Middleborough Board of Selectmen


 December 14, 2009

Meeting Minutes

Chairman opened meeting at 7:08 PM by inviting those in attendance to join in the Pledge of Allegiance.

In attendance were: Selectmen P. Rogers, M. Brunelle, M. Duphily, S. McKinnon and A. Rullo.

Upon motion by Selectman McKinnon and seconded by Selectwoman Brunelle, Board voted to approve 11/30/09 meeting minutes.

Four in favor.  P. Rogers abstained.

Upon motion by Selectman McKinnon and seconded by Selectwoman Brunelle, Board voted to approve 11/30/09 Executive Session meeting minutes.

Four in favor.  P. Rogers abstained.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Nemasket Apartments has openings.  Middleborough residents get first priority.  There will be additional openings in January and only one Middleborough resident is on the waiting list.

NEW BUSINESS
Wastewater abatement - 9 Clayton Road
Town Manager explained that the water meter on property at 9 Clayton Road reads in gallons and not cubic feet.  Due to mechanical mistake in billing (not converting before factoring fee due), abatement is justified.  Town Manager to look into whether or not this is the only gallon meter in Town.

Upon motion by Selectwoman Brunelle and seconded by Selectman Rullo, Board voted to approve abatement in the amount of $10,037.28.

Four in favor.  P. Rogers Abstained.

Upon motion by Selectwoman Duphily and seconded by Selectman Rullo, Board voted to approve placement of holiday sign on Town Hall lawn by Middleboro Education Association, starting immediately until 1/6/09.

Four in favor.  P. Rogers abstained.

Upon motion by Selectman McKinnon and seconded by Selectman Rullo, Board voted to approve Town Hall Auditorium rental by Middleboro Lion’s Club for 4/9/10 from 12 Noon until 12 Midnight.

Four in favor.  P. Rogers abstained.

Upon motion by Selectwoman Duphily and seconded by Selectwoman Brunelle, Board voted to appoint Louise Dery-Wells as a member of the Cultural Council.

Four in favor. P. Rogers abstained.

Upon motion by Selectman McKinnon and seconded by Selectwoman Brunelle,

Board voted to approve 2010 Renewal Liquor Licenses, as presented.

Four in favor. P. Rogers abstained.

Upon motion by Selectman McKinnon and seconded by Selectwoman Duphily, Board voted to approve 2010 Common Victualler’s Renewal licenses numbers 1-19, as presented.

Four in favor.  P. Rogers abstained.

Upon motion by Selectman McKinnon and seconded by Selectwoman Brunelle, 

Board voted to approve 2010 Automatic Amusement Device Renewal licenses, as presented, except for “Not the Same Old Country Store” until confirmation that this store is still in business.
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Four in favor.  P. Rogers abstained.

Upon motion by Selectman McKinnon, and seconded by Selectwoman Brunelle,

Board voted to approve 2010 Automobile Dealer Renewal licenses, as presented, except for Wareham Street Motors, subject to receipt of report by Building Commissioner and confirmation of all taxes paid.

Four in favor.  P. Rogers abstained.

Upon motion by Selectman McKinnon and seconded by Selectwoman Duphily, Board voted to approve 2010 Taxi Renewal licenses, as presented, subject to confirmation of all taxes paid.

Four in favor.  P. Rogers abstained.

Upon motion by Selectman McKinnon and seconded by Selectwoman Duphily, Board voted to approve 2010 Live Entertainment Renewal licenses, as presented, except for Victor’s Restaurant & Pub, subject to confirmation of all taxes paid.

Four in favor.  P. Rogers abstained.

Chairman advised Board’s secretary that VFW request to remain open until 2 A.M. on New Year’s Eve. must be provided on letterhead.

Upon motion by Selectman McKinnon and seconded by Selectwoman Brunelle, Board voted to certify that LDT, d.b.a. The Courtyard Restaurant did not renew its 2010 Liquor license.

Four in favor.  P. Rogers abstained.

OLD BUSINESS

Goals and Objectives
Board members selected their top three priorities under Goals & Objectives.  Town Manager will compile list for the Board.

Selectwoman Brunelle suggested combining some, such as financial planning with budget discussions and #15.  She asked Town Manager to look over for consideration

And to include in list what we are already working on.

HEARINGS, MEETINGS & LICENSES
Casino Pre-Planning Funds: 

Thompson Street Agricultural Heritage Corridor Study

Planning Director R. Geoffroy presented the attached three proposals for the Board re Casino Pre-Planning Funds: Thompson Street Agricultural Heritage Corridor Study; Oliver Estate Land Appraisal; and Town Land Ring Road Geometry Layout.  

Bob Bernstein founder and director of Land for Good addressed the Board to propose that his company assist the Town of Middleborough and the Committee for the Preservation of Thompson Street by conducting the project as outlined in the attached proposal.

Selectwoman Brunelle asked if this would be on an individual basis or would it be mandatory that everyone be involved.  R. Geoffroy explained that what the Town will be paying for would not be to include everyone.  Individual farm planning will come from other funds that are not Town related.  The idea is to give farmers options.  Most landowners want to keep their land as agricultural.  This is an effort to give them the tools to help them keep land as agricultural.

Jane Lopes offered that the Historical Commission voted unanimously to support this application.  The Committee approached the Historical Commission looking for ways to preserve their land as agricultural land.  It is not just the Casino, but also the location of Oak Point at the other end of Thompson Street.  It is one of the last rural areas and historical buildings and landscapes in Town.
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Mr. Bernstein explained that it’s all about informing people and increasing the likelihood that they will make the best choice.  It’s all about educating the residents.  Hope to outline as many options as possible for consideration.

A representative of the Agricultural Commission noted that because of the level of personal finances and the privacy of that, the Commission believes having an independent company provide services, is best.

Mrs. Bassett hopes Board will support this proposal.  A. Frawley addressed Board to say he agrees with Mrs. Bassett.  J. Spalding addressed Board to offer that this would lay the ground work for future community development.  She supports the proposal.  Town Manager supports the proposal.

Upon motion by Selectman McKinnon and seconded by Selectwoman Brunelle,

Board voted to approve the use of Casino Pre-Planning Funds for the proposal re 

Thompson Street Agricultural Heritage Corridor Study in the amount of $16,655 under the direction of the Town Manager.

Four in favor.  P. Rogers abstained.

Oliver Estate Land Appraisal

Town Manager supports.  Jane Lopes offered that the Historical Commission unanimously voted to support.
Upon motion by Selectwoman Brunelle and seconded by Selectwoman Duphily, Board voted unanimously to approve the use of $2,100 for the Oliver Estate Land Appraisal, under the care of the Town Manager.

Four in favor.  P. Rogers abstained.

Town Land Ring Road Geometry Layout
Town Manager supports.  Upon motion by Selectman McKinnon and seconded by Selectwoman Brunelle, Board voted to approve the use of $8,900 for the Town Land Ring Road Geometry Layout, under the direction of the Town Manager.

Four in favor.  P. Rogers abstained.

Town’s I.T. System – Report on Proposed Assessment

Selectwoman Brunelle left meeting.  Selectman Rullo reviewed his report as presented on the attached.

Selectman Rullo suggested that the proposed Resort Casino will not have a dramatic impact on I.T. infrastructure.  Selectman McKinnon disagreed, noting that there

will be more children in the school system and the Town will need to know the expandability.

Finance Committee member Jason Ruth addressed Board to say that he did research today and for FY10.  He found some possible grants on state website that would be applicable to our Town – Energy Efficiency and Block grant.  He wants to do some more research.  He will give copies to the Town Manager as requested by Selectwoman Duphily.  He feels assessment is necessary.  B. Giovanoni thanked Selectman Rullo for providing report.  Finance Committee Chairman R. Pavadore offered that he had spoken with Selectman Rullo, agrees with his recommendation, and asks to keep the Finance Committee in the loop.  He wants to make sure that we do not veer off the Finance Committee’s original request.

Upon motion by Selectwoman Duphily and seconded by Selectman McKinnon, Board voted to authorize Town Manager to move ahead on this issue and return to Board when ready to do so.

Four in favor.  P. Rogers abstained.

Chairman thanked Selectman Rullo for providing report.
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Selectwoman Brunelle returned to meeting.

TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT

Upon motion by Selectwoman Duphily and seconded by Selectman Rullo, Board voted to approve FY’10 Indirect Costs Report.

Four in favor.  P. Rogers abstained.

Town Manager will forward Insurance Advisory letter to the Board in which it supports utilizing MIIA Health Insurance program.

Selectwoman Duphily asked Town Manager if this program/benefits will be the same for employees as what they have now.  Town Manager responded that, at minimum, the program will be the same.  Selectman Rullo asked Town Manager when he will begin 

talking to bargaining units about it.  Town Manager responded that he has already introduced, but will discuss further in January.

Upon motion by Selectman McKinnon and seconded by Selectman Rullo, Board voted to procure health care products from MIIA beginning 7/1/10.

Four in favor.  M. Brunelle abstained.  Chairman acknowledged Town Manager’s time spent on this.

Town Manager asked the Board to think about Town Report dedication and cover.

Selectwoman Brunelle suggested residents make suggestions.  Selectwoman Duphily suggested Historical Commission make suggestions.

Board agreed to discuss Town Hall room rental correspondence from Captain Wiksten at another time.

Upon motion by Selectwoman Brunelle and seconded by Selectman McKinnon, Board voted to authorize posting job vacancy to fill position of Wastewater Operator/Mechanic 

Selectwoman Brunelle requested posting be put on website.  Town Manager agreed.

OTHER

Selectwoman Duphily reported that she had received a telephone call today from a resident that the odor from the landfill has been extremely strong over the past few days – methane gas.  She asked that this be looked into.  She also, suggested that the Historical Commission compile a list of appropriate names for streets that can be chosen from.  Selectwoman Brunelle added that the Planning Department must be included.

Chairman requested notice be sent to Bruce Gates that Board would like some say in how these names come about and that we are also asking Historical Commission and Planning 

Board.  Jane Lopes offered that the Historical Commission could come up with some generic names, but that it might be better if there’s a new subdivision, asking the Historical Commission to come up with a name at that time instead.

Selectwoman Duphily offered that she doesn’t want indiscriminate silly names for driveway streets.  J. Lopes suggested asking Planning Board to develop policy.

R. Geoffroy noted that streets were re-named for E-911, therefore, there is an issue with renaming existing streets.

Selectman Rullo recognized group of people who built house this past week for disabled Veteran.  John Falcione stepped up to be General Contractor and wanted to recognize him.
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J. Spalding noted that this weekend, she had MRC volunteers assist with H1N1 clinics.

She thanked them for being local heroes.

Selectwoman Brunelle asked when feasibility study is due back on St. Luke’s hospital.

Chairman Rogers responded that the Police Station Building Study Committee is meeting on Wednesday.  He can provide feedback after that.

Selectman Rullo asked if the Selectmen independently register for the MMA meeting and cover own expense, to which the response was yes.

CORRESPONDENCE

#2 Fire Department received staffing grant.

#7 Hillcrest complaint – appears to be resolved.  To be kept on file.

Upon motion by Selectman McKinnon and Seconded by Selectwoman Brunelle, Board voted by Roll Call to go into Executive Session at 9:40 PM to discuss strategy relative to Pending Litigation.  Roll Call: A. Rullo, Yes; M. Duphily, Yes; S. McKinnon, Yes; M. Brunelle, Yes; P. Rogers, Yes.  Chairman announced Board would not return into Open Session.

_________________________________

Jackie Shanley, Confidential Secretary 
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