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December 17, 2007

Meeting Minutes

At 7:00 PM Chairwoman M. Brunelle called meeting to order.

Selectmen A. Bond, W. Perkins, P. Rogers, S. Spataro, and M. Brunelle in attendance.

NEW BUSINESS
2008 Non-renewal Liquor Licenses

Upon motion by Selectman W. Perkins and seconded by Selectman P. Rogers, Board 

VOTED:  To certify 2008 Non-renewal Liquor License list which will be forwarded to the Alcoholic Beverages Control Commission, as required.

Unanimous vote.

ABCC Estimated July 2008 Town Population

Upon motion by Selectman W. Perkins and seconded by Selectman P. Rogers, Board

VOTED:  To certify the Alcoholic Beverages Control Commission required estimated July 2008 Town population at 23,000.  

Unanimous vote.

Planning Board Expenditure of Surety

Chairwoman M. Brunelle read into the record the Massachusett’s General Law Chapter 41, Section 81U, email sent by Town Planner re Expenditures of Surety.  Upon motion by Selectman W. Perkins and seconded by Selectman A. Bond, Board  

VOTED:  To approve the expenditure of monies from the Planning Board surety account numbers 89.2585.00 and 89.2589.00, allowing the Planning Board access to the River’s Edge Estates Part I and Part II surety money for completing River’s Edge Estates Part I and Part II subdidvision.

HEARINGS, MEETINGS & LICENSES

At 7:05 PM Board welcomed EMS Chairman W. Warner and Committee members G. Turney, P. Cajun, T. White, and B. Anderson to discuss the RFP process for consideration of a Town ambulance.  Chairman Warner explained that the RFP has been submitted to the Board of Selectmen and that the EMS Committee will leave it up to the Board if it wants to change anything.  The Committee stands by the RFP as presented.  The Committee is happy to answer any questions that the Chief of Police “Acting Fire Chief” may have.  Chief G. Russell addressed the Board and apologized for providing a late response and late comments regarding the RFP.  Chief Russell indicated that he had some changes that he would like to see incorporated into the RFP, mostly typographical errors to be corrected.  Fire Captain J. Wiksten presented the Fire Departments concerns.  Chairwoman Brunelle explained that the Board is looking for a final product, would like to review it before its 1/7/08 meeting, and asked that the Chief and the Committee work together to incorporate any necessary changes.  Chairwoman requested copy be provided to the Board no later than 1-3-08 and asked that the Committee also provide it to Town Counsel for review.  Board 
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VOTED:  To put matter on 1-7-08 Selectmen’s Agenda.

Unanimous vote.

NEW BUSINESS

Betterment Agreement
Upon motion by Selectman S. Spataro and seconded by Selectman A. Bond, Board 

VOTED:  To authorize Chairwoman M. Brunelle to sign the Betterment Agreement on the Board’s behalf.  

Unanimous vote.

Appointment to Herring Fishery Commission
Upon motion by Selectman W. Perkins and seconded by Selectman A. Bond, Board

VOTED:  To appoint Luke Leonard as Herring Fishery Commission Fish Warden.

Unanimous vote.

Appointment To MG&E Commission

Board agreed to hold joint meeting with MG&E on 1/7/08 to appoint new member to the MG&E Commission, filling the vacancy caused by the passing of E. Parks.  The term of this appointment will run until the Annual Town Election in April at which time all interested candidates may run for said position.  Board agreed to have all letters of interest directed to MG&E with a submission deadline of 1/4/08.  

Upon motion by Selectman W. Perkins and seconded by Selectman A. Bond, Board

VOTED:  To send memo to MG&E informing them of the Board’s decision and that all letters of interest will be directed to them.  

Chairwoman M. Brunelle asked the press to advertise.

MG&E Request to Install Antennas

R. Tinkham addressed the Board and provided the following information.

· MG&E requesting to install antennas on standpipe.  

· Interest in doing this is to take advantage of a little larger height as have had some difficulty in communicating with all of their equipment.

·  The only installations that have been allowed are on the painter’s rail and are not attached or welded in any manner to the tower.  

Upon motion by Selectman W. Perkins and seconded by Selectman P. Rogers, Board

VOTED:  To authorize the completion of the project subject to Water department utilizing consultant to ensure proper installation.

 
Unanimous vote.
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Order of Conditions re GAF Engineering – Harju

Upon motion by Selectman W. Perkins and seconded by Selectman P. Rogers, Board      

VOTED:  To follow standard format of conditions.

Unanimous vote.  

Harju representative asked for copy of conditions.  Chairwoman promised to provide by Wednesday, December 19, 2007.  Chair briefly read aloud some of what the conditions look like.

Spruce Street/Gates
Tinkham addressed Board.  End result of exploration has indicated that neither of these pieces of chapter land are suitable for water supply.  Not conducive to being further developed as water supplies.  

Upon motion by Selectman P. Rogers and seconded by Selectman W. Perkins for discussion, Board

VOTED: Due to negative report, not to exercise its options under 61A.

Francis Costa of 145 Spruce Street asked to be heard and asked if Board received her letter addressed to the Board of Appeals and Board of Selectmen.  Board responded that it had.  F. Costa asked the Board to consider assigning option to non-profit organization.  

Selectman Perkins questioned whether there is 120 day option.  Chairwoman doesn’t believe that there is.

Ms. Costa currently scheduled to meet with ZBA on 1/10/08.  Selectman Perkins asked that motion be held while Ms. Costa looks into and that Board asks Town Counsel to review.  Mr. Tinkham indicated that the Town approached Attorney Murray and the date expired sometime in February and response date is sometime in January.  He will check with counsel, notify us, and we will notify Ms. Costa via email.  

Board requests Town Counsel be asked if offer made to us would constitute bonified offer under 61A being defined as a good faith offer made by a party unafilliated with land owner.  Motion withdrawn.  Will continue with matter on 1/14/08 and if Mr. Tinkham indicates must be sooner, will do on 1/7/08.

Town Managers Report
Town Manager S. Lombard advised Board of:

· Economic and Community Development notice of two public hearings. 

· Received response from Chief of Police with his recommendation regarding request by Mr. Carr of Spruce Street to remove two stop signs from Spruce and Locust Streets.  Chief recommends leaving signs in place.

Upon motion by Selectman W. Perkins and seconded by Selectman A. Bond, Board

VOTED:  To approve Police Chief’s recommendation and agreed to send letter to Mr. Carr informing him of same.

At 8:23 PM Town Manager gave FY2009 Projected Revenues Budget presentation.
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See attached.  The following represents some of the facts presented:

· Employee benefits up by 1.4 million dollars in 2008
· Schools up by 1.3% in FY2008

· One caution is to stay within the numbers the Board has before it.  

· The number that the Town Manager has for the School Department is his number.  The school has not supplied its own number.  Schools will submit sometime in January.

Selectman W. Perkins thanked Town Manager S. Lombard for having the budget prepared before Christmas as promised and stated that he believes its time the Board start meeting with department heads.  The Town Manager responded that the department heads are prepared to meet with the Board.  Chairwoman thanked Mr. Lombard and announced that starting in January, we will begin meeting with one or more department heads per week.  Larger departments, such as police and fire, will take longer time than smaller departments.  Town Manager Lombard recognized the Town Accountant, School Department, Assessors, and others for their good team effort in having had assisted in providing the necessary numbers towards preparing this budget.  Mr. Lombard also recognized his office staff for its patience during the budget preparation process. Upon motion by Selectman S. Spataro and seconded by Selectman W. Perkins, Board

VOTED:  To send a brief note of appreciation to those department heads named.  

Unanimous vote.

Input by financial team Accountant treasurer/collector, clerk, I.T. department, school Department

SELECTMEN’S BILLS

Upon motion by Selectman W. Perkins and seconded by Selectman A. Bond, Board

VOTED:  To pay bill submitted by MG&E in the amount of $32.71.

Unanimous vote.

Upon motion by Selectman W. Perkins and seconded by Selectman A. Bond, Board

VOTED:  To pay bill submitted by MG&E in the amount of $129.80.

Unanimous vote.

Upon motion by Selectman W. Perkins and seconded by Selectman A. Bond, Board

VOTED:  To pay bill submitted by MG&E in the amount of $326.45.

Unanimous vote.

CORRESPONDENCE

#19 and #20 Affordable Housing 

Board requested this document be forwarded to Zoning Board of Appeals and Housing Authority.

#19 Affordable Housing

Upon motion by Selectman Perkins and seconded by Selectman Spataro, Board
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VOTED:  To send letter to State Senator and 3 Representatives to not adopt these recommendations. 

Unanimous vote. 

Board requested this document be forwarded to Zoning Board of Appeals and Housing Authority.

# 23. Environmental Engineering

Board requested document be forwarded to Water Department and Health Office. 

#26. Offer to Donate Property

Board requested document be forwarded to Town Counsel to see what procedure is.  

Board agreed to have further discussion at a future date.

#27. Decas, Murray & Decas Budget Status 

Selectmen had hoped department heads could contact Town Manager, prior to contacting Town Counsel, to filter number of calls in an effort to better manage budget.  Town Manager explained that the Town Charter determines that any department head can call anytime.  Town Manager suggests we discuss creating policy to only take calls from this office with counsel.  Town Manager believes Board needs to address.  Board noted that private citizens don’t have access to Town Counsel.  Board agreed to discuss considering policy at its 1/7/08 meeting and asked T. Manager to draft for consideration.

#25. Invitation to attend Bristol Plymouth Regional Technical School meeting 12/21/07
Supposed to have representative in attendance for collective bargaining purposes.  Town manager to attend this Friday

#9& #12 New Equipment 

Selectman Bond got a personal quote locally, but found online for ½ the price with free shipping and inquired where the internet comes into play and buying local service contract.  Town Manager explained that the Town can go through state contract and would have to publish in goods and services.  It’s the bid process.  The Bid law, specifically, Chapter 30B, doesn’t allow.  

Chairwoman Brunelle read aloud letter received from Miss Massachusetts thanking the Board on behalf of Children’s Network for the use of Town Hall space and the waiving of fees.

Chairwoman wished all a safe and happy holiday season and thanked all of those individuals for their comments over the past year.

Chief Russell updated Board that changes to the Ambulance RFP will be made tonight with the EMS Committee and the Board will have in a day or two.
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At 9:05 PM Board voted by Roll Call to go into E.S. to discuss strategy relative to pending litigation and collective bargaining.  Roll Call: A. Bond, Yes; W. Perkins, Yes; 

P. Rogers, Yes, S. Spataro, Yes, M. Brunelle, Yes.  Chairwoman announced Board would not return into Open Session.

Meeting ended at 9:30 PM.

____________________________________

Jackie Shanley, Confidential Secretary
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