
 
February 21, 2014 
 
Board of Selectmen 
c/o Mr. Charles J. Cristello, Town Manager 
Town Hall Building 
10 Nickerson Avenue 
Middleborough, MA 02346 
 
Re:  3rd Engineering Review 

Earth Removal Application - Riverrock 
288 Thompson Street 
ADE Project #2518.23 

 
Dear Board Members: 
 
Atlantic Design Engineers, Inc. (ADE) has completed our 3rd engineering review of the site plans and 
application materials for the above-referenced project relative to a Special Permit request under the 
Earth Removal bylaw.  The Site Plan and Project Plan are dated 2/17/14 and the engineer’s response 
letter is dated 2/19/14.  All are prepared by GAF Engineering, Inc. for Riverrock Realty Trust of 
Raynham, MA.  

The above-referenced plans have partially addressed the comments from our review letter of 2/6/14.  We 
offer the following for the consideration of the Board: 
 

1.) The revised plans now show a very gradual (12.5:1) southeastern slope and 3:1 slopes elsewhere 
as opposed to the 2:1 slope on the previous plans.  This will result in additional earth removal 
than originally applied for.  The Project Plan now indicates a total amount of material to be 
removed as 775,243 cubic yards.  However, it does not list the amount for Phase III and does not 
provide estimated truck trips per phase based on this new volume. 
 

2.) No further comment (NFC) 
 
3.) In regard to the revised (proposed) lots fronting on Fuller Street, the revised plans show a “100-

foot setback” on each lot to the limit of the slope and the response letter indicates that the fences 
will not be provided.  It is unclear if this “setback” is to remain undisturbed and how it will be 
enforced.  The Board should consider whether this meets the intent of their 100-foot property 
line setback requirement.   
 

4.) The revised plans also do not appear to address the Planning Departments concern regarding 
minimizing the earth to be removed.  It appears that relocating the reservoir on the other side of  
the proposed bog could accomplish this and also provide required buffer to the proposed lots off 
of Fuller Street.  The response letter seems to indicate that the NHESP desires more 
unfragmented/undisturbed habitat to the south/southeast, yet the current design has expanded the 
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amount of clearing/disturbance to the south/southeast by about 200 feet and now disturbs 
approximately 15 acres as opposed to 12 acres in the original submittal. 

 
5.) The applicant has indicated that the depth of the reservoir will be reduced if rock is encountered.  

We suggest this be made part of any conditions of approval. 
 

6.) NFC 
 

7.) NHESP approval is still outstanding.  We suggest that the conditions of approval require revised 
plans to be submitted to the Board for approval if any changes result from the NHESP review. 

 
8.) The plans are marked “Permit Set Not for Construction”.  We recommend that the final 

construction drawings be provided to the Board for review prior to construction. 
 

9.) The 122.42 foot dimension from the Sampson property line to the limit of the slope is incorrect 
on sheet 1. 

 
10.) The typical bed design section on sheet 3 still indicates 2:1 slopes and a 28’ dike road, both of 

which should be revised to reflect the latest design. 

 
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call me at (508) 888-9282.  
 
Sincerely, 

ATLANTIC DESIGN ENGINEERS, INC. 
 
 
 
Richard J. Tabaczynski, P.E. 
Vice President  
 
RJT/rp 


