Middleborough Board of Selectmen



January 7, 2008
Meeting Minutes

At 7:02 PM Chairwoman M. Brunelle called meeting to order.

Selectmen A. Bond, W. Perkins, P. Rogers, S. Spataro, and M. Brunelle in attendance.

Upon motion by Selectman Perkins and seconded by Selectman Bond, Board
VOTED:  To approve December 17, 2007 meeting minutes, subject to the following clarification of language on page 2 regarding MG&E Antenna installation:
“Board voted to authorize the completion of the project, subject to the Water department utilizing consultant services to ensure proper installation.”

Unanimous vote.

MG&E Commission members Don Triner, Terrence Murphy, Tom Murphy, and Jim Collins appeared before Board to discuss replacement of late member Ed Parks.  Upon motion by W. Perkins, seconded by Selectman Rogers, the following Roll Call vote was record:
“At the recommendation of the MG&E Commission, to appoint Dan Farley until next Annual Town Election in April
SELECTMAN P. ROGERS




YES

SELECTMAN S. SPATARO




YES

SELECTMAN A. BOND




YES

SELECTMAN W. PERKINS




YES

SELECTMAN M. BRUNELLE



YES


MG&E COMMISSION MEMBER D. TRENOR

YES


MG&E COMMISSION MEMBER T. MURPHY

YES


MG&E COMMISSION MEMBER TOM MURPHY
YES


MG&E COMMISSION MEMBER J. COLLINS

YES.”

NEW BUSINESS

Peirce Trustees

Upon motion by Selectman Bond, seconded by Selectman Spataro, Board

VOTED: To accept donations from Pierce Trustees as outlined on the attached. (see attached).

Unanimous vote.

Board requested thank you letter be sent to Pierce Trustees acknowledging its donations to the Town.
Rotary Club re Town Hall Rental Request

Upon motion by Selectman Rogers, seconded by Selectman Perkins, Board


VOTED:  To approve.


Unanimous vote.  Chairwoman abstained.
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Agricultural Commission request to fill vacancy

Chairwoman read into the record attached letter from Agricultural Commission commending Edward Parks.

Upon motion by Selectman Perkins and seconded by Selectman Rogers, Board 

VOTED: At the recommendation of the Agricultural Commission, to appoint Leeann Bradley as a full three-year commissioner.

Board requested press advertise for various other Commission vacancies and asked that applications be addressed to the Selectmen’s Office to be forwarded to the Commission’s attention.   

Upon motion by Selectman Perkins and seconded by Selectman Bond, Board
VOTED: To approve and sign Warrant for Presidential Primary.
Board heard from resident Michael Solimini regarding relocation of voting for precinct one.  He is gathering petition of signatures to move from Oak Point back to Council on Aging.  Chairwoman instructed Mr. Solimini to provide that petition to the Board of Registrars.  

MEETINGS

At 7:26 PM Board welcomed Highway Superintendent D. Boucher to discuss the Highway Department budget.  Chairwoman gave brief overview of the Board’s intent for conducting budget hearings.  Chairwoman reiterated projected FY09 budgets and explained that the Board is welcoming the opportunity for various departments to be heard.

Upon motion by Selectman Perkins and seconded by Selectman Bond, Board


VOTED:  To approve deficit spending re Snow and Ice account.


Unanimous vote.

Selectmen’s Budget:

Upon motion by Selectman Rogers, seconded by Selectman Spataro for discussion, Board
VOTED:  To add $750 under In-State Travel, in the Selectmen’s budget, to be expended by any Selectman to attend the MMA Annual Meeting and Trade Show once per year.

Motion defeated 4 to 1

Town Manager gave Budget report as follows:

· Selectmen’s budget:  As recommended by Board, Town Manager’s salary has been set at $124,000.
· Administrative Office Budget:  Regular pay custodial – money was left out and replaced back in as this service is needed.  The rest has been level funded.

Board agreed that the Chairwoman will work out schedule for budget presentations.

Middleborough Board of Selectmen



January 7, 2008
Meeting Minutes

Water Bill Abatement Request (Emil Khalil & J. Awad Trs)
Upon motion by Selectman Bond and seconded by Selectman Perkins, Board


VOTED:  To deny request for abatement.


Unanimous vote.

Tighe & Bond Well Optimization Recommendation

Selectman Rogers complimented Tighe & Bond on a well done report.  R. Tinkham addressed Board.  Selectman Perkins also indicated that the report was well done.
Weston Forest Committee

Upon motion by Selectman Perkins and seconded by Selectman Bond, Board


VOTED: To approve issuance of RFP as provided by Weston Forest Committee.


Unanimous vote.

Nemasket River Productions for Town Hall Rental

Merrie Mizaras approached the Board and indicated that for the past five years she has not been required to fill out an application for the rental of Town Hall space.  Chairwoman instructed Ms. Mazzaris that an application is required as it should have been in the past.  Upon motion by Selectman Perkins and seconded by Selectman Rogers, Board

VOTED:  To approve request for use of Town Hall, subject to the receipt of an application.


Three in favor.  One opposed.  One abstained. 

OLD BUSINESS

Ambulance RFP

Upon motion by Selectman Spataro and seconded by Selectman Perkins, Board

VOTED: To approve RFP as presented, subject to review and authorization by Town Counsel by Wednesday, January 9, 2008.  

Mr. Bardwell asked that the Board put RFP in Central Registry.

Ongis Well Site

Mr. Tinkham addressed Board and asked if Board would like him to proceed by obtaining another appraisal.  Selectman Perkins asked Mr. Tinkham if he recommends a 2nd appraisal be obtained, to which he responded in the affirmative.  Upon motion by Selectman Perkins and seconded by Selectman Spataro, Board


VOTED:  To authorize Mr. Tinkham to obtain a second appraisal.
Unanimous vote.

TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT

Real Estate Tax bills have been processed and should be mailed tomorrow with a due date of February 8, 2008.  Chairwoman asked Town Manager to briefly explain what occurred, causing these bills to be issued late.  The Town Meeting resulted in $600,000+ 
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deficit.  Receipts anticipated were underestimated.  Added growth has caused added revenue.  The Town went to Special Town Meeting to make the necessary corrections.

Mr. Dooney and the rest of the Finance Department, Mrs. McDonald, Barbara Erickson, and Eileen Gates were all commended by the Town Manager in helping to balance out these enterprise accounts.  On Friday before New Year’s day, these accounts were finally balanced.  The I.T. department came in during vacations and weekends to assist in accomplishing this task.  The Town Manager believes that all issues are resolved and corrections are made along the way.  Selectman Spataro indicated that both last year and this year residents have been given warrants for one amount and then have received a tax bill for a different amount.  They are then assessed a late fee if they have already paid the wrong amount based on the warrant.  The Town Manager will look into and report back to the Board.  Board requested Town Manager send to Town Counsel and department heads for comments and return by 1-24-08 to be put on 1-28-08 agenda.

BILLS

Upon motion by Selectman Perkins and seconded by Selectman Bond, Board

VOTED:  To approve bill submitted by MG&E in the amount of $18.28.

Unanimous vote.

Upon motion by Selectman Perkins and seconded by Selectman Bond, Board

VOTED:  To approve bill submitted by MG&E in the amount of $112.61.

Unanimous vote.

Upon motion by Selectman Perkins and seconded by Selectman Bond, Board

VOTED:  To approve bill submitted by MG&E in the amount of $242.74.

Unanimous vote.

Upon motion by Selectman Spataro and seconded by Selectman Perkins, Board

VOTED:  To approve bill submitted by Tighe & Bond Engineering in the amount of $21,600.

Unanimous vote.

CORRESPONDENCE

Selectman Rogers updated the Board on Resort Casino Task Force.  The next meeting is scheduled for January 23, 2008.  It was noted that the Task Force has barely been getting a quorum.  Upon motion by Selectman Spataro and seconded by Selectman Bond for discussion, Board

VOTED:  To stop asking if the Board/Town can be part of the Resort CasinoTask Force if Selectman Rogers doesn’t receive an answer on January 23rd.
Upon motion by Selectman Bond and seconded by Selectman Perkins, Board
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VOTED:  To amend Selectman Spataro’s motion as follows:  “To contact the Regional Task Force, withdraw our request, and extend an invitation for those interested, to join us in the process we’ve already begun to discuss potential impacts and potential benefits of this industry coming to Town.”  
Two in favor.  Three opposed.

Upon motion by Selectman Spataro and seconded by Selectman Rogers, Board

VOTED:  To amend original motion as follows:  “That Selectman Rogers attend January 23, 2008 meeting to get answer and to also extend invitation, prior to meeting, for Task Force to meet with us.”
Three in favor.  Two opposed.

Upon motion by Selectman Perkins and seconded by Selectman Bond, Board

VOTED: To invite Representative Tom Calter to come before the Board to explain his position on the proposed Resort Casino.

Unanimous vote.

CORRESPONDENCE

#8 Gates property/Spruce Street Comprehensive Permit

Town Manager indicated that, per Town Counsel, it does not constitute bonified offer if transaction of property is between family members.  Town Manager is to request in writing from Town Counsel.

At 9:55 PM, upon motion by Selectman Perkins and seconded by Selectman Bond, Board voted by Roll Call to go into Executive Session to discuss strategy relative to collective bargaining and pending litigation.  Roll Call: P. Rogers, Yes; S. Spataro, Yes; W. Perkins, Yes; A. Bond, Yes; M. Brunelle, Yes.  Chairwoman announced Board would not return into Open Session.

Ended at 11:03 PM.

_____________________________________

Jackie Shanley, Confidential Secretary
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At 9:55 PM, upon motion by Selectman Perkins and seconded by Selectman Bond, Board voted by Roll Call to go into Executive Session to discuss strategy relative to collective bargaining and pending litigation.  Roll Call: P. Rogers, Yes; S. Spataro, Yes; W. Perkins, Yes; A. Bond, Yes; M. Brunelle, Yes.  Chairwoman announced Board would not return into Open Session.

Board met with Attorney Leo Peloquin to discuss collective bargaining issues.
Upon motion by Selectman Perkins and seconded by Chairwoman Brunelle, the following Roll Call Vote was recorded:

“To designate Labor Counsel, Town Manager, and designated Selectman as the Town’s negotiating representative with the two Police Unions

SELECTMAN P. ROGERS

YES

SELECTMAN S. SPATARO

YES

SELECTMAN A. BOND

YES

SELECTMAN W. PERKINS

YES

SELECTMAN M. BRUNELLE

YES.”

Board agreed that the Town Manager will stay involved in Union negotiations, while on vacation, via telephone.  Letter is to be drafted by Labor Counsel notifying the Unions of the Board’s policy decision.
Labor Counsel assured Chairwoman she did not need to leave the meeting while discussing GMEG Union as Board discussed position of Deputy Fire Chief only.

Regarding retirees and the health insurance co-pay reimbursement issue, Chairwoman asked Labor Counsel to call Town Counsel and discuss language in article. The following Roll Call vote was recorded:

“To support the Town Meeting article, which supports retirees and their spouses regarding health insurance co-pay reimbursements 

SELECTMAN P. ROGERS

YES

SELECTMAN S. SPATARO

YES

SELECTMAN A. BOND

YES

SELECTMAN W. PERKINS

YES.”
Chairwoman M. Brunelle 

Abstained

Board requested Building Commissioner, Health Officer, and Town Counsel attend Board’s meeting on Monday, January 14, 2008 to discuss Holton lawsuit.
At 11:03 PM Board voted by Roll Call to adjourn meeting.  Roll call: A. Bond, Yes; W. Perkins, Yes; P. Rogers, Yes, S. Spataro, Yes, M. Brunelle, Yes.
________________________________________________

Jackie Shanley, Confidential Secretary, Board of Selectmen

