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SELECTMEN’S MEETING

FEBRUARY 3, 2003

Chairman Perkins called the meeting to order at 7:02 PM. 

Selectman Rogers, Selectwoman Brunelle, and Selectman Eayrs were present.

Selectman Wiksten entered the meeting at 7:17 PM.

Chairman Perkins opened the meeting with a moment of silence to remember those lost in the Columbia tragedy.

SELECTMEN’S MINUTES

Upon motion by Selectman Eayrs and seconded by Selectwoman Brunelle, the Board


VOTED:  To approve the Minutes of January 23, 2003.


Unanimous Vote.

Upon motion by Selectman Eayrs and seconded by Selectwoman Brunelle, the Board


VOTED:  To approve the Minutes of January 27, 2003.


Unanimous Vote.

Upon motion by Selectman Eayrs and seconded by Selectwoman Brunelle, the Board


VOTED:  To approve the Executive Minutes of January 27, 2003.


Unanimous Vote.

HEARINGS, MEETINGS & LICENSES

Meeting with Finance Committee – RE:  Directives Dealing with Budget Cuts

Members of the Finance Committee were present.

Chairman Perkins explained that cuts made by the Governor were not as bad as anticipated.  However, FY ’04 will be more of an issue.

Mr. Healey reminded everyone of the eight (8) directives that the Board had issued.  These include a freeze on hiring and non-essential spending.  He said this could generate savings this year which would help with next years budget.  He said next years budget cuts promise to be 5x as bad as this year.  

Mr. Healey told the Board that he had begun meeting with Department Heads.  He had met with the Police Chief this morning, and reviewed $70,000 in funds that can be cut this year.  In addition, several Highway Department positions have remained unfilled.

Mr. Healey said the strategy is to cut where we can, and show these cuts, along with actual revenue generation.  He said as much as can be done, will be done before asking the taxpayers for more money.  Budget reductions will also be voted under Article 1 of the Special Town Meeting.

Mr. Healey said that Sandy Bernier has advised to transfer any cut monies from individual budgets by vote of Article 1 to the Stabilization Fund.  Discussion ensued on why the monies would not be transferred to Free Cash.  Mr. Healey said he would get further clarification.

Selectwoman Brunelle noted that money put into Free Cash is not readily available, as it has to be certified.

Lisa Clough, Vice-Chairman of the FinCom, told the Board that her committee is looking for direction regarding the FY ’04 budgets. 

Steve Studley explained that the Committee has been trying to stay away from a flat cut across the board.  He said he may not be prudent for a 10% cut across the board.  He asked where the priorities are, and whether or not it was safe to assume that cuts will be made.

Chairman Perkins said Mr. Healey has been asked to work with the Board and the FinCom, to go through the budgetary process.  He has a better working knowledge of specific needs.

Mr. Healey agreed that “across the board” cuts can not be made.  He said there are basic services that have to be maintained.  He said the State has recognized the priority of education by not cutting Chapter 70 money.  Mr. Healey noted that the Town provided $1,452,877 over the Town’s contribution to the School Department last year.  He noted that public safety includes public works and public health responsibilities.  He also warned of making drastic cuts in areas that generate revenues for the town.  He said the plan must be made now, not waiting for the Governor’s budget to come out.

Mr. Healey said the “good news” was that the Chapter 70 money was not cut.  State aid was reduced by $236,829.  He said it would be a monumental task to come out even, and noted it would be a joint effort of all Town departments.

Chairman Perkins suggested looking at the “budgets within a budget”.  He asked what personnel are actually supplying the service, and which are supportive.  He also noted the growth spurt that Middleborough is going through right now.  He said this is felt in all departments.

Joe Correia agreed that money cut from budgets should be set aside, not to be touched.  He said when the Town makes a request for money to be changed into Free Cash, the State will deduct the $236,829 that they’ve already cut.

Mr. Correia also said there is an obligation to the citizens to let them know that it may be necessary to ask for an override.  This information should be given as soon as possible to allow plenty of time to look at this before going to the polls.  He noted that the question can always be withdrawn.

Chairman Perkins said there should be a better understanding of the FY ’04 budget by the end of this month.  He said the Governor will file the House 1 budget, which is a major indicator.  

Selectwoman Brunelle also noted that the assumption cannot be made that positions not filled this year will not be filled next year.  She said any talk of an override will happen on recommendations.  She said the Board is not in a position, at this time, to give definitive direction.  She note the meetings that have been scheduled with Department Heads.

Alice Elwell asked how much money is in the Stabilization Fund.  Mr. Healey said approximately $360,000 and $24,000 in Free Cash.

Ms. Elwell asked what had been cut from the Police Department’s budget.  

Mr. Healey explained that there was $32,000 in a sick leave buyback line.  Because some officers have not retired, this will remain unexpended.  Also, because of vacancies during the year, $38,000 will not be spent.  He noted that FY ’04 will have to be looked at separately, as there are expected retirees.

Ms. Elwell asked about new ideas for generating revenue.  Mr. Healey said he has received suggestions from Department Heads as to where to increase fees.  There has also been talk of a trash and recycling fee.

Jane Lopes asked how many positions have been left vacant, and in what departments.  Mr. Healey said he did not have this information right now.  He was aware of four (4) unfilled positions in the Highway Department.  He also noted that because they’re vacant this year, does not mean they will not be filled next year.  If the vacancy creates overtime staffing at a higher rate, the position can be filled.

Mr. Healey also explained that he has asked each department to give their budgets and staffing levels since 1990.

Mr. Correia noted that the Town is self-insured.  Eliminating a position only eliminates the cost between salary and unemployment payments. Mr. Healey said the “rule of thumb” is for every three (3) people laid off, two (2) more have to be laid off to pay the unemployment.

Selectman Rogers noted that the fire station will be completed in the next year.  He said the Board will need to speak to the Fire and Police Chiefs regarding minimum staffing levels.  He also noted that, besides trash fees, there is a possibility of bussing fees for secondary schools, to maintain basic services.

Jane Lopes asked about the FinCom’s recommendation that the salary adjustments for the Non-Union, approved by the Board, be postponed.  

Joe Correia said that the vote to postpone the salary adjustments was done for three (3) reasons:  

1. The FinCom is not “comfortable” increasing employees salaries;

2. The FY ’04 allocation from the State is not known; and

3. Traditionally, the FinCom has been opposed to using funds in the Stabilization Fund for other than one (1) time costs.

Chairman Perkins responded.  He said, from a historical perspective, the Agreement with the Non-Union took 15 years to complete.  The goal was accomplished this year.  The Board agreed to bring it to the next Town Meeting and fund it effective January 1, 2003.  He said he is in favor of the article, and strongly endorses it.  He said, even given the budget situation, the Board would be “breaking a promise” to the Non-Union if it was not supporting.  If results of cuts require looking a personnel, the time to do it is for 2004.

Selectman Rogers agreed, noting the commitment that was made.  He said the agreement took a lot of work and negotiations.  He said it would not be up to the townspeople to decide.  He asked the FinCom to think about this and reconsider.

Steve Studley said he works for the Department of Corrections and has seen 50 employee layoffs.  He knows the work that was put into the agreement, but supported the postponement until they got a “better feel for what is going on in 04”.  He said he could not give certain people raises, and lay off others.

Chairman Perkins noted that every other Union, every other employee, received raises this year.  Those raises were for the entire year.  The Non-Union is asking for funding for six (6) months of the year.

Mr. Correia said he had made the FinCom motion was a specific reason.  Employees in Unions got raises in July.  He said that all employees are scheduled to get raises in July.  He said the FinCom was not part of the bargaining process, and expected the Board to support this.

Michael Scott, Chadderton Way, asked what the dollar amount was.  Chairman Perkins said approximately $44,000.

Mr. Healey noted that the FinCom would make the motion for Article 1, and the Board would amend it.  He also explained that any department budgets that are reduced will also be part of this article.

Mr. Scott asked if the article will be specifically delineated.  Mr. Healey said it will, showing additions and reductions.

Ruth Geoffroy, a member of the Non-Union Bargaining Committee, and the Ad-Hoc Committee, explained that the request is not for pay raises, but to bring all department heads up in parity with one another.  She said all other groups have this.  She also noted that, as staff is replaced, the Plan gives guidance of pay.  She said she would be concerned if this was not implemented.

Selectman Wiksten noted that everyone got a 3% raise, including the Non-Union.  This is “above and beyond”.  He said the Board has to purport something they negotiated, and let the townspeople decide at the meeting.  He also noted that most people in the Non-Union are upper management, and it would be doubtful that any of these people would be cut.

Chairman Perkins noted that, besides Department Heads, there is a number of support staff.

Mr. Studley said that, from a financial aspect, it is cut and dry:  pay increases versus layoffs.  He said the budget has to be cut.

Selectman Eayrs said he supports the Non-Union.  He said this is the painful upside of the current crisis.  He said Town Government needs to be rethought, with new approaches.  He said everyone should be treated fairly, noting he objected to the Non-Union being “left behind”.  He said he felt strongly that this should be supported, noting if it means layoffs, that’s what it means.  He said if considerations are given to give-backs or renegotiations, it is imperative to deal with all bargaining groups.  He also noted that Town Government will be “smaller”.

Mr. Healey said meetings will be held with individuals who negotiated all agreements to discuss give-backs.  If there have to be layoffs, there will be.  He said the Non-Union agreement is an equity issue.  Everyone needs to be on an equitable playing field, and then deal with the crisis.

Mr. Healey said he hoped the figure for Article 1 would be a negative number, after meeting with Department Heads.

Public Hearing (cont.) – Review Articles for Special Town Meeting

Article 1

The Board asked the FinCom if there were any other items under Article 1.  Ms. Clough said there are two (2) requests:  one for unemployment compensation for the current budget (approximately $5,000), and the other for repairs to the boiler at the Town Hall ($2,163.40).

Mr. Healey said there may be an additional request, noting a letter in the Board’s packets from the auditors.  An additional appropriation of $2,400 is necessary for the GASB 34 compliance.

Article 2

There is one (1) unpaid bill:  $475.46 for Verizon.

Article 3

This article is for the septic betterment program.  The loan is repaid through a betterment on the taxes of those individuals who apply.

Upon motion by Selectwoman Brunelle and seconded by Selectman Eayrs, the Board


VOTED:  To support Article 3.


Unanimous Vote.

Article 4

This article is for the Burkland School electrical fire.  The final figure is not known.  Dr. Robert Sullivan said he was hoping for another check to come in prior to Town Meeting.  

Upon motion by Selectwoman Brunelle and seconded by Selectman Rogers, the Board


VOTED:  To support Article 4.


Unanimous Vote.

Article 5

This article is for Chapter 90 monies.  Donald Boucher, Highway Superintendent, asked the FinCom why they had voted not to support this.  This figure is totally reimbursable.

Ms. Clough said that the FinCom had been waiting to hear from the State whether or not this money would be reimbursed.

Chairman Perkins said this money would not be cut by the State.

Upon motion by Selectwoman Brunelle and seconded by Selectman Eayrs, the Board


VOTED:  To support Article 5.


Unanimous Vote.

Article 6

This article will allow retail space, by Special Permit, in the DO district.  

Mr. Healey said this article is critical to Cirelli’s relocation.  The article was developed in consultation with Dan Murray and Ruth Geoffroy.

Ruth Geoffroy explained that the Zoning By-Law allows accessory uses.  Town Counsel feels that retail uses are not necessarily accessory by definition.  This article will clarify this.  She also noted that a public hearing is scheduled for February 11th.

Selectwoman Brunelle asked if this would allow other businesses in that district to establish retail outlets.  Ms. Geoffroy said this can only be done through a Special Permit granted by the Planning Board.

Selectwoman Brunelle asked about the concern for traffic.  Ms. Geoffroy noted there are not requirements stated in DO zoning.  This was done to allow latitude for the Town to accommodate larger projects.  She said the parks are designed for a lot of traffic.  There will be signalization at the Plymouth Savings Bank.  She said small accessory retails were not expected to impact peak hours.

Mr. Healey agreed noting that if another business applied, it would be reviewed on a case by case basis.

Selectwoman Brunelle asked if the hours of operation could be established within the permitting process.  Ms. Geoffroy said the hours might effect the morning traffic, but the problem is in the afternoon, at which time the hours would not be restricted.

Neil Rosenthal said this article was a shift in direction from what the DO district was designed for.  He said Cirelli’s is a good project, and he supported making the accommodation.  He asked why the article could not be specific to Cirelli’s.

Ms. Geoffroy said that, to make it specific, would constitute “spot zoning”, which is not constitutional.  The wording says the Special Permit may be granted.  She said no other business has asked, and the Planning Board will set the standards.  She noted that the DO district on the other side of 495 can do a full compliment of retail uses in that area.

Upon motion by Selectman Eayrs and seconded by Selectman Wiksten, the Board


VOTED:  To support Article 6.


VOTE 4 – 0 – 1 (Selectwoman Brunelle abstained)

Selectwoman Brunelle said she would wait until the Public Hearing.

Articles 7 & 8

These articles are related to Cirelli’s TIF agreement.  The site must be site specific and the project certification application must be site specific for that area.

The Board discussed an item under “New Business” requesting to approve & sign the TIF Agreement with Cirelli’s.

Bruce Arons explained the TIF Agreement.  He said the TIF Committee feels that this is the best TIF negotiated to date.  He said he will product a lot of revenue, and will create a good amount of new growth.

Upon motion by Selectman Eayrs and seconded by Selectwoman Brunelle, the Board


VOTED:  To support the TIF Agreement with Cirelli Foods, Inc.


Unanimous Vote.

Upon motion by Selectman Eayrs and seconded by Selectwoman Brunelle, the Board


VOTED: To support Articles 7 & 8.


Unanimous Vote.

Article 9

This article would allow Cirelli’s to obtain a liquor license, through legislation.  This article is also crucial to Cirelli’s relocation.

Upon motion by Selectman Eayrs and seconded by Selectman Wiksten, the Board


VOTED:  To support Article 9.


VOTE 4 – 0 – 1 (Selectwoman Brunelle abstained)

Article 10

This article is in regards to the TIF with Ocean Spray.  The Board had previously reviewed and voted to support it.

Mr. Arons explained this TIF Agreement.  Mr. Healey said he was anxious for this investment, noting that it would allow an existing building to be occupied, and generate revenues through water and sewer.

Upon motion by Selectman Eayrs and seconded by Selectwoman Brunelle, the Board


VOTED:  To approve Article 10.


Unanimous Vote.

Article 11

This article is the Project Certification Application for Ocean Spray Cranberries, Inc.

Upon motion by Selectman Eayrs and seconded by Selectwoman Brunelle, the Board



VOTED:  To approve Article 11.


Unanimous Vote.

Articles 12, 13 & 14

These articles are all in regards to the transfer of the Washburn Mill property to Costello Dismantling.  

Upon motion by Selectman Eayrs and seconded by Selectwoman Brunelle, the Board


VOTED:  To support Articles 12, 13 & 14.


Unanimous Vote.

Article 15

This is a bylaw regarding unauthorized use of the Town’s public water.  A change was made to allow the use when authorized by the Board of Selectmen.

Upon motion by Selectman Eayrs and seconded by Selectwoman Brunelle, the Board


VOTED:  To support Article 15.


Unanimous Vote.

Article 16

This article is necessary to reduce copper levels.  The money will be taken from the Wastewater Enterprise Free Cash, and will not expend any tax dollars.

Upon motion by Selectman Eayrs and seconded by Selectman Rogers, the Board


VOTED:  To support Article 16.


Unanimous Vote.

Articles 17 & 18

These articles are in regards to the designing, engineering, and construction of a Gas Recovery System at the Landfill.

Upon motion by Selectman Eayrs and seconded by Selectman Rogers, the Board


VOTED:  To support Articles 17 & 18.


Unanimous Vote.

Article 19

This article is necessary to correct a clerical error, in pay raises, made by a Department Head.

Upon motion by Selectwoman Brunelle and seconded by Selectman Eayrs, the Board


VOTED:  To support Article 19.


Unanimous Vote.

Article 20

This article is necessary to discontinue a portion of Old Thompson Street.  Discussion ensued.

Ms. Geoffroy told the Board that this piece of roadway had been laid out by the County Commissioners.  They will also need to vote to discontinue this.  She said it is not quite clear at this time whether or not the Town also needs to vote this article.  She is requesting that it be left on, and tabled if necessary.  She also requested that language be changed to say “discontinue and/or abandon”.

Upon motion by Selectwoman Brunelle and seconded by Selectman Eayrs, the Board


VOTED:  To support Article 20.


Unanimous Vote.

Article 21

This article is for the Town to accept a parcel of land off Plympton Street, as a gift.

Upon motion by Selectman Eayrs and seconded by Selectman Rogers, the Board


VOTED:  To support Article 21.


Unanimous Vote.

Article 22

This is a standard article to hear the report of any Committee.

Upon motion by Selectman Eayrs and seconded by Selectwoman Brunelle, the Board

VOTED:  To sign the Warrant for the Special Town Meeting to be held on February 24, 2003.


Unanimous Vote.

Upon motion by Selectman Eayrs and seconded by Selectwoman Brunelle, the Board

VOTED:  To enter into Executive Session at 9:00 PM, to return to Open Session, for the purpose of discussing Litigation.

A poll vote was taken.  Selectman Rogers, Selectman Wiksten, Selectwoman Brunelle, Selectman Eayrs and Chairman Perkins approved.


VOTE 5 – 0 

-----RECONVENE TO OPEN SESSION-----

NEW BUSINESS

Request to Appoint Police Officers – Police Chief

Upon motion by Selectman Eayrs and seconded by Selectman Wiksten, the Board

VOTED:  To appoint the following individuals to fill (2) of the (3) currently vacant positions at the Police Department:


Richard J. Harvey, Jr.

Effective February 4, 2003


Todd Bazarewsky

Effective February 10, 2003


Unanimous Vote.

It was noted that Conditional Offers of Employment had previously been offered by the Board.

Request to Approve & Sign Engagement Letter – Town Clerk & Accountant

The Board received a request to approve and sign an Engagement Letter from Thevenin, O’Grady & Co., LLP, the Town’s auditors, for services they will render to see that the financial statements of the Town are in compliance with GASB 34.  An additional appropriation of $2,400 is needed, and will have to be appropriated under Article 1 of the Special Town Meeting.

Selectwoman Brunelle asked that the request be held until after Town Meeting, as the funding has not yet been approved.

Selectman Rogers said he was confused about GASB.  He said the Board had recently signed an agreement for the Wastewater Department.  Mr. Healey said he would get an explanation for Selectman Rogers, and noted this has to do with the auditors.

Selectwoman Brunelle explained that the Board had approved a contract with Wes Gardner to do the study and work.  Now the auditors will review that work.

Selectman Rogers noted a supplement that had been approved a few weeks ago.  He asked why the Water Department was being charged.

Request to Rent Town Hall Auditorium – Lincoln D. Lynch & School Street Schools

Upon motion by Selectman Eayrs and seconded by Selectwoman Brunelle, the Board

VOTED:  To approve the request made by Jeff Stevens to rent the Town Hall Auditorium on Friday, February 28th and Friday, March 7th from 6:00 to 8:30 PM for a kindergarten dance.


Unanimous Vote.

Request for Sewer & Water Allocation – Cubellis Saivetz Associates

Upon motion by Selectman Eayrs and seconded by Selectman Wiksten, the Board

VOTED:  To approve the request made by Cubellis Saivetz Associates for a sewer and water allocation to the Plymouth Savings Bank located at the corner of Campanelli Drive and Bedford Street in Campanelli Business Park for an expansion of the facilities that will result in a calculated increase in flow of 1125 gallons per day, bringing the total calculation of water and sewer usage for the building to 4375 gallons per day.


Unanimous Vote.

OLD BUSINESS

Discuss Constables – Fees for Application & Setting Quota

Chief Russell responded to the Board’s question of what a fair application fee would be for constables.  He said fifty dollars ($50.00).  He also suggested a change in the CORI form that would allow the Selectmen to review the results.

Selectwoman Brunelle said she had looked at other communities, and felt $50.00 was a reasonable fee.

Upon motion by Selectman Eayrs and seconded by Selectman Wiksten, the Board


VOTED:  To change the CORI language and to establish a $50.00 application fee.


Unanimous Vote.

Jim Carey, a resident, was present.  He said he is a licensed constable in Easton, Foxboro and Mansfield.  He is interested in becoming a constable for Middleborough.  He asked what the appointment period is.

Chairman Perkins said the appointments, and fees, would be for one (1) year.

Discussion ensued on setting a quota.

Chairman Perkins noted that the Town currently has eight (8), and he felt there was no reason to have more than this.  He felt that eight (8) was too many.

Selectman Rogers suggested asking the Police Chief what he felt the Town required.

Selectman Eayrs said he was not comfortable limiting the number, noting that he has not heard complaints.

Selectman Wiksten noted that one (1) of the constables is Jack Howard, who serves the Town.  He said he would not be opposed to setting the quota at eight (8), excluding Jack Howard.

Upon motion by Selectman Wiksten and seconded by Selectman Eayrs, the Board

VOTED:  To limit the number of Constables in Middleborough to eight (8), not including Jack Howard, who serves the Town.


Unanimous Vote.

Karen Blair, a constable in Middleborough, asked if the CORI check would be necessary if she had already gone through the process.

Chairman Perkins said yes, it would be required annually.

Upon motion by Selectman Wiksten and seconded by Selectman Eayrs, the Board

VOTED:  To ask the Police Chief for a recommendation in reference to the number of Constables.


Unanimous Vote.

The Board’s Secretary will contact the current constables to ask that they pick up the new application.

TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT

Mr. Healey gave the Board correspondence from Ted Lang making his case to fill positions.  Chairman Perkins noted that it will be an offset, if not it will cost the Town more money.

Upon motion by Selectman Eayrs and seconded by Selectman Rogers, the Board

VOTED:  To waive the hiring freeze to allow the hiring of a Social Day Care Aide and a Kitchen Aide at the COA.


Unanimous Vote.

SELECTMEN’S BILLS

Upon motion by Selectwoman Brunelle and seconded by Selectman Eayrs, the Board

VOTED:  To pay the bill submitted by the Middleborough Gas & Electric Department in the amount of $5.35.


Unanimous Vote.

OTHER

Chairman Perkins reported on the meeting with the Carver Board of Selectmen that he and Selectwoman Brunelle had attended, in reference to water negotiations.

He said the first item of business was to clean up the previous agreement and deed.  He said Dick Tinkham has been given the completed “as-builts”.  The Board has also been given a new infrastructure deed that is being reviewed by Town Counsel.

Chairman Perkins said that a lengthy discussion focused around the industrial park off of Rte. 44.  He said that Simeone is looking for 8500 gal/day.  He said that Flattley has expressed concern for the plaza where the Shaw’s store is now located.  He said it would be easier to find a use for the property if they had water.

Selectwoman Brunelle noted that the last agreement has been “cleared up” and they are ready to go forwarded with a successor agreement.  She said Carver still owes a list of the actual people who are supposed to be tied into the system now.

Chairman Perkins said a short-term successor agreement was discussed for the North Carver area.  The long-term agreement will discuss the South Carver and South Middleborough areas.  He said a task force should be established to develop a conceptual plan to tie in both towns.  H recommend the Committee include himself, Selectwoman Brunelle, the Town Manager, the Water Superintendent, the Town Planner, a member of the B&I Commission, Bruce Arons and possibly three (3) residents at large.

Chairman Perkins said that the discussion was in reference to what the Town would do and what the benefits would be.  He said everyone has agreed that, if it is not beneficial to both towns, it would not happen.  He said Carver has a location for storage and an aquifer.  They have no other infrastructure other than what we’ve provided at this time.  He said they are developing their system, and we are adding and looping ours.  He said this would offer the possibility of the availability of water to East Middleborough residents.

Selectman Wiksten felt that they needed to talk “as a Board”.  He said he does not have a lot of faith in a regional system, noting that we do not need Carver, they need us.  He said we need a storage facility to supply water to their customers.  

Selectman Wiksten said looping the system through Plympton would add another agreement with them.  He said he is not ready to go this far.  He felt Carver should supply the land and put up the water tower for us to supply water tot them.

Selectwoman Brunelle said that a newspaper had reported on the regionalization.  She said this is only exploratory to see what benefits there would be to both communities.  If there were no benefits to Middleborough, it would go no further.

Chairman Perkins said the quotes in the newspaper were taken out of context.  He said regionalization was only mentioned because there may or may not be federal grant money.

Selectman Wiksten said he felt the Board was “heading down the right road” with Simeone, looping the water main, and finding water loss within our Town.

Chairman Perkins said a number of people will meet with the Town Manager for GIS mapping.  A sketch will be developed as to the concept.

Selectwoman Brunelle said that she has asked them what they were looking for, and how we would benefit.  She said this would not be sold at Town Meeting unless there’s a tremendous benefit to Middleborough.  She said the Board would not know until they see the conceptual plan.

Selectwoman Brunelle also noted that Middleborough protects its aquifers, and suggested Carver look at their own.  A copy of our WRPD By-law will be provided to them.

Upon motion by Selectwoman Brunelle and seconded by Selectman Eayrs, the Board

VOTED:  To authorize the Town Manager to share information with the Town of Carver, to develop a conceptual plan.


Unanimous Vote.

Selectman Wiksten suggested the Board wait before appointing a task force.  He said Mr. Healey, Ms. Geoffroy and Mr. Tinkham need to be involved at this point.

Mr. Healey said he will talk to Ms. Geoffroy.

CORRESPONDENCE

· The Board received the results of the bids for the bus transportation.  Selectman Rogers said that Dr. Sullivan has been requested to provide numbers for charging $25, $50, or $100 for kids that go to secondary schools.

· Selectman Rogers noted correspondence from the Police Chief that said that the U.S. Department of Justice in Washington had advised that waivers for the manning of the Police Department could only be granted at the time of application.

Selectman Rogers said that the Board would be better off getting a reply from Congressman Frank.  He felt the Board would be given a different answer.  He said he would wait to hear the Police Chief’s presentation.

Selectwoman Brunelle asked for a copy of the original grant.

Upon motion by Selectman Rogers and seconded by Selectwoman Brunelle, the Board

VOTED:  Given the need to ask for a waiver, the Board would request such waiver through the office of Congressman Frank.


Unanimous Vote.

Mr. Healey said he would speak to the Police Chief and schedule him in for an explanation.

· The Town of Halifax will hold a Public Records Workshop on Thursday, February 27th at 10:00 AM.  Department Heads are urged to attend.

· The Board received a notice from Mass Housing regarding “The Groves” @ Middleboro Village.  This is Debbie Blais’ property.

· The application for $250,000 in HOME Downpayment and Closing Cost funds was approved.  The funds should become available for the public in March.  Anyone interested in learning about the program should call 508-821-1092.

· Chairman Perkins asked if an answer had been giving to the Department of Environmental Protection regarding the spill at the Fire Station.  Mr. Healey will check with the Fire Chief.

· Upon motion by Selectman Eayrs and seconded by Selectwoman Brunelle, the Board

VOTED:  To send a letter of thanks to the American Red Cross, Jericho Christian Fellowship, and the Sacred Heart Church for their assistance with the Benton Street residents who were victims of a fire.

Upon motion by Selectman Eayrs and seconded by Selectwoman Brunelle, the Board


VOTED:  To adjourn at 10:12 PM.


Unanimous Vote.

Diane Henault, Secretary
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