:  To approve minutes of January 28, 2008, subject to the Chairwoman’s name being listed as having had been in attendance.

Unanimous vote.

Upon motion by Selectman Bond and seconded by Selectman Spataro, Board

VOTED:  To approve Executive Session minutes of January 28, 2008.

Unanimous vote.

HEARINGS, MEETINGS & LICENSES

Darlene Anastos addressed the Board and spoke on behalf of the Farmer’s Market.  She and Mike Nash are requesting to use the front lawn of Town Hall starting on June 14, 2008 continuing every Saturday until October 25, 2008 for the Town Farmer’s Market.  In addition, this request includes September 20, 2008 from 9 AM until 4 PM for the fall festival celebrating the local farmers.  Chairwoman pointed out that there are some other events believed to be scheduled on July 12th.  Ms. Anastos noted the date and assured the Board that a cooperative arrangement will be made.

Selectman Bond asked applicant how she would handle situation of others wanted to use the location simultaneously.  Applicant responded that she would get vendor contacts and make arrangements to work together.  Board agreed.  The Agricultural Commission will hold a meeting here at Town Hall on March 5, 2008 and invites the public to attend.

Upon motion by Selectman Perkins and seconded by Selectman Bond, Board


VOTED:
To approve request.


Unanimous vote.

NEW BUSINESS
Letter received from Robert and Denise Libenson of 6 Maple Ave. re Tree Complaint:

Upon motion by Selectman Bond and seconded by Selectman Perkins, Board

VOTED:  To forward letter to Donny Boucher and request response by Monday 2/11/08.

Unanimous vote.

Letter received from Manuel Baptiste of 48 Miller Street re Pool house/Storage trailer: 

Building Commissioner addressed Board and asked Board to postpone action as there are two other departments that would like to comment, but were unable to be present this evening. 

Upon motion by Selectman Bond and seconded by Selectman Spataro, Board

VOTED:  To approve Building Commissioner’s request and agreed to address issue on 2/25/08.
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Selectman Bond requested that the Building Commissioner attempt to resolve, if at all possible, before 2/25/08.  Board requested that a copy of the letter be forwarded to the Water Department and the Conservation Commission.

Platinum Auto, Class II Automobile Dealer’s request to change from d.b.a. to Inc.:  

Board agreed to postpone for one week to in order to verify the business address.

Chair read aloud letter submitted by MA Office on Disability and announced that a copy of the letter will be posted in the Selectmen’s Office for the public, if interested.

At 7:20 Board voted by Roll Call to go into Executive Session to discuss strategy relative to collective bargaining and pending litigation.  Roll Call: P. Rogers, Yes; S. Spataro, Yes; M. Brunelle, Yes; W. Perkins; Yes, A. Bond, Yes.  Chairwoman announced Board would return into Open Session.  

At 7:45 PM Board voted by Roll Call to return into Open Session.  Roll Call: P. Rogers, Yes; S. Spataro, Yes; M. Brunelle, Yes; W. Perkins, Yes; A. Bond, Yes.

Chair announced to the public that the Clerical/COA Union and the Board agreed to extend Clerical and C.O.A. contract until 6/30/08 without any changes.  The D.P.W. current contract has been ratified to extend for one-year.

OLD BUSINESS

Route 79

Board received comments from the Town Planner, the Police Chief and the Highway Superintendent.  Chairwoman announced that in speaking with Town Planner, the Town has not been involved in any of these discussions until two weeks ago. Upon motion by Selectman Bond and seconded by Selectman Rogers, Board

VOTED:  To request that the Town Planner arrange for a meeting with MA Highway to express her concerns, and to also forward this letter, received tonight, to the Town of Lakeville for comment, and to make sure that the Town Planner sets up a meeting where all interested parties, including this Board, be included.

Unanimous vote.

Planning Board Staff Planner/Engineer Job Description

Upon motion by Selectman Bond and seconded by Selectman Perkins, Board

VOTED: To instruct Labor Counsel that we have a deadline of next Monday to have documentation in and request status report as to where we are and prognosis of when he will be done to be included in Board’s packets by this Friday.  

Unanimous vote.
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TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT
Board requested that letter from Homeland Security be forwarded to the Police Chief.

CORRESPONDENCE

#6 Letter from George & Mary DeGrasse re Building Commissioner:  
Upon motion by Selectman Spataro and seconded by Selectman Rogers, Board

VOTED:  To put a copy of this letter into the personnel files of the Building Commissioner and the Fire Chief and to issue a letter of commendation to each of them for their fine work in response to a fire on 1/20/08 at 6 Titicut Street.  

Unanimous vote.

Board additionally requested that a copy of the letter from the DeGrasse’s be forwarded to the Building Commissioner and the Fire Chief.  

#13   Public Records Request from Jessica Powell:

Upon motion by Selectman Spataro and seconded by Selectman Perkins Board

VOTED:  To have Town Counsel review for clarification pertaining to the release of Executive Session minutes.

Unanimous vote.

#14 Animal Control Officer (ACO) Proposed By-laws:

Selectman Rogers noted that the ACO has not followed through thoroughly.  Selectman Bond in agreement.  Selectman Rogers suggested comments be sent to the ACO.  At the recommendation of the Chairwoman,  Board agreed to hold preliminary discussion on 3/3/08 on the proposed by-laws and to invite the Agricultural Commission to attend.  

#8 Resort Advisory Committee–Interested Party re Land into Trust–Mashpee 

Upon motion by Selectman Bond and seconded by Selectman Perkins, Board

VOTED: To submit similar letter to the Department of Interior asking for interested party status or at least letting them know that we fit into it.  Selectman Bond to email draft letter to Chairwoman for review.

Unanimous vote.

#13 Public Records Request from Jessica Powell – Further Discussion:

Board had further discussion regarding this matter.  Selectman Bond suggested that the Board’s secretary could keep an Excel database of Executive Session matters so that the Board could track when Executive Session matters are resolved.  Selectman Bond additionally suggested that this could be added to Board’s weekly packets.  Board agreed that this could be done.

#15 Letter from Frances L. Costa re status of Gates property

Board reviewed the discussion that had taken place during its prior meeting with F. Costa.  Board agreed it had offered to email Ms. Costa a response regarding whether or not this real estate transaction qualified as a bonified offer.  The Board had instructed the 
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Town Manager to have Town Counsel research the matter.  Chairwoman Brunelle informed the Board that she had spoken with the Town Manager on 2/3/08 for an update and she indicated that she will follow up with Town Counsel regarding the status of his response.  

OTHER
Selectman Spataro informed the Board that he is officially resigning from the Capital Planning Committee as it often meets during the day and he is unavailable at that time.  Selectman Spataro indicated that Selectman Rogers was willing to serve in this capacity.  
Upon motion by Selectman Bond and seconded by Selectman Perkins, Board

VOTED: To designate Selectman P. Rogers as the Selectman’s representative on the Capital Planning Committee.

Unanimous vote.

Selectman Rogers announced that a letter has been sent to the Town Moderator asking him to appoint a new member-at-large.

Selectman Spataro announced that he had run into Congressman W. Delahunt who had asked that the Board keep him informed regarding the status of the proposed Resort Casino.  Upon motion by Selectman Spataro and seconded by Selectman Perkins, Board 

VOTED: To request that Resort Casino Advisory Committee Chairman B. Giovanoni forward all Resort/Casino information to all Congressmen and State Senators and to also provide a monthly summary status report.

Unanimous vote.  
Brian Giovanoni, who was present, agreed.
Selectman Perkins announced that the Town Manager Search Committee will be called to order again very shortly.   He indicated that he had spoken with Mark Morse, who is doing some preliminary work for us, on Friday, February 1, 2008.  Selectman Perkins indicated that he, himself, would like to see a resolution to this before April.  Chairwoman indicated that, if this is not possible, she would like to set a target date of July 1, 2008.  According to Selectman Perkins, the Town has some very qualified individuals interested in this position.

At 8:27 Board voted by Roll Call to go into Executive Session to discuss strategy relative

to pending litigation.  Roll Call: A. Bond, Yes; W. Perkins, Yes; P. Rogers, Yes; S. Spataro, Yes; M. Brunelle, Yes.  Chairwoman announced Board would return into Open Session.

At 9:04 PM, upon motion by Selectman Spataro and seconded by Selectman Perkins, Board voted by Roll Call to return back into Open Session.  Roll Call: A. Bond, Yes; W. Perkins, Yes; P. Rogers, Yes; S. Spataro, Yes; M. Brunelle, Yes.
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Chairwoman announced that the Board has reached an agreement in settling the Landfill lawsuit and announced that the landfill is up and running.

Meeting ended and adjourned at 9:07 PM.

___________________________________

Jacqueline Shanley, Confidential Secretary

Board of Selectmen
