EXECUTIVE SESSION





April 7, 2008

Middleborough Board of Selectmen

Upon motion by Selectwoman Brunelle and seconded by Selectman Rogers, at 9:45 PM, the following Roll Call vote was recorded:  

VOTE:  “To go into Executive Session to discuss real estate and strategy relative to pending litigation.”  Roll call:  P. Rogers, Yes; M. Brunelle, Yes; M. Duphily, Yes; A. Bond, Yes.”

Chairman announced Board would return into Open Session.

Board and Town Planner discussed purchasing the Gibbs property:  The Town Planner indicated that we have two appraisals for the property:

Ours: 
$390k

Theirs: $369k

Our share is between $200,000 - $250,000 to come out of borrowing which is an Annual Town Meeting Article.  Definitive amount not determined yet.

Town Planner indicated that the matter cannot be moved to Fall Town Meeting.

Chairman asked the Town Planner how she thinks it should be structured.  He asked if we should share in the proceeds.  She responded no and indicated that we need to be conservative to leverage as much land as we can.  It’s more tactical on our side.

Selectwoman Brunelle recommended that we review original vote as she believes the Board voted to go forward with this only if it would be at no cost to the Town.  Town Planner to locate and give to the Board’s Secretary to include in next week’s packet.

Town Counsel has recommended that the Town Planner talk with the parties’ attorney to determine what deal can be made.  May 29, 2008 is our deadline and it can’t be extended.

The Town Planner stated that this is the opportunity to by the land and to by it cheap and that we would need to borrow to do it.  She further explained that there is some swamp land involved.  If we want to keep Thompson Street as our agricultural base, this is an opportunity to do that.

Upon motion by Selectman Rogers and seconded by Selectwoman Brunelle, the following Roll Call was recorded: 

VOTE:
  “To have the Town Planner explore a conversation with the legal counsel representing the Gibbs consistent with finding a way to get funding for exercising the option to purchase that property without it costing the Town money.

Roll Call: M. Brunelle, Yes; M. Duphily, Yes; P. Rogers, Yes; A. Bond Yes.”
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Upon motion by Selectwoman Duphily and seconded by Selectman Rogers, at 10:15 PM, the following Roll Call vote was recorded:

VOTE:
  “To return into Open Session. Roll Call: P. Rogers, Yes; M. Brunelle, Yes; M. Duphily, Yes; A. Bond, Yes.”

_______________________________

Jackie Shanley, Confidential Secretary
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