Middleborough Board of Selectmen



August 11, 2008

Meeting Minutes
At 7:00 PM Chairman opened meeting and began by inviting those in attendance to join in the Pledge of Allegiance.
In attendance were Selectmen A. Bond, S. Spataro, M. Duphily and M. Brunelle.

SELECTMEN’S MINUTES

Upon motion by Selectman Spataro and seconded by Selectwoman Brunelle, Board


VOTED:  To approve 6/16/08 minutes.


Unanimous vote.

Upon motion by Selectman Spataro and seconded by Selectwoman Brunelle, Board


VOTED:  To approve 7/14/08 minutes.


Unanimous vote.

Upon motion by Selectwoman Brunelle and seconded by Selectwoman Duphily, Board


VOTED:  To approve 7/14/08 Executive Session minutes.


Unanimous vote.

Upon motion by Selectman Spataro and seconded by Selectwoman Duphily, Board


VOTED:  To approve 7/28/08 minutes.


Unanimous vote.

Upon motion by Selectman Spataro and seconded by Selectwoman Duphily, Board


VOTED:  To approve 7/28/08 Executive Session minutes.


Unanimous vote.

Chairman requested Town Manager review a year’s worth of Executive Session minutes for possible release to the public.

HEARINGS, MEETINGS, & LICENSES

Pierce Trustees (Equity Complaint – Assent requested)

Upon motion by Selectwoman Brunelle and seconded by Selectman Spataro, Board

VOTED:  To assent to complaint in order to comply with request.

Unanimous

Upon motion by Selectman Spataro and seconded by Selectwoman Brunelle, Board


VOTED:  To authorize Chairman to sign assent on behalf of the Board.


Unanimous vote.
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NEW BUSINESS

Bid award (bond) – Land Acquisition, Gibbs property

Upon motion by Selectman Spataro and seconded by Selectwoman Duphily, Board

VOTED:  To accept bond from Webster Bank at $975. with a Net Interest Rate of 2.30.


Three in favor.  One abstained.

Upon motion by Selectwoman Brunelle and seconded by Selectman Spataro, Board

VOTED:  To approve request placement of sign re Antique Show/Sale by Carol Lucas.

Unanimous vote.

Board requested that all future requests for the placement of signs on Town Hall property include a set up and take down date.  If signs are not removed timely, signs will be removed by the Town and placed in the trash.

Mel’s Ice Cream Public Hearing re Alleged Health Inspection Violations

Disclosure by Chairman Bond that he will abstain from voting on this matter as Attorney Thomas A. Dougherty, III representing Mr. Gould of Mel’s Ice Cream, shares office space with Mr. Bond.  Mr. Bond also disclosed that he has no financial interest in the matter that is before the Board this evening.  

After hearing from Attorney Dougherty and Assistant Health Agent C. Hassett,

Chairman Bond closed the hearing.

Upon motion by Selectwoman Duphily and seconded by Selectman Spataro, Board

VOTED:  To recommend that the parties work together to get matter resolved by August 15, 2008 and report back to the Board.

Three in favor.  One abstained.

Soule Homestead – Request Variance re Summer Recreation Program

Chairman read aloud written request from Frank Albani Director of Soule Homestead.

Mr. Albani addressed the Board and added that the program has been running for 12-15 years.  Catherine Hassett explained that it is considered a “day-camp”.  She indicated that the State Inspector recommended that Soule Homestead seek a variance.

Chairman asked what the ramifications would be if the Board issues a variance.  He wanted to know if there is any liability by the Board of Selectmen issuing this type of a variance.  The answers were unavailable.  The Board had questions/concerns relative to CORI background checks and liability relative to potential injuries.

Mr. Albani indicated that Soule Homestead does have liability insurance.  

Upon motion by Selectman Spataro and seconded by Selectwoman Brunelle, Board

VOTED:   To post meeting for Thursday, August 14, 2008 at 6:30 PM for this item only and ask Town Counsel to get response to Board immediately.

Unanimous vote.
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Conservation Commission – Follow up re Rockland Industries
Conservation Commission Chairman Edward Thomas addressed the Board and read aloud the Interest of the Wetland’s Protection Act that led the Commission to the action of issuing the Enforcement Order.  Four of the values on the list were in possible jeopardy.  At the Board’s recent meeting with DEP, it was stated that individuals could come to the Town Manager with known information.  Mr. Thomas informed the Board that someone has come forward with a very detailed explanation of their personal involvement in burying several barrels at the site.  The letter was given to the Town Manager today.  Conservation Agent Cassady thanked the Board for its attention to the Rockland Industry Site and asked the Board to consider having the DEP in more often to discuss other sites throughout Town.  Chairman Bond suggested that the Conservation Commission notify the Board whenever it feels the DEP should be present.

Chairman asked if the Conservation Commission needs any support towards obtaining grants to assist with the issues on this site.  Agent stated that a tag grant has been applied for and they would like the Board’s support and perhaps will do an RFP process if the grant is awarded to them.

Upon motion by Selectwoman Brunelle and seconded by Selectman Spataro, Board

VOTED:  In support of applying for any kind of application for grants or funding for cleaning up this site and protecting the Town’s rights and interests.

Unanimous vote.

Chairman Bond thanked the Conservation Commission for moving this issue forward.

NEW BUSINESS

Upon motion by Selectwoman Brunelle and seconded by Selectwoman Duphily, Board

VOTED:  To approve License Agreement between Edward J. Tomasik, Jr. and the Town of Middleborough regarding preliminary water exploration procedures.

Unanimous vote.

Upon motion by Selectwoman Brunelle and seconded by Selectwoman Duphily, Board

VOTED:  To approve Nemasket River Production’s Town Hall rental request and placement of sign on Town Hall lawn for 8/18 & 8/19.


Unanimous vote.

Upon motion by Selectwoman Brunelle and seconded by Selectwoman Duphily, Board

VOTED:  To approve Health Care of Southeastern MA, Inc.’s Town Hall rental request for 5/1/09.  Applicant to be referred to Health Department for necessary food permits.


Unanimous vote.
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Upon motion by Selectwoman Brunelle and seconded by Selectwoman Duphily, Board

VOTED:  To approve School Department’s Town Hall rental request for its Annual Art show on 5/5, 5/6, 5/8, 5/9 2009.  


Unanimous vote.

Upon motion by Selectwoman Brunelle and seconded by Selectwoman Duphily, Board

VOTED:  To approve Town Manager’s appointment of Ron Burgess to the Conservation Commission.

Unanimous vote.

Upon motion by Selectwoman Brunelle and seconded by Selectwoman Duphily, Board

VOTED:  To sign and post the Right to Farm By-Law, Section 4 Disclosure Notification.

Unanimous vote.

OLD BUSINESS
CGI Videographers & Script Writers

Town Manager reviewed his follow up with A. Nalevanko regarding the above referenced program and referred the Board to documentation provided in its Town Manager’s Report.

Upon motion by Selectwoman Duphily and seconded by Selectman Spataro, Board

VOTED:  To go forward with the program as recommended by the Town Manager and that I.T. Director R. Brunelle be kept in the loop.

Unanimous vote.

TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT

Request by Water Department Superintendent R. Tinkham

Upon motion by Selectwoman Brunelle and seconded by Selectwoman Duphily, Board

VOTED:  To approve hiring of one Water Mechanic and one Meter Reader 

Unanimous vote.

BILLS

Upon motion by Selectwoman Brunelle and seconded by Selectman Spataro, Board 

VOTED:  To approve payment of MG&E bill in the amount of $10.59.

Unanimous vote.

Upon motion by Selectwoman Brunelle and seconded by Selectman Spataro, Board 

VOTED:  To approve payment of MG&E bill in the amount of $36.39.

Unanimous vote.

Upon motion by Selectwoman Brunelle and seconded by Selectman Spataro, Board 

VOTED:  To approve payment of MG&E bill in the amount of $24.54.

Unanimous vote.
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CORRESPONDENCE
#22 NIMS certification: Selectwoman Brunelle will attempt to become certified over the next two weeks.

#7 Selectwoman Brunelle asked if the Board would like written report or presentation re ghost investigation.  Board agreed it would ask for written report first and then decide.

#5 Tobey Will Trust Fund – Selectman Spataro read aloud notice.  Board’s Secretary to make this available to public for pick up for needy families and to copy to COA (crusaders), library, HUB, and churches, and to submit any letters received to the fund with a cover letter from the Board.

#6 Edgeway Homeowners Association – Decas Murray & Decas – Town Manager to get clarification of Paragraph #2

#18 Property Insurance Underwriting – Selectwoman Brunelle clarified that this is just notification to the Town on any damage in excess of $1,000.

#26 Tucci/Conservation Land Exchange – an attempt was made to pursue, time ran out, would have to wait until Town Meeting if want to pursue further.

Upon motion by Selectwoman Brunelle and seconded by Selectwoman Duphily, Board voted by Roll Call to go into Executive Session to discuss Collective Bargaining

at 8:50 PM.  Roll Call:  M. Brunelle, Yes; M. Duphily, Yes; S. Spataro, Yes; A. Bond, Yes.  Chairman announced Board would not return into Open Session.  Ended at 10:00 PM.

____________________________________

Jackie Shanley, Confidential Secretary
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