Middleborough Board of Selectmen



December 1, 2008

Meeting Minutes

Acting Chairman P. Rogers opened meeting at 7:01 PM.

In attendance were Selectmen P. Rogers, S. Spataro, M. Duphily and M. Brunelle.

Upon motion by Selectman Spataro and seconded by Selectwoman Brunelle, Board voted to approve 11/24/08 meeting minutes.

Three in favor. Selectman Rogers abstained.

Upon motion by Selectman Spataro and seconded by Selectwoman Brunelle, Board voted to approve 11/24/08 Executive Session meeting minutes.

Three in favor.  Selectman Rogers abstained.

HEARINGS, MEETINGS, & LICENSES
A-Plus Waste Removal – Follow up

Chairman announced that the DEP did issue an Administrative Consent Order (ACO) with a suspended penalty to A-Plus Waste Removal and Mitchell Industries for being in violation of holding over trash on site without a permit to do so.  The penalty was in the amount of $18,500.  If they violate any of the conditions in the ACO, the fines will be re-instated with ongoing daily fines in the amount of $500. for each day that the violations continue.  Chairman read aloud a portion of the ACO.  The respondent signed the order indicating that he agrees with it and in doing so, is stating that he agrees to comply.
Health Officer J. Spalding addressed the Board:  Residents contacted her today regarding the composting area and work that allegedly went on this past weekend. DEP had indicated that they were unaware that the composting area had been there all summer. This past Sunday there were vehicles operating on site.  With the Board’s permission, she will follow up with DEP this week regarding this matter.  Documents from DEP state that the hours of operation in this area are Monday through Friday from 8 AM until 4 PM only.  There are some parts of the DEP agreement that concern her and she will review it with DEP.

Upon motion by Selectman Spataro and seconded by Selectwoman Duphily, Board voted to authorize the Health Officer to follow up with DEP regarding the composting area.

Three in favor.  Selectman Rogers abstained.  

Jeff Caswell, 85 River Street, addressed the Board and asked if Mr. High has begun permitting process, where asbestos is going, who is monitoring that, and who’s paying for the removal.  Chairman pointed out that the DEP is investigating and it is ordering a chain of custody to begin.

Attorney Wyman representing A Plus Waste Removal addressed the Board and reiterated that asbestos (insulation) had been removed and that the DEP consent order suggests that, as any demolition moves forward, any asbestos contained therein must be reported to the DEP.  Chairman explained that the licensed site professional probably knows where the asbestos went.  Attorney Wyman indicated that his client has met with MG&E regarding electricity and is working on septic issues.  Once these two items are addressed, he will move toward applying for proper permits to take occupancy.  He further stated that Mr. High has addressed Sunday’s composting operation and will see to it that it does not continue.

Town Planner addressed the Board regarding industrial district and zoning requirements.

The Building Commissioner is aware of issues of concerns.  Town Planner will write a formal letter to the Building Commissioner and copy it to the Board of Selectmen.  The first step would be to talk with the property owner to try and remedy.

Attorney Wyman addressed the Board and clarified that it is his understanding that his client does, in fact, have to pay the $18,500 in $4,000 increments beginning in 90 days.
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NEW BUSINESS

Town Manager and Board reviewed the Five-year Financial Forecast (attached).

Forecast will be updated on a monthly basis.  This is the first pass at it.  Workers’ Compensation must be addressed and it will be the job of each department head to assist in doing so.  Selectwoman Brunelle acknowledged and thanked the Town Manager for preparing this information.  Chairman Rogers requested that the information be posted to the website.

BILLS

Upon motion by Selectwoman Brunelle and seconded by Selectman Spataro, Board voted to approve payment to the Middleboro Post Office in the amount of $670 for the purchase of postage for the Selectmen’s office.

Three in favor.  Selectman Rogers abstained.

TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT
Health Officer addressed the Board and announced that the Assistant Health Officer, Bart Harrison, recently left to pursue an educational career.  
Upon motion by Selectman Spataro and seconded by Selectwoman Brunelle, Board voted to support Health Officer’s request to post for a part-time Assistant Animal Control/Animal Inspector position and an Assistant Animal Control Officer/Inspector

with the understanding that the Health Office clerical position is not to be filled.

Three in favor.  Selectman Rogers abstained.

Goals and Objectives

Town Manager pointed to his consolidated list of Goals and Objectives and noted that he will provide the Board with a memorandum relative to said list at the Board’s next meeting.

It was noted that a SRPEDD meeting is scheduled on 12/11/08 from 10 a.m. to 12 Noon in Seekonk.  Selectman Spataro asked if the Town Manager would be attending.  Town Manager indicated that if he could not, he would make some telephone calls to Mr. Smith or Mike Carroll in Seekonk and share some ideas about what would be viable, such as regional purchasing.  Selectman Rogers suggested that Highway Superintendent D. Boucher be contacted and asked to discuss respecting the no-salt areas with his employees who will be out salting the roads this winter.
OTHER

Selectwoman Brunelle read aloud announcement from Comcast regarding a Holiday Open House to be held on Thursday, December 11, 2008.  Board requested copy be sent to the School Department.

Board requested that Town Manager start writing the Police Chief job description and complete within the next two weeks so that it can be advertised in January with a similar process as was used to hire the Fire Chief.

Brian Giovanoni addressed the Board as a member of the Middleboro Friends and thanked the Board for the use of Town Hall and for allowing the signs to be placed on the Town Hall lawn for the Craft Fair held this past weekend.

Chairman announced that the Board would have Mr. Giovanoni in for a report by the Resort Advisory Committee.  Mr. Giovanoni indicated his group will be meeting on 12/17 or 12/18 and will notify the Board when the best time would be to meet.
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Selectman Spataro acknowledged the work done by Selectwoman Duphily for this past weekends Craft Fair and Selectwoman Brunelle’s work, and the work of others, relative to the Masquerade Ball.

CORRESPONDENCE

#17 Health Officer addressed Board and announced that she has received annual license renewal application from Edgeway Park and recommended that the Board may wish to discuss and review with Town Counsel.  Town Manager announced that Town Counsel is on next week’s agenda to discuss this and various matters under Executive Session.

#9 SRPEDD Assistance to Cities and Towns – Town Manager to look at form.
Upon motion by Selectman Rogers and seconded by Selectwoman Brunelle,

Board voted by Roll Call to go into Executive Session to discuss strategy relative to collective bargaining and pending litigation at 8:51 PM.  Roll Call: S. Spataro, Yes; M. Duphily, Yes; M. Brunelle, Yes; P. Rogers, Yes.  Chairman announced Board would not return into Open Session.  Ended at 9:18 PM.

__________________________________

Jackie Shanley, Confidential Secretary
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