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SELECTMEN’S MEETING

APRIL 10, 2006

Chairman Perkins called the meeting to order at 7:02 PM.
Selectman Bond, Selectman Spataro, and Selectwoman Brunelle were present.

Selectman Andrews was absent.

SELECTMEN’S MINUTES
Upon motion by Selectman Spataro and seconded by Selectman Bond, the Board


VOTED:  To approve the Minutes of April 3, 2006.

Unanimous Vote.
HEARINGS, MEETINGS & LICENSES
Meeting (cont.) with Darrell & Debra Vitali – RE:  Request to Tie-in to Sewer Line
This was a continued meeting from March 6, 2006.

Mr. Vitali told the Board that an analysis had been done, and a letter prepared, to determine if the request to connect to the force main sewer line that runs directly in front of his property at 5 Clayton Road, was feasible.

Henry Albro, employed by F.R. Mahoney & Associates, Inc., comprised a report using the design specs of the pump along with the calculations and operating conditions of the force main that were provided by Joe Ciaglo.

Mr. Albro sited examples to allow criteria to be met with the issuance of a permit so that a dangerous precedent wouldn’t be set.  He said there would be no negative impact to the Town, or Mr. Vitali’s pump.  

Chairman Perkins asked if Mr. Albro had had a conversation with Mr. Ciaglo.

Mr. Albro said he had had a discussion with him prior to the first meeting.

Mr. Healey asked if there were any reports from Mr. Ciaglo regarding the information that was provided tonight.
Mr. Albro said no.

Selectman Bond asked who had drafted the “Waiver of Liability”.

Mr. Vitali said his attorney.

Selectman Bond said this would be drafted by Town Counsel.  He said the draft “flows in the wrong direction as some points” and is vague.  Prior to future sales of the property, new owners would sign off on the Waiver of Liability.

Mr. Vitali had no objection as long as it could be reviewed.

Selectman Spataro felt the Board needed a recommendation from Mr. Ciaglo.

Mr. Healey suggested that he could get something for the meeting in 2 weeks, and also ask Town Counsel to draft something for Mr. Vitali to review.

Selectwoman Brunelle suggested asking Attorney Murray if there was a way to put a Restriction on the Deed of the property.

Chairman Perkins said this can be done.  He said he was “comfortable” with the request after reading the information that was provided, but would also like something from Mr. Ciaglo.

Selectwoman Brunelle asked about other properties that might tie into the line and the Town’s liability.

‘

Mr. Albro said future connection requests would fall under the same scrutiny.

Mr. Healey said there are no other properties on the regular sewer line at this time.

Selectman Spataro was also concerned with liability for problems that might occur on neighbor’s properties as a result of the connection.

Mr. Vitali suggested it could be written to hold him responsible for anything that was done from the street to his home.

Selectman Spataro suggested limiting the approval to specific facts to avoid a setting a precedent.  He noted that “unique facts” caused the Board to consider this.
Selectwoman Brunelle asked if the Town’s engineers would be able to review this prior to the next meeting.

Mr. Healey said yes.

Upon motion by Selectman Spataro and seconded by Selectman Bond, the Board


VOTED:  To continue this meeting to April 24, 2006 at 7:10 PM.


Unanimous Vote.

Meeting with Director of Soule Homestead – RE:  Annual Report
Frank Albani, Director of Soule Homestead, was present.  He gave a brief summary to this year’s Annual Report.

Mr. Albani said the Report consists of 4 pages:  the 2006 Farm Plan, the 2005 Maintenance/Capital Improvement Report and 2006 Maintenance/Capital Improvement Plan, the 2005 Program Summary/2006 Program Plan, and the breakdown of volunteer hours at the Farm.

Mr. Albani noted that over 4,000 hours are given in volunteer time.  He said this is very important as it is like having two (2) additional full time staff members year round.

Mr. Albani said the biggest project right now is the ‘West Barn Project’.  This consists of a barn 20’x85’.  It was totally demolished except for the foundation.  

Chairman Perkins asked what the end use would be.

Mr. Albani said functions and classroom space.

Mr. Albani introduced Jeff Stevens, newly elected President of the Board of Directors.

Mr. Stevens said he is hoping for an increase in educational activities.  He emphasized that this is an incredible resource for the Town that doesn’t cost the Town anything.

Mr. Healey agreed, noting there were “very visionary people 15 years ago” who suggested acquiring the property.  Otherwise, the alternative would’ve been a large subdivision.  He said he is grateful to those who convinced the Town to do the right thing.

Hearing – Request for Earth Removal Permit – Costello Dismantling Co. – 699 Wareham Street
Chairman Perkins read the following:  “A hearing will be held in the Selectmen’s Meeting Room at the Town Hall, 10 Nickerson Avenue, Middleborough, MA  on Monday, April 10, 2006, at 7:45 PM, for the purpose of discussing an application filed by Green Seal Environmental, Inc. on behalf of Costello Dismantling Co., for an Earth Removal Permit for property located at 699 Wareham Street, Middleborough, MA, Assessors Map 110 Lots 3985 & 3952.  The reason for this request is for placement of storage bins for ABC recyclable materials and construction of the foundation of a proposed 12,000 square foot warehouse.  Anyone desiring to be heard on this matter should appear at the time and place designated.”  The hearing was opened.

Gary James, Green Seal Environmental, was present to represent the applicant.  He returned the green cards.

Mr. James explained that the property, containing 12.96 acres, is located on the Middleboro/Rochester Line on Rte. 28.  The request is to remove approximately 45,000 yards of material.  Plans were provided to the Board.

Mr. James said there is an area that has been cleared along a cart path, containing approximately 3 acres.  Stumps have been removed and loam has been stockpiled.  There is still additional clearing needed along the backside, totaling about 4 acres.
Chairman Perkins noted 37,000 +/- cubic yards of sad, gravel and stone, and an additional 8,000 +/- cubic yards of loam and subsoil will be removed to allow for the development of an Asphalt, Brick and Concrete (ABC) recycling facility.  He asked if the 8,000 cubic yards of loam would be utilized onsite.

Mr. James said there are no final plans at this time.

Mr. James said approximately 30,000 yards will be “in motion” at all times with 10,000 in process, 10,000 being delivered, and 10m,000 going out.

Selectwoman Brunelle asked if the request was for a 2 year permit.

Mr. James said the material will be moved in the first 6 months.  The 2 year period is for the total development of the site.  

Selectman Spataro asked about the building and stone wall located on the property.

Mr. James said that restaurant building and front will not be altered.  The use will be changed to convert to office space.
John Costello, a co-owner of the property, said that the plans are to keep the stone wall and barn and convert the restaurant.

Selectman Spataro asked if the request was for a cranberry bog operation or gravel operation.

Mr. James said the request is for site development.  He said the property is dominated by a hill in the middle.  This will be flattened and utilized.  The removal is “incidental”.

A 12,000 s.f. warehouse will be constructed adjacent to the former private home.  

Mr. James said the removal is set back a minimum of 160’ from the nearest property line and over 300 feet from the nearest abutting structure.  There is a 100’ wide electrical utility easement located along the easterly property line.  He said “most of the clearing activities” have occurred outside of the 100’ buffer zone to the adjacent wetland.
Mr. Healey asked if the applicant had been to the ConCom for the intrusion into the wetlands.

Mr. James said yes.  He has “caught up” with all required permits and the ConCom has closed the hearing and wrote the Order of Conditions.

Mr. Healey noted that, normally, abutters would be present to complain about the clearing.  However, this is not critical at this particular location.  
Mr. James said his client has been spoken to.

Mr. Healey asked if anything other than ABC would be reprocessed.

Mr. James said anything recyclable including wood and steel.

Mr. Healey asked if the material would be from dismantling operations or commercial.

Mr. James said only dismantling at this point.  A commercial operation could be considered in the future.

Mr. Healey asked if the gravel had already been sold, and which direction of travel would be used.

Mr. Costello said a deal had fallen through.  The material is not currently sold.

Chairman Perkins suggested the route would be Rte. 28 to Rte. 58.

Mr. James agreed, saying material would only be transported toward Middleboro if it was the final destination.

Hearing no further comments, Chairman Perkins closed the hearing.

Upon motion by Selectwoman Brunelle and seconded by Selectman Spataro, the Board

VOTED:  To approve the request of Green Seal Environmental, Inc. on behalf of Costello Dismantling Co., for an Earth Removal Permit for property located at 699 Wareham Street, Middleborough, MA, Assessors Map 110 Lots 3985 & 3952 for placement of storage bins for ABC recyclable materials and construction of the foundation of a proposed 12,000 square foot warehouse, for a period of one year, subject to the inclusion of restrictions from the ConCom.


Unanimous Vote.

Selectwoman Brunelle noted that this is the second time something has happened with this company where it has asked forgiveness “after the fact”.  She said she didn’t know if the Board would be so benevolent if it was to happen again.

Chairman Perkins said the Order of Conditions will be set on May 1st.

Meeting with Dean Harrison – RE:  ‘Residences at the Groves’
Dean Harrison, representing Debbie Blais, spoke to the Board regarding the 

Residences at the Groves’.
Mr. Harrison told the Board that the town homes are approximately 75% completed and 65% sold.  This was Phase I of the project.  Phase II is the construction of 36 apartments.

Mr. Harrison said the financing application is being reviewed by the Department of Housing & Community Development.  The current financing is as follows:

· Affordable Housing Tax Credits
$534,000 (annually for 10 years)

· State HOME Funds


$715,000

· Affordable Housing Trust Funds
$500,000

Mr. Harrison told the Board that the original application to the DHCD in September of 2005 did not received funding for the winter round.  Outstanding issues were addressed and the application was resubmitted in February of 2006.

Mr. Harrison said one of the main issues to address in the current round is a requirement that the application needs to provide matching funds from the local community.  These funds are usually from the Local HOME funds that a community receives from CDBG.  An application was made to the Greater Attleboro/Taunton HOME Consortium, of which Middleborough is a member.  He said notification was recently received that they did not funding.  Because of this, the State HOME funds are in jeopardy along with the other funding request at DHCD.
Mr. Harrison noted that, as part of negotiations with the ZBA, an agreement was made to pay $40,000 less the cost associated with a center turn lane and other roadway modifications required by Mass Highway to the Town of Middleborough Board of Selectmen to be used toward the study of the safety of the intersection of the property development at West Grove Street and, if needed, the installation of a traffic safety device at said intersection.

Mr. Harrison said he is requesting that the Board reallocate the $40,000 for the future traffic study and earmark the allocation to be credited against building permit fees and associated fees for the apartments.  This would be considered a local contribution by the Town and allow the project to be eligible for the $715,000 of State HOME funds.

In return, Mr. Harrison will work with the Community Development Department in applying for Priority Development Funds form the State for the financing of the traffic study and associated costs that the monies were going to be used for originally.

Selectman Bond noted that the offer to help apply for Grants could or could not result in the monies.
Selectman Spataro noted the projected Profit and Loss for the project.  He questioned that there would be no money made on the project.

Mr. Harrison said the project would probably bring in $10,000 per year.

Selectman Spataro said he would be willing to fund the $40,000 if the developer were willing to fund the new schools that will have to be built.

Mr. Harrison said Ms. Blais has been working with the Town.

Selectman Bond asked if the difference in terms would effect the treatment of the money for the Town.

Mr. Healey said that the benefit is the fees.  $150,000 was paid on the condo side and were not waived.  There will be $90,000 for the apartments, of which the applicant is asking for $40,000 to be waived.

Mr. Harrison clarified that he is looking for a local contribution.  He said this would be in other forms, including loans.

Selectman Bond asked what would happen if the $40,000 wasn’t received.

Mr. Harrison said there wouldn’t be a project.  He noted that the $40,000 contribution affects the $715,000 in funding.

Selectman Bond asked if the project would be dead forever.

Mr. Harrison said it may be 1 to 1 ½ years.

Selectman Bond asked what was in it for the Town.

Mr. Harrison said the process of applying for Grant money.

Selectman Bond asked how long that would take.

Mr. Harrison said it depended on what the Town was asking for.

Selectwoman Brunelle noted that the $40,000 was a condition imposed by the ZBA.

Mr. Harrison said he had spoken to the Chairman of the ZBA who had no problem with the request.

Selectwoman Brunelle said she would like a vote of the entire Board.

Chairman Perkins said he wasn’t in favor, noting he wasn’t in favor of the project in the first place.  He said the Town is broke, with people being laid off, and the applicant is asking for $40,000 of Local Receipt money to be spent.

Selectman Spataro noted that 36 apartments were included in the calculations to reach the 54 units for 40B.

Mr. Healey asked what would happen to the Comprehensive Permit if the apartments weren’t built.
Mr. Harrison said it would still be valid.

Mr. Healey asked if it would be possible to go back and renegotiate the Permit so it didn’t include the apartments.

Mr. Harrison said yes, but State funding wouldn’t be given if the apartments aren’t viable.

Mr. Healey said fewer units would be affordable.

Mr. Healey asked if, at the time application was made, the local contribution was required.

Mr. Harrison said no, because Middleborough was not part of a consortium at the time.

Upon motion by Selectman Bond and seconded by Selectman Spataro, the Board

VOTED:  To take the matter under advisement, to schedule a further meeting, and in the meantime, obtain an opinion from the ZBA after receiving a written plan of action in regards to applying for Grants or giving a loan.

Unanimous Vote.

Selectwoman Brunelle asked that this matter be put on the April 24th agenda.

Hearing – Request for Earth Removal Permit – Pike – Short Street
Chairman Perkins read the following:  “A hearing will be held in the Selectmen’s Meeting Room at the Town Hall, 10 Nickerson Avenue, Middleborough, MA  on Monday, April 10, 2006, at 8:15 PM, for the purpose of discussing an application filed by Sam Pike, for an Earth Removal Permit for property located on Short Street, Middleborough, MA, Assessors Map 043 Lot 6485.  The reason for this request is for the continuation of an earth removal to construct an irrigation pond and expansion of topography.  Anyone desiring to be heard on this matter should appear at the time and place designated.”  The hearing was opened.

Robert Perruzzi, Alpha Engineering, was present.  The green cards were returned.

Mr. Perruzzi told the Board that the request is for a continuing earth removal project that is ¾ done.  There is a maximum of 48,741 yards to be removed from the construction of a reservoir.  An additional 22,000 cubic yards will be removed at the rear of the property to remove a steep hill to allow use as farm topography.
Mr. Healey said he had no objection to the expansion in the rear of the property.  He said there has been some issues with an abutter with regards to noise from the pump.  He said the expansion will be a good addition to the Earth Removal, and will be an asset to the area once completed.  He said the work done in the past year has been remarkable and positive, and he hopes the immediate abutter is pleased to see the progress.  The same contractor will continue working on the project.

Selectwoman Brunelle asked if the applicant needed a 3 year permit.
Mr. Perruzzi said the work could be completed in 1 year.

Keith Norie, who took over the project in 2002, said good progress is being made, but it depends on the economy.  He said he was confident that it could be done in 1 year.

Mr. Healey suggested a 1 year permit with a possible 1 year extension.

Selectwoman Brunelle said she was concerned because the project has gone on for quite some time, and hoped that the project would be made a priority to finish within a year.

Mr. Pike said the sooner the better.

Donna Holt, 57 Short Street, abuts the property.  She said she supports the project but is concerned with noise issues with the pumps, and dust.  She gave credit to Mr. Norie who shuts the pump down when there are complaints.  She noted that a pump house was to be constructed.
Mr. Healey asked how long it would take Mr. Pike to establish a permanent pump house on the far end of the property.

Mr. Pike said that couldn’t be done until the pond is completed.

Mr. Healey suggested that be done first before removing material from the back area.

Ms. Holt said she doesn’t mind the pump 8AM to 3PM, but doesn’t want it on weekends.  

Mr. Pike said that the pump is needed because the water comes back fast when digging the reservoir.

Selectwoman Brunelle asked if the pump house could be constructed within 90 days.

Mr. Pike said he would try.

Hearing no further comments, Chairman Perkins closed the hearing.
Upon motion by Selectwoman Brunelle and seconded by Selectman Bond, the Board

VOTED:  To approve the request of Sam Pike, for an Earth Removal Permit for property located on Short Street, Middleborough, MA, Assessors Map 043 Lot 6485, to continue an earth removal to construct an irrigation pond and expansion of topography, for a period of 1 year with a possible 1 year extension, on the condition that the first phase is finished and a pump house constructed within the first 120 days.

Unanimous Vote.

NEW BUSINESS
Request to Conduct 22nd Annual Great Mass Getaway MS 150 Bike Tour – National MS Society
Upon motion by Selectwoman Brunelle and seconded by Selectman Spataro, the Board

VOTED:  To approve the request of the National MS Society to conduct the annual Great Mass Getaway MS 150 Bike Tour in Middleborough on June 24-25.


Unanimous Vote.

Request to Approve “Tag Day” – Middleboro Youth Softball League
Upon motion by Selectwoman Brunelle and seconded by Selectman Bond, the Board

VOTED:  To approve the request of the MYSL to hold Tag Day on Friday, May 12th and Saturday, May 13th.


Unanimous Vote.

Request to Appoint Acting Town Accountant – Town Accountant
Upon motion by Selectman Bond and seconded by Selectman Spataro, the Board

VOTED:  To appoint Nancy Robbins as acting Town Accountant for the week of April 28 – May 8, 2006, limited to signing strictly payroll in the absence of Lisa Higgins.

Unanimous Vote.

Request to Approve & Sign Contract – Highway Superintendent
Upon motion by Selectwoman Brunelle and seconded by Selectman Bond, the Board

VOTED:  To authorize the Chairman to sign the Contract for Chapter 90 monies.


Unanimous Vote.

Request to Ratify Appointments to Historical Commission – Town Manager
Upon motion by Selectwoman Brunelle and seconded by Selectman Bond, the Board
VOTED:  To appoint Kristopher Belken and Leslie Corsini-Hebert to the Historical Commission for terms to expire in 2008, and to reappoint Jane Lopes for a term to expire in 2008.


Unanimous Vote.

Request to Approve & Sign Septic Betterment – Dias/Murphy – 95 Cherry Street
Upon motion by Selectwoman Brunelle and seconded by Selectman Bond, the Board

VOTED:  To approve and sign a Septic Betterment with Kathleen E. Dias and Shaun M. Murphy for property located at 95 Cherry Street in the amount of $15,882.00.


Unanimous Vote.

Request for One Day Liquor License – Professional Bartending Service, Inc.
Upon motion by Selectwoman Brunelle and seconded by Selectman Bond, the Board

VOTED:  To approve the request of Professional Bartending Service, Inc. for a one day Liquor License for an event to be held at Oak Point on Saturday, April 22, 2006, from 5PM to 10PM.


Unanimous Vote.

OLD BUSINESS
12 Highland Street
There was no new information on this item.

Downtown Parking
Selectman Bond told the Board that a meeting has been scheduled for April 12th at Noon.  The purpose of the meeting is to gather information on the parking needs of local businesses in the downtown area.

Mr. Healey said he is also working with the Police Chief and Highway Superintendent.  Comments can be submitted to the Town Manager’s office if a business owner cannot attend.

Chairman Perkins mentioned a letter from Ted Pratt regarding signage on South Main Street that has “disappeared”.

Mr. Healey said this matter was responded to immediately, and signs were put up.

Tispaquin Family Campground
Upon motion by Selectman Bond and seconded by Selectwoman Brunelle, the Board

VOTED:  To hold a hearing regarding Tispaquin Family Campground’s request for a Campground Permit.


Unanimous Vote.

TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT
SAMHSA Grant Application
Mr. Healey told the Board that a grant application to the federal substance abuse prevention agency (SAMHSA) has been prepared with the participation of Bob Sullivan and Theresa Craig of the School Department.

The Board had voted to support this several weeks ago.

Revised Recommendation for Prioritized Water System Improvement Projects
Mr. Healey read the following from his report:


As reported earlier, I have been meeting with our engineers to determine what water system improvements would give us the best “bang for the buck”.


Since the Annual Town Meeting in 2002, when the voters approved a ten million dollar bond issue, we have installed a 16 inch main from the “jug handle curve” on W. Grove Street to the industrial park area north of the rotary at a cost of $1,367, 093.  ($300,000 was contributed by Cirelli’s).  We installed a twelve inch main on Eastt Grove from Fairview to Susan Lane and on North Main Street from the four corners to Peirce Street.  We will complete a major cleaning and lining project on mains in the downtown area at a projected cost of $2,615,654.  This Spring when street sidewalks and curbs disturbed during the project are resurfaced and replaced.  We also designed repairs and rehabilitation of the Indian Hill Tank ($12,548) and installation of twelve inch main on Old Center, Ash Clay and Oak Streets ($37,191).  We have also evaluated treatment options and pilot testing at Tispaquin and East Main Street wells, and will take those projects to full design at an estimated cost of $327,900.  These improvements when completed, as described above, later this year, will have cost an estimated $4,360,386.  We have also been making progress on evaluation of the new Cross Street (or Route 44) well, doing exploratory wells and new source approval process activities.  (To date, these costs have been under $200,000 and paid under a separate authorization).


To date, these projects have spent or committed $4,360, 386, of the $10,300,000 ($10,000,000 under Article 12, and $300,000 from Cirelli’s), leaving $5,939,614 of the $10,000,000 authorization.  


Future projects that have been discussed, in addition to the twelve inch mains, treatment systems, and new well at Cross Street, include:

· New wells at the at the Mizaras, Wilbur and Vaughn Street sites; 


· A new 1.5 million gallon storage facility at Indian Hill to replace the .5 million gallon tank; and 


· A new sixteen inch main from Wareham Street at East Grove Street to Spruce and Benson Street.



It is clear we can not do all of these projects with the roughly six million dollars available.


Over the past two weeks, meeting with our engineers, Dick Tinkham and I have reviewed the options.  We have reached an agreement on a recommended course of action.  We recommend that the Board consider the following:

1. Installation of a sixteen inch main on Wareham Street from E. Grove Street to Spruce and Benson Streets at an estimated cost of $4,200,000.


2. Installation of four (4) new six inch satellite wells, four (4) new submersible pumps and replacement of the pump with a pump with a variable frequency drive (VFD) motor at the Miller Street well at an estimated cost of $443,000.  


3. Pump replaced at Spruce Street well with a new VFD pump at an estimated cost of $75,000.


Total estimated costs for these improvements - $4,718,000.


These improvements will make it possible to operate our two best producing wells – Spruce Street and Miller Street – at there permitted daily withdrawal levels of 790,000 and 576,000 gallons per day, respectively.  This would yield an additional supply of up to 719,000 gallons per day of water to the system!  This would be equivalent to the output of three (3) good wells.  (See Tighe & Bond source optimization charts, attached).


The Total estimated cost of all projects described above would be $9,078,386.  ($4,360,386 and $4,718,000) and leave a balance of $1,221,614 ($10,300,000 - $9,078,386) as a contingency and to advance the planning and design of the new Cross Street (Route 44) well.  


Future priorities would be:

1. The construction of the new Cross Street (Route 44) well.  [Please note the Articles in the Town Meeting Warrant to take an easement and the purchase of the site].


2. Construction of the treatment systems at Tispaquin 1 and 2 and E. Main 1 and 2 wells.


3. Design and construction of the new 1.5 million gallon storage facility on Indian Hill and the demolition of the half million gallon tank.( 


Attached is a copy of the warrant article that would be needed in order to amend the Article 12 Annual Town Meeting 2002 vote to move forward with a sixteen inch main, satellite wells and upgraded pumps needed to maximize the output of the Miller and Spruce Street wells.

Mr. Healey suggested asking Omar Dumais to meet with the Board for further discussion.

Upon motion by Selectman Spataro and seconded by Selectwoman Brunelle, the Board

VOTED:  To move forward with the water system improvement projects as outlined by the Town Manager.


Unanimous Vote.

Valley Road Drainage Easement.
Mr. Healey provided a copy of a drainage easement at the end if Valley Road that the Town has sought for quite some time.

The Board will be asked to approve the easement at the next meeting.  The Board can accept easements without having to bring them to Town Meeting.

Lakeville IMA
Chairman Perkins noted that the Lakeville Board of Selectmen still wishes to meet regarding the IMA.

Chairman Perkins said the potential hook up for a Walgreen Pharmacy and Bridge Street Condo Project is the motivation.

Jane Lopes asked how these would not be viewed as existing customers.

Chairman Perkins said that Walgreens would be a completely different use.

Permanent Cable Committee Outstanding Bills
Mr. Healey told the Board that $60,000 worth of bills dating back to April 2004 will generate $10,000 in late fees because they haven’t been paid.

Mr. Healey said the Town Accountant has raised a couple of legal questions that have no merit from Town Counsel’s view.

SELECTMEN’S BILLS
Upon motion by Selectman Bond and seconded by Selectwoman Brunelle, the Board
VOTED:  To pay the bill submitted by SEMASS Partnership in the amount of $10,612.35.


Unanimous Vote.

OTHER
Meeting with Auditors
Selectman Bond recapped a meeting with the Auditors that was attended by himself and Chairman Perkins.  The discussion dealt with how they go about doing the audit, and pointing out issues that have come up over the past few months.  Nothing new was brought up by the auditors.

Selectman Bond reminded everyone that, under the Charter, the Board of Selectmen is the Auditors.  He said the meeting was productive and the audit will be thorough and professionally done.

Chairman Perkins noted a meeting has been scheduled to meet on May 8th.

Selectwoman Brunelle asked if advance notice would be given to Department Heads.

Chairman Perkins said yes.

Selectman Bond noted that basic information will be gathered first before “branching out”.

Selectman Spataro noted a letter sent from Lisa Higgins regarding the update for the Fixed Asset Program and the Preparation of a new Chart of Accounts.  Selectman Spataro said the Board needs to know a date when these things will be done.
Selectwoman Brunelle said she would like time to review the Auditor’s Contract.  If they are to be involved in these things, would supplemental funding be needed?  She also didn’t know what their involvement would be.

Selectman Bond said that Ms. Higgins has indicated that she expects the auditors’ recommendation to be forthcoming.  He suggested asking what specific questions were asked of the auditors and what their responses were.

Selectman Spataro said the Board doesn’t need to micro-manage, but would like a timeline as to what needs to happen and how much money it will cost.

Upon motion by Selectman Spataro and seconded by Selectman Bond, the Board

VOTED:  To send a request to the Town Accountant to provide a detailed plan on when these projects will be accomplished and any additional resources that might be needed.


VOTE 3 – 1 (Selectman Bond opposed)

Selectwoman Brunelle noted that $35,000 was appropriated at Town Meeting 2 years ago.  She said it looks like a minimal amount of work has been done.

CORRESPONDENCE 
· Mr. Healey will respond to correspondence from Matthew P. O’Neill regarding construction on Peirce Street.
· A letter of thanks will be sent to Derek Maksy concerning his resignation from the Agricultural Commission.  Jane Lopes will be asked to advertise the opening.

· Mr. Healey and the Board’s Secretary were asked to work on finding addresses of previous members SRPEDD representing the Town of Middleborough.

· The Board will send a response to a BP student regarding his correspondence to the Board.
· Discussion ensued on Stephen Stanley’s concern with his property as a result of the Nemasket Interceptor project.

Selectman Spataro asked if money had been held back from the contractor.

Mr. Healey said it had for things that everyone considered should be done.  Many of the things that Mr. Stanley had submitted on a list of things that he would like done couldn’t be done legally.  Stairs were constructed.

Selectman Spataro noted that Mr. Stanley disagrees with the correspondence from the Town.

Upon motion by Selectman Bond and seconded by Selectman Spataro, the Board

VOTED:  To invite Mr. Stanley to meet with the Board for further discussion, if he so desires.


Unanimous Vote.

Selectman Bond suggested Mr. Stanley submit a list of his concerns prior to a meeting.

· Discussion ensued on correspondence from the Town Accountant indicating 42% of Local Receipts have come in.

Selectwoman Brunelle noted that a $1.2 million excise commitment has gone out and bills are also being mailed for trash collection.
Chairman Perkins said he has been reassured by the Town Manager and the Town Treasurer/Collector, that the projections will be equaled or exceeded.

Mr. Healey also noted some additional tax title revenue from back taxes.

Chairman Perkins said he is more than willing to look at early layoffs if necessary.

Mr. Healey told the Board that a budget meeting will be held with Department Heads on Wednesday.

Upon motion by Selectman Bond and seconded by Selectwoman Brunelle, the Board 


VOTED:  To adjourn at 10:15 PM.


Unanimous Vote.

Diane Henault, Secretary
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